The New York—Los Angeles—Detroit Meeting, Jan. 27 and 29.
The seven papers as listed in the
preliminary program published in
the Nov. Bulletin, p. 382, were presented at the joint meetings of the
Institute of the Aeronautical Sciences and the American Meteorological
Society in all three cities by the authors or their proxies.
At New York, on January 27 all
papers but Dr. Fletcher's (proxy,
Prof. Austin) were presented by the
authors. The meeting, attended by
some 170, lasted from 9:23 a.m. to
about 12.45 p.m., and was marked
by one to ten minute discussions of
all papers. Major Bowie's presidential address (see below) was read by
Mr. D. M. Little, at the beginning of
the annual business meeting in the
afternoon.
The meeting was held
at the Pupin Physics Laboratories,
Columbia University.
At Los Angeles,
Nelson R. Williams, Secy.-Treas. of the local seminar, reports:
" A joint meeting of the Institute
of Aeronautical Sciences and the
Meteorological Society was held January 27, 1943 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Art and Lecture Room of the Doheny
Memorial Library on the campus of
the University of Southern California. About forty persons were in
attendance.
"The Presidential Address of Mr.
Bowie was read by Mr. S. E. Blewett,
California Institute of Technology.
The following papers were then presented: [Here follows the program
of seven papers, one of which (Fletcher's) was presented by the author,
and the rest by proxies, as follows:
D. Darling f o r Foskett and Foster;
R. D. Fletcher f o r Austin; E. W.
Morris f o r McCann; J. L. E. Paulhus
f o r Fergusson; S. E. Blewett f o r
Brooks, and P. B. Strecewald f o r
Buell.]

" A f t e r each paper a short time
was allowed for questions, with the
intention of afterwards having a general discussion, but, although there
was considerable interest, the length
of the program precluded the general
discussion."
At Detroit,
"The meeting was
called to order at 1:30 P.M. January
29th. It was held in the Library of
t h e Detroit Engineering Society,
Rackham Educational Memorial, Art
Center, Detroit.
"On December 1, 1942 we sent out
90 invitations. These went to Universities, Army and Navy weather
bases, air lines, and Weather Bureau
stations. The territory covered the
Appalachian Mountains to the Rockies, Canada to the Gulf. Only six
replies were received and no one
outside the vicinity of Detroit attended as a result of these invitations.
This may be attributed largely to
the transportation situation.
Some
publicity was given in this section.
The attendance was 45.
"The Chairman appointed John M.
Williams (Weather Bureau) secretary.
"Inclosed is a copy of the final
program. [This is the same as at
New York and Los Angeles, except
that the only author to present his
paper was Mr. McCann. The proxies
were: C. J. Root f o r Bowie; Lieut.
S. Fritz for Foskett and Foster; Bert
Hudgins f o r Austin; Floyd H. Pearson f o r Brooks; Lieut. J. F. Wetherill f o r Fergusson; N. G. Baumgartner
for Buell, and William W. Swayne
for Fletcher.]
"Because we were limited as to
the time the Library could be used,
it was necessary to forego discussion
(in another room) until after the
presentation of all papers.
"Dr. Hudgins asked concerning
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the extent of the use of mathematics
in preparing forecasts. Lieut. Fritz
remarked that most of it is done
through graphs and simplified diagrams. Mr. Hilkey mentioned that
the knowledge gained is of further
value in recognizing cases.
Lieut.
Fritz inquired as to the actual uses
Dr. Fletcher would have made of his
amplified charts.
Messrs. Swayne
and Allen amplified the above. Lieut.
Fritz then inquired of Mr. McCann
as to the possibility of locating thunderstorms by means of lightning. Mr.
Baumgartner explained what they
had done about this in the Navy.
"Informal discussion of meteorological problems followed.
"The meeting adjourned at 4:50
P.M."
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The papers presented at the triple
meeting have been, or will be, published as follows: Foskett and Foster, probably by the Weather Bureau; McCann, probably in the BULLETIN; Austin, Jour. Aeron.
Sci.
(abstr. in this BULLETIN) ; Brooks
in this BULLETIN; Fergusson in this
BULLETIN; Buell, in a later issue of
the BULLETIN; Fletcher in the Nov.,
1 9 4 2 , BULLETIN.

The experiment of a triple meeting
was successful. Though the program
was long, those who attended seem
to have felt repaid f o r the effort.
As a guide to the preparation of f u ture multiple meetings of this sort,
comments and suggestions from members who attended are solicited. —
Charles F. Brooks, Secy.

