Another fault is that the author's desire to make his style "simpler and more
readable'' has led him into confusion and inaccuracy, as illustrated in the following:
The law of decrease of atmospheric pressure with altitude stated only implicitly
in the form "one-thirtieth of its previous value for each 900-foot increase in altitude"
(p. 108) is explicitly contradicted by the linearly decreasing arrows in Fig. 2-12 (p. 31)
marked " Arrows indicate decreasing air pressure in rising air mass," also by cones of
flow in Figs. 4-4, 4 - 6 (pp. 51, 53).
The expression 11 air can hold water vapor*' (p. 9, 33, and elsewhere contradicts
Dalton's law of partial pressures.
Adiabatic expansion is omitted from the causes of lapse rate (p. 28.).
Saturation as defined (p. 34) is incompatible with the role of "nucleuses'' (p. 58.)
History is disregarded in giving the name " s y l p h o n " to the elastic chamber of the
aneroid barometer, (p. 113) since Vidie and Bourdon have priority, of whom Yidie was
awarded a legal judgment and 25,000 fr., for infringement against Bourdon. Hadley not
Ferrel is usually regarded as first to explain the observed deflection of the wind as due to
the earth's rotation, but Newton himself knew and calculated the deflective effect on a
falling body, which differs only in direction.
These defects can be corrected in later editions, and the author can then be congratulated for producing a book intelligible to the high school student in maritime
meteorology where the great pioneers, Dampier, Maury, Piddington have not been followed
by enough workers to keep the knowledge abreast with continental meteorology. It is also
to be hoped that the next edition will be equipped with questions and problems.—Eric H.
Miller.

•4 From the Seminars
Kansas City Seminar
The Kansas City Seminar held its first meeting of this season at the University of
Kansas City on 17 September, 1946. Thirty-three persons attended the meeting. A
U. S. Department of Agriculture movie, " R i v e r " , was shown, and officers for the coming
year were elected. Following is a list of the officers:—
Chairman: Mr. P. H. Chapman, Supervising Airways Forecaster, U. S. Weather
Kansas City.
First Vice Chairman: Mr. Sidney Frank, Meteorology Instructor, TWA Airlines,
City.
Second Vice Chairman: Mr. M. H. Shearer, Aeronautics Teacher, Westport High
Kansas City.
Secretary-Treasurer:
Mr. K. M. Barnett, Airways Forecaster, U. S. Weather
Kansas City.

Bureau,
Kansas
School,
Bureau,

Meetings will be held at eight o'clock P. M., on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month, October through May, in the Geology Building of the University of Kansas City.
—Kenneth M. Barnett.

Bolivian Branch
Prof. Ismael Escobar V., Director of the Bolivian weather service, writes that the Sociedad Meteorologica de Bolivia (Bolivian Branch of the American Meteorological Society)
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has been very active during the current year. At the annual meeting in January Ing.
Vicente Burgaleta was re-elected President, and Sr. Roberto Prada Estrada was elected
General Secretary. The Society meets once a month and meetings are usually given over
to instruction and lecture seminars in various topics. There are seven active committees
that concern themselves with (1) instruction, (2) general meteorology, (3) aeronautical,
(4) medical, (5) agricultural meteorology, (6) hydrometeorology, and (7) seismology.
The committee on instruction recently sponsored a series of conferences and lectures in
various colleges at La Paz.
The Bolivian weather service has recently issued three papers: (1) on the theory of air
masses and fronts in South America by Jose Jesus Rico Negretty, (2) the climates of
Bolivia by Roberto Prada Estrada, and (3) precipitation at La Paz by Ismael Escobar
Vallejo.—K. C. S.
Chanute Field Branch
In April of this year the instructors of the Army Weather School at Chanute Field,
Illinois, were called together to form a branch of the A.M.S. The National Council of
the A.M.S. unanimously approved the formation of the local in June and the constitution
was written and approved by the membership during meetings in July. The first meeting
was called after communications with Dr. Brooks and the permission from the Director of
the School, Captain Jacob Follmer, received to use school time for seminars and meetings.
The officers during the formative period were: James C. Fidler, Chairman; T/Sgt. John O.
U. Love, Jr., Secretary. The constitution committee was composed o f : Capt. J. H. Jack,
Mr. M. H. Feitshans, and Mr. J. J. Schule, Jr. The following permanent officers were
elected for a six months terms: Mr. L. W. Jolliff, President; C. F. Thomas, Vice-President;
J. C. Fidler, Secretary-Treasurer. Regular meetings are held semi-monthly.
Since organization there have been two regular seminar meetings. The program committee headed by Julius London, has provided interesting programs. During these meetings the first paper was presented by Mr. S. M. Johnson on ' 1 Theoretical Background for
Practical Forecasting of Maximum and Minimum Temperatures." The next paper was a
report by Mr. Richard H. Braun on the " T o t a l Effects on Pressure Changes Due to Advection and Vertical Motion in the Atmosphere."
The Social Program, under the guidance of Glenn E. Stout and B. F. Keville, rounded
out the program for the summer with a picnic at Champaign, Illinois. It was a large success with outdoor sports, much to eat and no rain.
With a charter membership of seventeen, a potential membership of fifty or more and
the support of Major R. B. Girardo, the new director of the school, the branch plans for a
very active program.—J. C. F., 20 Sept.

•4 Correspondence
On the Electric Hygrometer

Aug. 14, 1946

To the Editor of the BULLETIN:
Mr. Pear's comment (in the June number of the BULLETIN, p. 358) on my article
about the simple theory of the electric hygrometer have been read with much interest.
My article dealt specifically with the electric hygrometer, as such. However, as probably
the majority of these instruments are used in radiosondes of the Diamond-Hinman type,
Mr. Pear's comments form a valuable addition to the original article.
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