S E C R E T A R Y ' S REPORT

Continuing the membership increase of 1928 the year 1929 showed
a further growth of the Society, the total rising from 662 in 1928 to
690 paid up through 1929. There were 68 new members and 17 reinstatements in the course of the year, a large part of these being Weather
Bureau and commercial air transport weather observers interested in
the rapidly expanding aeronautical applications of meteorology in the
United States. Losses from the list continued small, though there were
more deaths among the membership than in any previous year, thirteen
altogether. The untimely death of Dr. Harry C. Frankenfield, Fellow
and formerly a councillor of the Society, was a great loss to American
meteorology.
The Bulletin was increased from 214 pages in 1928 to 244 pages in
1929, thanks to the increased membership and to special contributions.
In general scope it remained as before, but more space was devoted to
aeronautical meteorology. The evident success in meeting the needs of
the membership has been due to increasing contributions received from
various sources, certain members in different parts of the United States
sending much of diverse interest to the Bulletin. From May to September, Roscoe Nunn was joint editor with the Secretary. New professional duties forced Mr. Nunn to resign. For the remainder of the year,
the Secretary has had the assistance of Nesbitt H. Bangs (general),
of Stockbridge, Mass., and Horace R. Byers (aeronautical), of Cambridge, Mass. In 1930 the Bulletin will be continued essentially as in
1929, with Snowdon D. Flora as Joint Editor, Nesbitt H. Bangs and
B. R. Laskowski, Assistant Editors, and A. J. Henry, R. E. Horton,
Roscoe Nunn, John Patterson, and C. J. Root (also others), contributors.
Meetings in 1929, at Washington, D. € . ,April 27, at Berkeley, Calif.,
June 21, and here at Des Moines, la., December 27-28, offered extensive
interesting, and discussion provoking programs, and were well attended.
Reports of these meetings have been and will be covered in some detail
in the Bulletin. A considerable number of the papers presented have
been published in the Monthly Weather Review. In its tenth year the
Society has filled an important place in American meteorology.
The annual meeting voted to accept and file the report of the Secretary.
O U R S O C I E T Y ' S FIRST