Presidential Address
B y EDWARD H . BOWIE

To the Officers, Councillors and other fellow members of the American
Meteorological Society assembled in Annual Conference in New York City,
January, 19 US.
In conformity with the By-Laws
of the Society its President is obligated to address its members when
gathered together at the annual
meeting next following his election
to office. Fortunately, or perhaps
unfortunately, the By-Laws give the
President an open field and do not
draw plans and write specifications
of the address the President is expected to deliver.
Presumably, however, the subject
of his address is expected to announce a discovery of some magnitude in the field of meteorology, climatology or aerology or to discuss
the more recently developed ideas of
others and set them aright, or to
trace the development and progress
of meteorology during the years he
has been associated with that science.
Any one of these subjects would be
worthy of presentation, but at this

time I think of different things.
I have in mind to bring to your attention the part that our Society is under obligation to take to advance
the science of meteorology
and aid
those associated with it in a professional or nonprofessional
capacity.
Our obligation in respect to these
matters at this time above all others
is pressing. The science of meteorology, aerology and climatology is
moving forward with giant strides
and those coming into this field will
require
orientation
and
guidance
from those of us who have long been
among its willing captives and know
more or less of its caprices. Hence
the call I make to members of the
Society to work toward establishing
on a firmer foundation our meteorological Society and its journal—The
BULLETIN of the American Meteorological Society.
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At this point may I go back nearly
half a century and remind you of an
early attempt to establish on a firm
foundation a medium f o r intercommunication among meteorologists and
climatologists when these scientists
were f e w in number in our country?
I r e f e r t o The American Meteorologi-

cal Journal founded in 1884, edited
by Mark W. Harrington, professor of
astronomy, University of Michigan,
and published at that time by the W.»
H. Burr Publishing Company, Detroit, Michigan. A. Lawrence Rotch,
founder of Blue Hill Observatory,
was its chief supporter in a financial
way. Harrington, it will be recalled
by many of you, became the first
Chief of the Weather Bureau when
it was organized in 1891 as a Bureau
in the Department of Agriculture.
The American Meteorological Journal was published regularly until
1896 when largely because of insufficient funds it disappeared from the
list of science publications, and meteorology was forced to ask f o r
space, as space was available, in
Science, the publication of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.
In Word of Farewell (an Editorial
Note) in Vol. XII, No. 12, 1896, of
the American Meteorological Journal, that beloved disciple of the science of meteorology Robert DeC.
Ward, said:
"It is with great regret that we
announce to the readers of the
American Meteorological
Journal,
and to the public at large, the suspension of its publication after the
present number. This step has not
been decided upon hastily, but only after the most serious consideration. The decision reached is the
only one that seems possible under the existing conditions.
"It is probably known to the
readers of the Journal that its publication has been attended with a
very considerable financial loss on
the part of the editors ever since

its foundation in 1884. The Journal could never have been started
and maintained through the early
years of its life without the very
generous financial aid given it by
Prof. Mark W. Harrington iand
Mr. A. Lawrence Rotch, and during the last f e w years it has only
been continued at a further yearly loss on the part of the editor.
This is equivalent to saying that
the Journal has not received the
support from the country at large
that it seems to the proprietors
and editors to have deserved. As
long as there seemed any prospect
of obtaining this support, the voluntary financial assistance thus
freely given it was gladly contributed. A f t e r a trial of twelve
years, however, without any marked increase in the subscription list,
those who have been most zealous
in assisting the Journal feel discouraged at the outlook, and see
no other solution of the problem
than a complete suspension of publication. In justice to the publishers, Messrs. Ginn & Co., of Boston, it should be stated that the decision to suspend publication was
reached by the proprietors alone,
and was not in any way brought
about bv a desire to discontinue on
the part of the publishers, even
though the Journa1 has every year
caused them a pecuniary loss.
"The sense of regret which the
proprietors and editors feel in making the present announcement has
a distinctly national tinge, for the
reason that the discontinuance of
this publication means that the
workers in meteorology in the United States cannot, or will not, support such a magazine.
However,
much we may deplore this fact, it
nevertheless remains a fact, and
American Meteorology is now left
without a representative independent organ, such as it has been
our aim to make the Journal. Before, however, drawing any general conclusions from this statement
of fact, it must be remembered
that the condition of things as to
meteorological publications in the
United States is rather different
from that which exists in most
other countries. Here in the Uni-
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ted States we have a National
Weather Bureau which is constantly sending out from its Central Office, in Washington, with a liberality which does not cease to astonish those who are not accustomed
to such a free distribution of publications, hundreds of thousands of
weather maps, crop bulletins, storm
and snowfall charts, Monthly Weather Reviews, reports and special
investigations. These publications
are sent free of charge to thousands of volunteer observers, libraries, colleges, schools, and private individuals, and in this way a
great store of meteorological information is constantly brought before our people, either directly, in
the form of the original publications, or indirectly, through the
daily papers. There are, further,
the local monthly bulletins of the
different State Weather Services,
which are widely distributed among
the volunteer observers in every
State, and several of which contain notes on meteorological matters, besides the usual tables. In
this way those of our people who
are really interested in learning
something of the science of meteorology have brought constantly to
their attention more or less information of one sort or another, and,
not unnaturally, are as a whole
disinclined to seek f o r further meteorological literature, such, for
instance, as this Journal furnishes.
We do not wish to be understood
as saying that the Journal has not
had a field of its own, nor as stating that the official Weather Bureau publications have given our
volunteer observers, and others, all
that they need in the way of meteorological information. We are
sure that the great majority of
those who are connected with our
Weather Bureau will agree with
us in our belief that this magazine
has supplied a vast amount of general information not contained in
the official meteorological publications of the Bureau, a knowledge
of which would have made our volunteer observers more careful and
more intelligent in their work, and
would have still further added to
the advance of our science in the
United States. We have thought
it but justice to our country to say

