Appreciation of Weather Bureau officials.—It is always pleasant to
read the newspaper tributes to the service of U. S. Weather Bureau
officials. One of the latest compliments was paid by the Augusta
Chronicle to E. D. Emigh on the completion of 20 years of service at
the Weather Bureau station in Augusta, Georgia.
"In the days before the levee he predicted with uncanny certainty
the height the crest of the flood would reach and since the protecting
barrier has been thrown around the city he has still figured the height
of the river with precision and issued warnings to the farmers in the
fertile valley below Augusta, saving them hundreds of thousands of
dollars, during his period of service here. His worth to Augusta and
this section has been of incalculable value in this respect. His friends
and the public generally want his ability recognized and advancement
scored by him in his chosen work, but they are selfish enough to want it
all to come through advancement here so that he may continue an honored citizen of Augusta."
A similar tribute to Clarence J. Root, entitled "Mr. Root's admirable
record," was recently published in the Illinois State Register, Springfield, 111.:
Thirty years of conscientious, devoted service in the United States
weather bureau, with many encomiums passed upon his efficiency, is a
record which should be a source of real pride to any meteorologist . . .
These praises are but samples the publication of which is a compliment also to the numerous brotherhood of weather service officials.—
C. F. B.
AERONAUTICAL WEATHER

NOTES

Further note on crash in snowstorm.—In the notice about Pilot
Hill's accident at or near Michigan City, Indiana, taken from the A.P.
dispatch, which appears on page 1 6 of the January BULLETIN the last
sentence is not strictly accurate: "Motor trouble combined with bad
weather to make the landing imperative." I was on duty at the time
of the crash and was notified that he was lost and later received news
of his accident. I was not on duty when he took off, but he knew the
weather conditions.
After the accident I talked with the Operations Manager of the
Thompson Aeronautical Corporation, who visited Pilot Hill at the hospital. There was no motor trouble. The mechanical equipment of the
air mail planes is efficient to the nth degree. The pilot got into a snow
storm and became confused, having had little experience in flying blind.
He had a 'chute but wanted to save the ship, since, as he said afterward,
he had ridden one or two ships down on former occasions (on account of
motor trouble). His altimeter was evidently in error, as he crashed
just before he had intended to "level off" and "squat." He is back on
the job now. It is a wonder how he was so little injured. As the dispatch stated, he was painfully injured but not at all seriously.
It is easy to tell the other fellow what he should do, but it appears to
me that if he had been able to keep level and flown a compass course he
would have been out of the snow squall in a short time, since, in fact,
he had overtaken it. While the weather is being conquered by science
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the pilots and passengers will be interested for a long time in the sort
of conditions they may expect to encounter before the flight is completed.—F. H. W.
Altimeter indications sometimes dangerous.—The pressure, as revealed by the barograph, is subject to rather sudden fluctuations, especially during the passage of a cyclonic area in the summer season, due
to convection or local heating, or other causes, including turbulence.
There are relatively restricted areas of low barometer, not visible on
the weather maps, which cause the altimeter to indicate the wrong
altitude of the pilot and his craft. Necessarily flying low under a ceiling of only a few hundred feet, the pilot is dashed to the earth in one
of these 'pressure craters' with the altitude reading one hundred or
more feet. There may be a few pilots who will lose their lives this
coming summer by crashing while in full flight, under the impression
their ship is high enough for safety.—F. H. Week.
Wind makes plane go mile backward.—Roosevelt Field, N. Y. (AP) —
Martin Jensen, holder of the world's record for solo endurance flying,
accomplished a new stunt Feb. 23 by flying backward upside down, for
about a mile.
After putting his plane through a series of loops and rolls, Jensen
flipped it upside down and flew in this position for about a mile with
a 40-mile wind at his tail. Righting the plane he headed it ^ into the
wind, turned it upside down again and then throttled his engine down
to stalling speeds—30 miles an hour. The 40-mile wind carried him
backward at the rate of about 10 miles an hour.
Plane becalmed on frozen lake "blown"

aloft by other

craft.—

When a party of Canadian explorers and prospectors, flying in a
heavily loaded plane, landed on a frozen lake recently they were unable
to take off. The wind, which had been blowing at about forty miles an
liour when they landed a few hours before, had dropped to a dead calm.
In vain they tried to give the plane a flying start by placing snow before the skids, but all the big craft would do was to leap into the air
and sink heavily to the ice again.
As they were about to give up in despair, a second plane landed.
There was some talk about transferring part of the first plane's load to
the newcomer. The pilot of the latter craft, however, declined to take
any extra load.
" I l l tell you what 111 do," he said. " I l l give you a blow."
As no one had heard of a "blow" it was explained. The second plane
taxied out to the middle of the lake, followed by the first. Faster and
faster they went. The second plane rose easily, gracefully, but the pilot
held it close to the ice. A little further along the skids of the first plane
left the ice, really blown aloft.—N. Y. Times, Jan. 12, 1930.
A CLIMATIC LABORATORY

In recent years many elaborate studies have been made of the relations
of atmospheric conditions to human health and comfort. The latest
investigations in this field have recently been started at the Cincinnati
General Hospital under the direction of Dr. C. A. iMills. For some years
Dr. Mills served at the Peking Union Medical College in China, where
he was much impressed by the severe disturbance of bodily functions
resulting from the prolonged period of heat and high humidity prevailing in the late summer in north China. He has now fitted up a labora-
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