Karlsruhe, Germany, May 7.—Tremendous rainfalls, scarcely ever
equalled before on the records, have been pouring down the Rhine and
Main districts in Western Germany. So far two persons have been reported drowned and there is very extensive property damage. At Oos,
on the outskirts of Baden-Baden, the water covered the railroad tracks
to a depth of two feet. The air field at that place was turned into a big
lake.
COORDINATED AEROLOGICAL STUDIES IN GREENLAND
B y W I L L I A M HERBERT HOBBS

The public attention has been focussed on Greenland as a consequence of the relief expeditions for the two central meteorological stations, and the heroic death of Dr. Alfred Wegener upon the ice-cap as a
sacrifice to save his party of scientists. I believe that your readers will

welcome an exposition of the geographical relationships of the several
stations now in operation on and about the continental glacier of Greenland. The map shows the relative positions of the seven stations now
operating, and that of the eighth station which was recently abandoned.
From dispatches which have come out through the New York Times it
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would appear that the volume of daily observations by Courtauld at his
central station must have been somewhat limited.
The grouping of stations is a strategic one. Near the central area of
Greenland along an east-west line close to the parallel of 71° are Wegener's three stations; one of them upon the ice-cap quite close to its
western margin (2), the central station of Eismitte under Dr. Georgi,
250 miles from either coast (1), and the eastern station under Dr. Kopp
which is off the ice-cap and upon the great fjord of Scoresby Sound (3).
When I went over our plans with Dr. Wegener at Berlin in the fall of
1928, all these stations were planned to be, and it is believed have been,
well equipped for pilot balloons and other aerological observations.
Further south upon another east-west line here near the Arctic Circle,
are the two stations of the British Arctic Air Route Expedition commanded by Colonel H. G. Watkins, these stations being on the same parallel of latitude as the now closed station of the University of Michigan
at Mount Evans (9). Upon the basis of cablegrams exchanged with
Colonel Watkins before his departure from England, it is believed that
his stations are not equipped for pilot balloon study, but whether his
Moth Airplanes have been equipped with meteorographs during his
many flights from Angmagssalik is not known here. His main base (7)
is located on the Sermelik fjord some thirty odd miles northward from
Angmagssalik, while his ice-cap station was 150 miles westward and at
an elevation of about 7,000 feet.
The University of Michigan has two aerological stations, one at Camp
Scott to the eastward of Upernivik upon the west coast in latitude approximately 72° 45' (4). This station is on the summit of a small island
in the middle of the wide fjord and only two miles distant from the ice
margin. This is in charge of William S. Carlson with a year's experience at Mount Evans, and Max Demorest is acting as his assistant.
Brief messages, dated February 1 and April 1, which were sent three
hundred miles by dog-sled to the Godhavn radio station, reported all well
and daily pilot balloon work going on. On the earlier date Carlson was
leaving on a six-weeks' dog-sled expedition to measure the glacier fronts
along the coast northward to Melville Bay and especially to remeasure
that of the Cornell Glacier which was measured by the Cornell University
party under Tarr thirty-five years ago. Carlson was then to make a
section of the inland-ice eastward from Camp Scott for a distance of
about 100 miles, Demorest handling the pilot balloon ascensions during
his absence.
The southern station of the University of Ivigtut (5) is in charge of
Evans S. Schmeling, and a letter from him, dated April 10th, reports
that the winter at Ivigtut has been exceptionally cloudy and snowy, so
that little pilot balloon work has been practicable. Ivigtut is located on
the Arsukfjord about 12 miles distant from the inland-ice border. Both
stations of the University of Michigan are made possible by grants from
the Carnegie Institution of Washington. The remaining aerological
station in Greenland is at MacKenzie Bay (Mygbukta) where a party
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of Norwegian fur hunters is located, one of whom a competent pilot
balloon operator supplied by Dr. Hesselberg of the Meteorological Bureau of Oslo with necessary equipment for a considerable number of
pilot balloon ascensions. The simultaneous daily aerological studies
which are now being made at the German, American, and Norwegian stations, and such meteorological data as are being secured at the British
station; should now, for the first time, afford a somewhat comprehensive picture of the glacial anticyclone of Greenland. Up to the present,
balloon ascensions on the Greenland east coast have been limited to those
balloon runs which were taken during the summer months of 1927 at
MacKenzie Bay, thirty-five of which were made on the same days as
balloon runs at Mount Evans, and by the kind permission of Dr. Hesselberg, these results have been published in comparison with the Mount
Evans ones in the first volume on Aerology of the Greenland Expedition
just issued by the University of Michigan.
A BOOK ABOUT CLIMATE

The indispensable reference book on climatology and the climates of
the world has been, ever since it was published, the late Professor Hann's
"Handbuch der Klimatologie," the third edition of which, in three
volumes, appeared in 1908-11. It is now, however, about to lose its
supreme importance, owing to the publication of a much more comprehensive work of the same general character and bearing the same title.
The new "Handbuch der Klimatologie," edited by Koeppen and Geiger
and written by more than twenty authors of various nationalities, will
comprise five large volumes. Some parts of volumes have already
issued from the press, but the work will probably not be complete for
two or three years.
Though the text will be mainly in German, the portions written by
English-speaking authors will be in English. These authors include
Sir Gilbert Walker, Prof. Griffith Taylor, Prof. Robert DeC. Ward, Prof.
C. F. Brooks, and Mr. A. J. Connor.
Besides discussing all phases of general climatology, including the
climates of past geological ages, the relations of climate to man, the
lower animals and plants, etc., this monumental treatise will contain very
elaborate tables and charts relating to the climates of individual regions
throughout the world and copious bibliographies.—C. F. Talman, in "Why
the Weather?" SS.
SPECIAL RATES ON N E W HANDBOOK OF CLIMATOLOGY
TO A . M. S. MEMBERS

The publishers of the new "Handbuch der Klimatologie," referred to
above, have kindly consented to give fellows and members of the
American Meteorological Society a discount of 25% from list prices, provided the order is not sent through any agent and that it bears the
Secretary's certification as to membership in the Society. An advertisement by Gebriider Borntraeger, with a post-card form for ordering is
inserted in this BULLETIN. Those who subscribe for the whole work will
have the cost of about $15.00 per volume spread over a period of three
or four years, the subscriber being billed for each part as it appears.
Portions of the set may be obtained at a price 30% higher than at whole
set subscription rates.
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