DECADE

By CHARLES F . BROOKS, Secretary, American Meteorological Society.
Just 10 years ago, in St. Louis, Missouri, the American Meteorological
Society was organized for "The advancement and diffusion of knowledge
of meteorology, including climatology, and the development of its application to public health, agriculture, engineering, transportation by land
and inland waterways, navigation of the air and oceans, and other
forms of industry and commerce." The idea was not a new one. Half
a century earlier Cleveland Abbe had attempted to organize a meteorological Society, and 15 years after this the editor of the American
Meteorological Journal invited correspondence on the subject (May,
1884) :
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"Has not the time arrived when an American meteorological society
should be established? Such societies have already been established in
several countries, and some of them have already attained considerable
age. In every case they have been found to serve a useful purpose,
though to very different degrees. In this country meteorological interests are very large and the popular interest in the science is general.
A large amount of time and money is annually expended on the science
by the nation, several states and many individuals. A meteorological
society would tend to co-ordinate and concentrate the energy thus exexpended, prevent its duplication and misdirection, and guide the popular interest into more intelligent channels. There are two ways in
which such a society might be established. Meteorologists might make
it a point to go to the Philadelphia meeting of the American Association with the intention of establishing a meteorological sub-section; or
they might establish an independent society, there and at that time, or
elsewhere on some other date. There are several advantages in either
way, and which one should be chosen would depend on whether the society
should be of a popular or technical character. We invite correspondence
on the subject."
An American Meteorological Society was not formed, but the New
England Meteorological Society, organized about this time, virtually
occupied the field, till its demise in 1896.
The reappearance of the idea of an American meteorological society
came from the attempt of the Meteorological Service of the Signal
Corps, in 1918, to interest aviators in meteorology and to gather information which would lead to conclusions of value in the handling of airplanes under various weather conditions.
The suggestion came in
February and March, 1919, from Sgt. Perez W. Etkes, a graduate of
the Signal Corps School of Meteorology, who was stationed at Payne
Field, Miss., after he had written numerous letters to me telling of the
general interest of aviators in the weather but of their lack of sufficient
specific information to be of value to them in their flying. He had
helped them some and had published in their local paper Zooms my
interpretative summary of weather experiences collected from aviators
with the co-operation of Sgt. Etkes and other graduates or members
of the School. Sgt. Etkes' proposal was for "organizing an American
Meteorological Institute . . [which] should see that all schools in the
country should contain met'l. stations—and that the pupils and students
be familiarized with same. Also offer prizes and scholarships in graduate
work, etc . . . " I was not enthusiastic, but Etkes' ardor could not be
dampened: " . . something should be done, to spread meteorology
amongst the people . . . " This and more led me to write Etkes I thought
a society might be attempted since it should not be difficult to obtain a
membership of 100 from among former Signal Corps meteorologists.
Weather Bureau men, and college and university teachers of meteorology. "The dues need not be over $1. a year to cover postage and
expenses of issuing a periodical leaflet containing items of interest, discussions, etc. which the Mo. Wea. Rev. would not normally print . . .
The society could foster meteorological research." Mr. Etkes' response
was "with a great deal of pleasure I noted your determination to see
a Meteorological Society founded." He suggested organizing first and
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considering a research fund later. Also he suggested dues of more than
$1, and thought that local chapters should be formed in towns where
there were five or more members.
Further encouragement, from Prof. C. F. Marvin and Dr. W. J.
Humphreys, led to consultation with Prof. R. DeC. Ward and Prof.
William Morris Davis by mail. After due consideration of the fact
that in the United States there was relatively little meteorological work
being done outside the Weather Bureau and also of the place that
meteorology (esp. climatology) already enjoyed in the Association of
American Geographers, it seemed that a society of teachers of meteorology might be most worth while, but the weakness of an organization
so restricted led back to the general society idea. "There is need for
a meteorological society to enable American meteorologists to get
together and talk." This was the leading point in a long letter I wrote
to Prof. Davis in July summarizing our discussions concerning the need
for a meteorological society and the scope of its activities. His reply
definitely led to the launching of the project:
"The strongest argument that I know of in favor of such a society
as you propose is, that you are interested in it. I can fully appreciate
your feeling that Meteorology does not get the chance it deserves in
geography or in physics. So go ahead. But please do not count on me
for any work. I am out of meteorology entirely, except for wishing it
success.
"The difficulty ahead of you is, in my opinion, the lack of meteorologists. You can get a lot of men who dabble ; and a lot of men who add
up temperatures and divide by thirty; but meteorologists are birds of
a different feather.
"With your energy behind the move, it will surely start; and the
future alone can decide how far it will go. Judging by the fair measure
of success reached by the Assoc. Amer. Geographers, the development
of an independent society of meteorologists ought to do some good."
On August 4 a letter was written to the editor of Science and it was
published Aug. 22, 1919, pp.180-3 81:
Organization of the American Meteorological Society

An American meteorological society is being formed and will be
definitely organized at the A. A. A. S. meeting in St. Louis next December.
The purpose of this society is to fill the need for an easy interchange
of ideas among those interested in atmospheric phenomena and their
effects on man, and thereby to promote instruction and research in
these important subjects. There never has been a national association
in this large field in America.
The accomplishment of these objects may be brought about (1) by
general meetings with the A. A. A. S., and local meetings at other times;
(2) by using the Monthly Weather Review, the only meteorological
magazine of the United States, as a medium for publishing meteorological and climatological articles, and (3) by issuing a monthly leaflet
containing news, announcements, notes, and queries.
The principal sources of membership will be teachers of meteorology
(about 200), Weather Bureau employees (around 300), former Signal
Corps and Navy meteorologists (nearly 600), and the numerous corps
of amateur meteorologists. Dues of $1 a year should be sufficient to
cover all expenses of the monthly leaflet and arrangements for meetings.
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The need for considerable meteorological work in connection with
military and naval operations during the war and our present expanding demands for weather forecasts not only at the surface but also at
various levels in the free air makes the present the opportune time to
capitalize the war-time interest as a foundation for the great future
needs of meteorology. I would be glad to have communications from
prospective members of a meteorological society in order to have a
strong, tentative organization and working plans for the formal establishment of this society.
CHARLES F .
W E A T H E R BUREAU,
WASHINGTON, D .

BROOKS

C.

