has been very active during the current year. At the annual meeting in January Ing.
Vicente Burgaleta was re-elected President, and Sr. Roberto Prada Estrada was elected
General Secretary. The Society meets once a month and meetings are usually given over
to instruction and lecture seminars in various topics. There are seven active committees
that concern themselves with (1) instruction, (2) general meteorology, (3) aeronautical,
(4) medical, (5) agricultural meteorology, (6) hydrometeorology, and (7) seismology.
The committee on instruction recently sponsored a series of conferences and lectures in
various colleges at La Paz.
The Bolivian weather service has recently issued three papers: (1) on the theory of air
masses and fronts in South America by Jose Jesus Rico Negretty, (2) the climates of
Bolivia by Roberto Prada Estrada, and (3) precipitation at La Paz by Ismael Escobar
Vallejo.—K. C. S.
Chanute Field Branch
In April of this year the instructors of the Army Weather School at Chanute Field,
Illinois, were called together to form a branch of the A.M.S. The National Council of
the A.M.S. unanimously approved the formation of the local in June and the constitution
was written and approved by the membership during meetings in July. The first meeting
was called after communications with Dr. Brooks and the permission from the Director of
the School, Captain Jacob Follmer, received to use school time for seminars and meetings.
The officers during the formative period were: James C. Fidler, Chairman; T/Sgt. John O.
U. Love, Jr., Secretary. The constitution committee was composed o f : Capt. J. H. Jack,
Mr. M. H. Feitshans, and Mr. J. J. Schule, Jr. The following permanent officers were
elected for a six months terms: Mr. L. W. Jolliff, President; C. F. Thomas, Vice-President;
J. C. Fidler, Secretary-Treasurer. Regular meetings are held semi-monthly.
Since organization there have been two regular seminar meetings. The program committee headed by Julius London, has provided interesting programs. During these meetings the first paper was presented by Mr. S. M. Johnson on ' 1 Theoretical Background for
Practical Forecasting of Maximum and Minimum Temperatures." The next paper was a
report by Mr. Richard H. Braun on the " T o t a l Effects on Pressure Changes Due to Advection and Vertical Motion in the Atmosphere."
The Social Program, under the guidance of Glenn E. Stout and B. F. Keville, rounded
out the program for the summer with a picnic at Champaign, Illinois. It was a large success with outdoor sports, much to eat and no rain.
With a charter membership of seventeen, a potential membership of fifty or more and
the support of Major R. B. Girardo, the new director of the school, the branch plans for a
very active program.—J. C. F., 20 Sept.

•4 Correspondence
On the Electric Hygrometer

Aug. 14, 1946

To the Editor of the BULLETIN:
Mr. Pear's comment (in the June number of the BULLETIN, p. 358) on my article
about the simple theory of the electric hygrometer have been read with much interest.
My article dealt specifically with the electric hygrometer, as such. However, as probably
the majority of these instruments are used in radiosondes of the Diamond-Hinman type,
Mr. Pear's comments form a valuable addition to the original article.
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It should be added that some fundamental questions concerning the electric hygrometer remained unanswered—e.g., the behavior of the electrolyte at low temperatures.
Yours truly,
W. S chaffer,
University of Capetown, Rondebosch, South Africa.
Oil Pilot-Balloon Lanterns
28 August, 1946
Editor, BULLETIN of the American Meteorological Society,
Dear Sir :
The pertinent article, " N o t e s on Improving the Pilot-Balloon Lantern," by L. B.
Law, in the June BULLETIN, recalls some tests made by the writer in 1929 at Fresno,
California.
Two candles were placed in one lantern
compared with that obtained by placing one
nected by a string about a yard long. Runs
five to ten minutes longer than those given by

and the length of the resulting P I B A L was
similar candle in each of two lanterns, conobtained by the second method ranged from
the single-lantern method.

Evidently, for comparable light sources, the area of the illuminated surface is an
important factor to be considered in designing a lantern.
In the above tests, the separation of the light sources was also a factor, but no runs
were made to determine the effect of varying the distance between the lanterns.
Very truly yours,
Nelson B. Williams,
(U. S. Naval Ordnance Test Station, Inyokern, California.)

•cf Announcements fcReminder on the Annual Meeting, Boston, December 27-29
Registration—Friday
morning, December 27, Institute of Geographical Exploration, Harvard University, 2 Divinity Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Business Meeting—Saturday afternoon, December 28.
Annual Dinner—Saturday evening, December 28.
International Science Exhibition—Sponsored
by the American Association for the Advancement of Science. First Cadet Corps Armory, near Statler Hotel, Boston.
If you have not already done so, please send information as soon as possible on the
following points to the Executive Secretary, 5 Joy Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts: —
Papers—Title, abstract, time required, equipment needed.
Transportation—Number of persons, type desired.
Hotel Accommodations—Number
of persons, length of stay, type desired.
New York Meeting, January 30
In accordance with our usual custom the Society will hold a joint meeting with the
Institute of Aeronautical Sciences in New York City in January, 1947. The Institute
meetings are scheduled for January 28-30 and they are tentatively planning a meteorology
session on Thursday morning, January 30. Additional sessions will be scheduled by the
Society and will be announced later. Members who wish to present papers at the New
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