these f e w words of explanation.
The fact remains, nevertheless,
that this Journal has not received
the support it should have had to
warrant its continuance.
"With the suspension of the
publication of this Journal there
remains no representative independent meteorological publication
in the United States. This is certainly a most discouraging, not
to say humiliating, condition of
things. It is earnestly to be hoped
that in the near future some arrangements may be made f o r the
foundation, on a sound financial
basis, of a new publication, which
shall carry on the work this Journal has been trying to do, under
extremely adverse circumstances,
during the past twelve years. We
are in a position to state, and we
do so state with pleasure, that
plans are already being formulated looking towards this end.
Whatever may be done in the f u ture, however, this Journal, as the
American Meteorological
Journal,
and under its present ownership,
comes definitely to an end with
the present number.
" I t may not be out of place to
refer briefly, on this occasion, to
some points in the history of the
Journal. It was founded in 1884
by Prof. Mark W. Harrington, then
Professor of Astronomy in the University of Michigan and Director
of the Observatory at Ann Arbor.
The first number was issued in
May of that year. Mr. A. Lawrence Rotch, Proprietor of the
Blue Hill Meteorological Observatory, became associated with Prof.
Harrington on the editorial board
with the beginning of Vol. III., in
May, 1886, and in May, 1889, Prof.
W. J. Herdman, M.D., of the University of Michigan, became one
of the editors. No further change
was made until May, 1892, when
the Journal was transferred from
Ann Arbor, where it had, up to
that time, been published, to Boston. Prof. Mark W. Harrington,
who, in July, 1891, began his duties as Chief of the Weather Bureau, then retired from the active
editorship, and Mr. Robert DeC.
Ward, Assistant in Meteorology in
Harvard University, Cambridge,
Mass., took his place. A board of
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Associate Editors was then formed,
consisting of Prof. Mark W. Harrington, Chief of the United States
Weather Bureau; Mr. A. Lawrence
Rotch, Proprietor of the Blue Hill
Observatory; Professor Cleveland
Abbe, of the Weather Bureau in
Washington; Prof. William M. Davis, of Harvard University, and
Mr. Everett Hayden, Marine Meteorologist of the United States
Hydrographic Office in Washington. In July, 1895, Mr. Oliver L.
Fassig, Librarian of the United
States Weather Bureau, joined
the board of Associate Editors. A
review of the papers that have appeared in this Journal, and of the
work it has tried to do, seems to
us out of place at the present time.
Ferrel and Loomis have contributed to its pages. There is no need
to go beyond those names to show
that our Journal has had the support of the best contributors our
country could give.
"Although this editorial has already far exceeded reasonable limits, there are a few words more
directly of a personal nature,
which the present editor asks permission to make. When the Journal
was transferred from Ann Arbor
to Boston in 1892, Prof. Harrington, on account of his official duties as Chief of the Weather Bureau, resigned his position as editor, and the present editor took
his place. Prof. Harrington's successor as editor came to that position with absolutely no experience
in editorial work. The task which
devolved upon him in editing the
Journal, with his inexperience, the
confusion attending the change of
place of publication, the financial
losses incident to its continuance,
and other like matters, was very
great indeed. He was more than
once nearly discouraged with the
prospect. That he was not so discouraged, and that he was persuaded to continue the Journal, was
due principally to the letters he
then received from meteorologists
at home and abroad, many of them
entirely unknown to him except
by name, bringing words of appreciation and of encouragement, and
speaking in the highest terms of
the work the Journal had done and
was doing f o r American Meteoro-

