Because copies of the original French edition of this classic of altitude
physiology are exceedingly rare, an English translation from the French has
been published. The purpose of the present edition is to make available to
English-speaking people the great store of fundamental information, originally published in 1878, which is considered as the foundation of modern research on effects of varying atmospheric pressure on the human body.
The book is divided into two main parts and numerous titles, chapters, and
subchapters. The first part deals with the history of altitude physiology up
to the time of publication. The second part contains detailed descriptions of
many experiments and of the apparatus used. The third part gives the author's summary and conclusions, with his comments on recent developments
and practical applications.
The translators have been careful to adhere as closely as possible to the
original text, even to the point of retaining words and phrases that are now
somewhat outmoded in the language of modern science. This was done purposely, because of their respect for the author's distrust of translations and
to preserve his meaning. In two respects they have departed from the plan
followed in the French edition. First, the footnotes have been grouped together at the end of several chapters instead of being placed at the bottom of
the page on which the reference occurs; second, they have added an index.—
Aero. engr. rev.
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Optical phenomena in the atmosphere

M93.7
DRIVING, A. J., Mironov, A. V., Morozov, V. M., and Khvostikov, I. A.,
Study of optical and physical properties of natural fogs (Russian). Bull. acad.
of sci., geogr. & geophys. series No. 2, Moscow 1943, p. 70-82.—Observed values
for the polarization of light scattered at different angles by fog are given,
as also those for the absorption of light by fog. These observed values do not
coincide with computed values: to explain the discrepancy, the hypothesis is
advanced that there are "submicroscopic" drops in fog.—C. C.
Necrology
Dr. F. J. W. Whipple, (who many American and Canadian meteorologists
remember with personal appreciation after his visit to Canada and the United
States in 1939) died September 25th, in his 68th year. He was 36 when his
meteorological career began: in 1912 he joined the Meteorological Office. For
thirteen years he worked at the headquarters office in London, first as superintendent of the Instruments Division and then of the Climatology Division.
In 1925, Dr. Charles Chree retired from the superintendentship of Kew
Observatory and Whipple was appointed to succeed him, being promoted at
the same time to the rank of assistant director of the Meteorological Office.
That Whipple had outstanding ability as a mathematician his university
career had given evidence, and throughout his life he maintained his interest
in mathematics; but he was also a physicist of no mean order, and the physical
problems of meteorology, or rather geophysics, were entirely congenial to
him. Seismology, atmospheric electricity and meteorological optics with their
innumerable concrete problems interested him immensely and be became an
authority on all these subjects. It was the exhibition by Sir Napier Shaw at
the British Association meeting in Dublin of a diagram showing unexplained
pressure waves on a microbarograph record which led to his outstanding
paper on the great Siberian meteor, and it was the audibility in England of
gun-fire on the Western Front during the War of 1914-18 which led directly
to his major work on the transmission of sound, which has given us so much
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information about the temperature of the upper atmosphere. Practically the
whole of Whipple's numerous publications deal with problems of this nature.
Whether interest in such matters to the exclusion of more fundamental problems is in itself a good or a bad trait I am not prepared to say; but it played
a great part in Whipple's success at Kew. Instead of being absorbed in his
own investigations he took a personal interest in the work of the young men
of science working under him, leading and helping them without any thought
of credit to himself. The consequence was that the staff at Kew produced
during Whipple's control a series of papers on seismology and atmospheric
electricity which are of fundamental importance, and of which he and the
Meteorological Office had every reason to be proud. With the passing of Dr.
Chree, Kew Observatory ended an epoch of geomagnetic research; with Dr.
Whipple commenced an epoch of research in seismology and atmospheric electricity which will be equally remarkable and has already enhanced the great
reputation of Kew Observatory.
Whipple served on the National Committee for Geodesy and Geophysics
of the Royal Society and was one of the British delegates to the International
Geophysical and Geodetic Conference which met in Washington in September
1939. For a number of years he was chairman of the Seismological Committee of the British Association. He served on the Council of the Royal
Meteorological Society and was president in 1937 and 1938. G. C. Simpson,
Nature, v. 152, no. 3863, p. 557-8. Nov. 13, 1943.

Minutes of the Meetings of the Council }*<April 24,

1943

Place: Hall of Government, George Washington University, Washington, D.C. Time: 12 to
1 p.m. Present:
Reichelderfer, acting chairman; Holzman ; Pierce; and Brooks, secretary.
Voted, to place on record the majority votes received by mail in reply to the Secretary's
letter of April 15 :
(1) Approval of the minutes of the January 27 meeting of the Council.
[See Bull. Am.
Met']. Soc., Feb., 1943, p. 75-78.]
(2) Voted, to modify item 6 of the January 27 meeting of the Council to make it read:
"to hold the next annual meeting at the time of the annual meeting of the Institute of the
Aeronautical Sciences in New York late in January, 1944."
(3) Voted, to add $500 to the allotment for the Treasurers salary and assistance.
(4) Voted, to approve of printing another 4000 Namias booklets if this can be done for
less than $2000. [See modification Nov. 8, item 5.]
(5) Voted, to have the Secretary study further the request of the Foundation for the
Study of Cycles that the Society appoint an advisor on the award of the Foundation's annual
medal, and report to the Council. [See Nov. 8, item 6.]
(6) Voted, with other votes by mail making a majority of the entire Council, to elect to
membership the 71 applicants listed in the Secretary's letter of Apr. 15 :

November

8,

1943

Place: U- S. Weather Bureau, Washington, D.C. Time: 10 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Present:
Reichelderfer, acting chairman ; George; Holzman ; Pierce; Stone; Wexler ; and Brooks, secretary.
1. Voted, to approve the minutes of the last meeting of the Council, April 24, 1943.
2. Voted, to accept as a new local branch of the Society the Chapter organized at Cincinnati, October 28, 1943.
3. Voted, to favor the formation of a local branch at Atlanta, the preliminary organization
of which was effected Nov. 5.
4. Voted, that when the presidency becomes vacant less than six months before the end
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