The subsequent organization of the Society was
January, 1920, Bulletin as follows:

described

in the

The American Meteorological Society

The organization of the American Meteorological Society on December
29, 1919, in St. Louis and its subsequent affiliation with the American
Association, for the Advancement of Science and the incorporation of
this Society in Washington, D. C., on January 21, 1920, mark the beginning of a movement not only to push forward investigations of weather
processes and climatic conditions, but also to widen the valuable application of the knowledge already at hand. The great application of meteorology in warfare has shown that there are large possibilities of extending its use much more thoroughly into almost every line of human
endeavor. But since such extension of meteorological knowledge and
its applications require cooperation between amateur and professional
meteorologists on the one hand, and teachers, business and professional
men on the other hand, the organization of this Society was rendered
highly desirable. A little over half of its present membership of nearly
600 are amateur or professional meteorologists, while the rest comprise
people with such diverse interests as those represented in the following
groups: aeronautical engineers, architects, astronomers, automobile
salesmen, aviators, business-men, civil engineers (especially dock and
bridge builders), eeologists, explorers, farmers, fruit-growers, geographers, geologists, hydraulic engineers, lawyers, mariners, mechants, naturelovers, newspaper men, officials in rail and auto-transportation, telephone, telegraph, light, and fuel, companies, physicians, physicists,
shippers, stockmen, students, and teachers. Surely, the applications
of meteorology are manifold.
The rather comprehensive aims of the Society have been furthered
actively during the first ten years of the Society, chiefly through two
or three meetings each year, in various parts of the United States and
once at Toronto, Canada, and through the distribution of a monthly
Bulletin, of about 200 pages a year. The meetings have been marked
both by scientific and practical papers, presented by their authors and
discussed in lively fashion by those in attendance. The BULLETIN has
published reports of the meetings, in considerable detail at times, and,
in addition, has been a medium for numerous other contributions, chiefly
on applications of meteorology and on extraordinary weather conditions.
The membership, which has ranged between 600 and 900 (see table for
details), has been about equally divided between professional and amateur meteorologists.
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1920 1921 1922 1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929
Life Members (at end of 1929: 7—
$100, 2—$40, 3—$30, 1—$25, 2—
$20, 3 elected)
Sustaining and Corporation Members
Contributing Members
Annual Members at rates above
minimum
Annual Members

21

29

34

33

33

33

34

35

35

37

4

5
134

4
122

3
126

3
98

3
91

3
76

2
81

2
83

2
82

15
718

38
550

46
566

79
472

15
512

8
485

14
510

8
478

8
534

5
564

637

604

662

690

2
13
3
27

6
19
5
34

9
15
1
22

13
7
2
35

Total Number on List, (Dues paid
through year indicated
903 756 772 713 661 620
Changes in Membership During the Year
Lost from List—
4
4
9
3
5
8
By death
15
20
11
68* 23
18
By resignation
30
6
13
0
3
Unable to locate
55
41 109
Dropped
53
132 218

Gains—
New Members
Reinstatements

Net Loss or Gain

156

251

103

120

140

78

45

64

47

57

1059

104

119

61

29
59

29
8

33
29

31

69
36

68
17

61
1059 104 119
62
88
37
85
31 105
+903—147 + 1 6 —59 —52 —41 + 1 7 —33 + 5 8 + 2 8

* Dues were raised to $2.00 in 1923.

Grants in aid of research have been made from time to time from the
income of the Life Membership Fund and contributions from interested
members. An aerological research fund, in memory of C. LeRoy
Meisinger, offers a prize of $100 for a superior contribution in this field.
A $2000 endowment fund, recently established through the generosity
of one member, is providing income for special advancement of the aims
of the Society.
At ten years of age the American Meteorological Society is talking
meteorology, printing meteorology, and financing meteorology, taking
its strength from a large and steady body of members of varied interests
in all states and territories of the United States, the provinces of Canada,
and most of the Latin American countries.
ANNUAL

MEETING

A brief annual meeting was held the afternoon of Dec. 27, President
Humphreys in the Chair. The Secretary presented the report of the
Treasurer (in abstract) and read the report of the Auditors. These
were accepted by the Meeting and ordered placed on file. The Secretary
presented his annual report, which was also accepted by the Meeting.
The Secretary also described the origin and first ten years of the Society,
this meeting marking the Society's tenth birthday. The President commented on the healthy condition of the Society as shown by these reports.
After accepting the last ballots, the President closed the polls and
appointed four tellers: T. A. Blair, E. R. Miller, W. S. Belden, and
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