logy. Such letters as these, which
have been coming in from time to
time throughout the past four
years, have done far more than
their writers ever could have expected or hoped they would accomplish, in the way of encouraging and rewarding the efforts
which have been made to keep this
Journal up to the high standards
set f o r it at its foundation.
To
all those who have thus written or
spoken words of appreciation and
approval the editor wishes publicly to express his thanks.
"It is a hard task to lay down
this work. It is hard to say the
last word which shall close the final volume of the American Meteorological Journal. We have been
looking forward f o r some months
to the time when we should be relieved of the editorial work involved in its publication, and could
take up our other duties which are
crowding in upon us from all sides,
but now that the moment has arrived f o r taking this step, we take
it most regretfully.
That the
American
Meteorological
Journal
may have contributed in some way
to the development of American
Meteorology is our most sincere
hope."
From 1896 to 1919, inclusive, meteorology in America had no medium
f o r publication other than the Monthly Weather Review, an official
publication of the U. S. Weather Bureau. Severe restrictions since 1919
have made publication in the Monthly Weather Review available to f e w
contributors of original articles.
Thus it was in 1919 when there
appeared a likelihood of the publication of the Monthly Weather Review
being discontinued that the plan to
establish a meteorological society
with a medium of publication was
considered and finally in December,
1919, consumated.
In St. Louis, Missouri, on December 29, 1919, the American Meteorological Society was organized and
subsequently, January 21, 1920, it
was incorporated under the Laws of
the District of Columbia. It began
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with a membership of 600 professional and nonprofessional meteorologists and since then has grown until
now its membership is much above
one thousand.
It is important, I think, that with
so many recent adherents to meteorology the American Meteorological Society extend its membership
privileges to those who have recently become affiliated with the
science of meteorology. These have
increased greatly in numbers to provide meteorological service for the
United S t a t e s military establishments, f o r the U. S. Weather Bureau,
f o r civil aviation and to a considerable extent industry. It will indeed
be unfortunate if many of these cannot become identified with the American Meteorological Society as members. To this end I have only recently asked Messrs. Reichelderfer, Zimmerman, Orville, Sarle and Parkinson
to act as a special committee of the
Society to extend invitations to meteorologists not now affiliated with
the American Meteorological Society
to become members. I have no doubt
that this committee will accomplish
much, and that we shall shortly have
occasion to welcome to membership
in the Society many meteorologists
and observers who heretofore have
not given their identification with
the major group of meteorologists in
America more than passing thought.
As stated in the Constitution of the
Society its objects are:
"The advancement and diffusion
of knowledge of meteorology and
climatology and the development
of their application to public
health, agriculture, engineering,
transportation by land and inland
waterways, navigation of the air
and oceans and general industry
and commerce."
It is the obligation of meteorologists in America to identify themselves with the organization which
we represent and to maintain our
medium of communication — The
Bulletin.

The Bulletin, the official publication of the Society, has been issued
on schedule since the number f o r January, 1920, and it is proposed that
it be continued indefinitely — funds
permitting.
It is certain that the Editor of the
Bulletin will be happy to receive suggestions from members that will in
any way improve its appearance and
contents.
Like any other organization of
this character, the progress of our
society is limited in its activities to
receipts from dues, subscriptions and
contributions.
The magnitude of the duties associated with the conduct of the Society is constantly growing.
Much
of the work is done voluntarily by
the secretary, treasurer and editor.
The time has come or shortly will
come when these shall of necessity
need the help of full-time rather than
part-time assistants to perform duties that we should not expect to have
performed by these officers and the
editor. It is believed that the councillors at this time should find a
means of making this possible. Too,
they should plan to place the Society
on a sound fiscal basis and to that
end they are requested to examine
carefully the Financial Statement
submitted to the Secretary by Mr. R.
W. Burhoe of the Secretary's Office.1
In conclusion may I ask the councillors to express by vote of thanks
appreciation of what has been done
by the Vice President, the Secretary,
the Treasurer, the Editor, the members of committees in the conduct of
the affairs of the Society during the
year now ended. I regret that distance and duties do not permit me to
be with you on this important occasion. You have my good wishes f o r
happiness and success during the year
1943 and the years to follow.
i n c l u d e d in Treasurer's Report.
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