Pilots in their light gliders slip in front of the thunderclouds and are
carried farther and farther, to distances of 100, 200 and nearly 300
kilometers. The craft soars to 1,000 or 2,000 meters at a terrifying
speed. With terrific violence the slight glider is thrown up and down
and the pilot is hurled about in his little 'wooden box* until he nearly
falls out of his seat."
Robert Kronfeld, a leading exponent of this novel sport, has attained
a height of 8,000 feet in a thunderstorm.—C. F. Talman, in Why the
Weather? (S.S.)
AN A L A S K A N TIDAL W A V E

The erratic invasions of low shores that are generally known as "tidal
waves," though they have no connection with true tides, are not common
in high latitudes; hence some interest attaches to a case that occurred on
the Bering Sea coast of Alaska, near the mouths of Kuskokwim and
Yukon Rivers, during the night of December 7-8, 1931, the details of
which have only recently been reported. The sudden rise of the water
along the shore, in some places to a height of 12 feet above ordinary
high tide, was probably due to the waves produced by a storm that
traveled north from the Aleutian Islands to Bering Strait.
According to reports collected by the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey,
many houses were wrecked by the waves, kyaks, boats, fuel and lumber
were widely scattered, and such objects, as well as blocks of sea ice, were
carried far inland. At Apokak ice was piled 15 feet high on the tundra,
which ordinary high tide never reaches. In the region near the north
mouth of the Yukon the flood extended seven miles inland and here 10
dogs of a mail team were drowned. No loss of human lives has been
reported.—C. F. Talman, in Why the Weather? (S.S.)
THE RECORDS OF W E A T H E R

The observing and recording of weather has been described as "the
biggest scientific job." It is performed at the present time by an army
of more than 35,000 men and women, and the observations at any one
place are taken once, twice or oftener every day. There are many places
in Europe and a few in North America where weather records have been
kept continuously for more than a century. In recent times the number
of individual observations has amounted to upwards of ten million a
year, and the total number taken since systematic weather observing
began runs far up into the hundreds of millions.
The results of these millions of observations have been published only
in a fragmentary way. It is the general rule that the details of the
observations taken from day to day are preserved only in manuscript,
though in a majority of cases brief abstracts or digests of them eventually appear in print. In relatively few cases the data of observations
are published "in extenso." Nevertheless, the published results of
meteorological observations throughout the world fill thousands of different books. Rare indeed is the library that possesses more than a
small fraction of them.
Some of these books are of formidable size. One of the startling
sights to be seen in a big meteorological library is a file of volumes containing the results of daily rainfall measurements in British India.
Each volume, presenting the figures for a single year, is as large as an
unabridged dictionary and weighs about twelve pounds!—C. F. Talman,
in Why the Weather? (S.S.)
SLOW-MOVING BALL-LIGHTNING

Reports of ball lightning in which the luminous ball is said to have
travelled swiftly through the air and to have remained visible only for
an instant are more easily explained as cases of optical illusion than
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those in which the ball is alleged to have moved slowly and to have been
seen for a considerable time. Here is an observation of the latter kind
reported to Dr. W. J. Humphreys, of the U. S. Weather Bureau, by a
medical man, Dr. W. E. B. Hall. In the summer of 1917 Dr. Hall was
living at Lindsay, Ontario, where, with his mother and sister, he occupied a second-story apartment across the street from a large automobile
body factory. A moderate electrical storm was nearly over.
"My mother and sister," he writes, "who were watching the storm
from the window, saw a large round ball of marked brilliance, whitishblue in color and over two feet in diameter, enter the second floor of the
factory through an open window. Workmen in the factory said that it
pursued a leisurely course through the factory, apparently without
sound, did not vary from a straight course, badly singed one ambulance
body that it touched but did not set it on fire. Nobody was hurt. After
traveling about 50 yards it suddenly shifted and sailed slowly out of
another open window, on straight across the street, and into the window
of our apartment through which my mother and sister had been watching.
"Both of them fled, my mother hiding under a table and my sister
retreating through an adjoining door. Without a sound this brilliant
ball, which apparently had lost none of its bulk, glided after my sister,
who fled from room to room. Suddenly she fell in a faint and the ball
glided on over her head without harming her. At least, that is what we
supposed to have happened, for she was quite unconscious when we
found her nor was there any damage found. The ball itself disappeared
entirely after traveling at least 25 yards in our home. Both in the factory and in our apartment it maintained a height of about four to five
feet above the floor. The whole thing was a terrible shock to my sister,
whose dreams for many a week were haunted with visions of this ball of
light that had seemed to chase her."—C. F. Talman, in Why the
Weather? (S.S.)
VOLCANIC DUST EFFECTS

Here is a statement, dated July 14, from his majesty's astronomy at
the Cape of Good Hope, H. Spencer Jones:
"The first sunset glow due to volcanic dust from the Andean eruption
was seen in Cape Town on April 21. The glow, which was of remarkable
intensity, started about fifteen minutes after sunset and lasted fully an
hour, the color being a deep fiery red. . . . The glows have continued to
be visible in Cape Town up to the preent time, eight weeks since the
appearance of the first glow, with varying but on the whole decreasing
intensity. The effects appear to have been even more striking in the
clear air of the high veldt than here. At Mafeking, one month after
the appearance of the first glow, a trustworthy observer stated that the
glow was of a fire-red color, stretching right across the sky, even long
after darkness."
Prof. Carl Stormer, the well-known authority on the aurora, reports
the observation of "noctilucent clouds" in Norway on the nights of July
10-11 and July 24-25 and his photographic measurements indicate
heights comparable to those of auroral displays (60 or 70 miles). He
thinks these clouds consisted of dust from the Andean outbreak.—C. F.
Talman, in Why the Weather? (S.S.)
NACREOUS CLOUDS

The latest mystery of that still little known region of the earth's atmosphere, the stratosphere, was recently reported by Prof. Carl Stormer,
the great Norwegian authority on auroras, who finds from measurements made at his group of observing stations near Oslo that beautiful
iridescent clouds float in the air far above the ordinary level of cirrus—
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