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On Dec. 29, 1919, some 30 meteorologists gathered here, under the wing of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, whose
entire membership then was of the same order as
that of the American Meteorological Society alone
today. We came with the announced determination to organize, bringing with us carefully worked
out constitution and by-laws and a program of
some 25 papers.
Is there anyone here now, besides myself, who
took part in the organization meeting?
[Miss
Stella Michel rose.]
Will all charter members present please rise!
[Miss Michel was also a charter member.] The
total number of charter members (those who
joined before the end of the 1st year) was 903.
This attempt succeeded, where Abbe's 50 years
before, and Ward's 35 years, had failed. This
was partly because, being forewarned, we not only
assessed the potential field of such a society, but
also made a positive approach; and started out
with a formal organization under a strong constitution and a leadership that included the top
meteorologists and practical appliers of meteorology of the time. Another factor was that we
started our B U L L E T I N on a scale no greater than
current dues and gifts could pay for, thereby avoiding a deficit situation that killed the more ambitious American Meteorological Journal a quarter
century before.
It was eminently fitting that Prof. Ward should
have been the first president of a society he had
so long seen the need for and had worked so hard
through his American Meteorological Journal to
develop. W e are very fortunate to have his son,
Henry, as our Treasurer today. Will Mr. Ward
please rise! [Mr. Ward made a bow.]
The following, which constituted the opening
paragraph of the January, 1920, B U L L E T I N , vol. 1,
no. 1, here in my hand, summarizes the reasons
behind this move and the, since largely realized,
hopes of this small group for the future:
* Address at opening session, St. Louis meeting, Tan. 3,
1950.

"The organization of the American Meteorological Society on December 29, 1919, in St. Louis
and its subsequent affiliation with the American
Association for the Advancement of Science and
the incorporation of this Society in Washington,
D. C., on January 21, 1920, mark the beginning of
a movement not only to push forward investigations of weather processes and.climatic conditions,
but also to widen the valuable application of the
knowledge already at hand. The great application of meteorology in warfare has shown that
there are large possibilities of extending its use
much more thoroughly into almost every line of
human endeavor. But since such extension of
meteorological knowledge and its applications requires cooperation between amateur and professional meteorologists on the one hand, and teachers, business and professional men on the other
hand, the organization of this Society was rendered
highly desirable. A little over half of its present
membership of nearly 600 are amateur or professional meteorologists, while the rest comprise people with such diverse interests as those represented
in the following groups: aeronautical engineers,
architects, astronomers, automobile salesmen, aviators, business-men, civil engineers, (especially
dock and bridge builders), ecologists, explorers,
farmers, fruit-growers, geographers, geologists,
hydraulic engineers, lawyers, mariners, merchants,
nature-lovers, newspaper men, officials in rail and
auto-transportation, telephone, telegraph, light,
and fuel companies, physicians, physicists, shippers, stockmen, students, and teachers. Surely,
the applications of meteorology are manifold."
[For an extension of my remarks on this score,
see my paper printed in the program.]
A sampling of the annual meetings at five-year
intervals will give a picture of the Society's development.
At the organization meeting, 10 active meteorological committees were set up, each under an
officer or councilor who was a leader in that phase
of meteorology or its applications:
Research—C. F. Marvin, Chief of the Weather
Bureau, later Pres't.
Instruction—Prof. W . M. Wilson, of Cornell.
Public Information—Librarian C. F. Talman, of
the Weather Bureau.
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Physiological Meteorology—Prof.
Ellsworth
Huntington, of Yale (Author of a book
on this subject).
Agricultural Meteorology—J. Warren Smith,
Weather Bureau (Author of a book on
this subject).
Hydrological Meteorology—R. E. Horton, Consulting engineer, also Treas., later Pres't.
Business Meteorology—A.
W . Douglas, Simmons Hardware Co., St. Louis, who very
successfully applied shorter and longer
term forecasting to hardware wholesale
over a wide territory.
Commercial Meteorology—H. J. Cox, Weather
Bureau, Chicago (Transportation by land
and inland waterways).
Marine Meteorology—J.
H. Scarr, Weather
Bureau, New York.
Aeronautical Meteorology—Gen.
C. T. Menoher, Air Service, Washington.
Of the 29 papers presented at the first meeting
(including a few at the short meeting in New
York immediately after), 9 were on meteorology
in general or meteorological theory, 5 on climatology, and the other 15 on applied meteorology
(4 Weather service, 3 Teaching, 2 Forecasting,
1 each in agriculture, hydrology, aeronautical
meteorology, ballistics, tree-rings, and business).
The 5th annual meeting was about of the same
duration and number of papers as the first. Held
in the Central Office of the Weather Bureau, in
Washington, however, it commanded a much
larger attendance, 50-75, despite little net increase
in membership since the first meeting. President
Milham, who had succeeded President, Sir Frederic Stupart (of Canada), felicitated the Society
on its 5th anniversary and remarked on its healthy
state both as to membership and finances, including assurance of the ultimate success in endowing
the Meisinger Fund, started that year (1924).
Prof. Milham was, indeed, an optimist, for the
membership had shrunk from 903 at the end of
the 1st year to 661 and it was on its way down to
a low of 604 three years later.
The 10th annual meeting at Des Moines under
President Humphreys, who had succeeded President Marvin, consisted of 4 sessions, crowded with
interesting papers and discussions. It was the
best yet, thanks in considerable measure to Charles
D. Reed and his committee. The increasing membership, growing publication, and strong financial
condition were noted with satisfaction. 40 to 60
attended.
At about this time the B U L L E T I N was expanding, thanks to the assistance of Nunn, then Flora,
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as Joint Editors, Bangs, Byers and Laskowski as
Assistant Editors, and Henry, Horton, Patterson
and Root as Contributors.
During the next four years, President Patterson
(of Canada) and President Kimball served.
The 15th annual meeting, at Pittsburgh, under
President Cline, was a 2-day affair with 29 papers,
including a symposium on the hydro-meteorology
of the Ohio River, 25 to 50 attending. At this
meeting the distinction between Fellows and Members was dropped.
The following year's annual meeting was here
at St. Louis, under retiring President Cline and
incoming President Kincer.
Engineer Albion
Davis, of this city, in an outstanding paper, described the meteorological factors going into the
daily runoff forecasts for the water-power plant
of the Union Electric Co., at a saving of $4 for
every $1 spent.
In a paper on "Sixteen Years of American
Meteorology and its Society," * John A. Riley,
at about this time, pointed out that the growth
of the Society had not kept pace with the development of meteorological services in the United
States, but saw the recent organization of local
branches as a hopeful sign, as bringing meteorology to the attention of an increasing circle of
business and professional men who are finding the
subject important in their work.
President Gregg, who had been Treasurer
through early critical years, followed President
Kincer; but, most unfortunately, died in office.
The 20th annual meeting, at Columbus, under
Presidents Horton and Reichelderfer, was again
a 2-day meeting, including a symposium on hydrology, and another, arranged by Rossby, on
variation in zonal circulation and applications to
long-range forecasting.
The membership had climbed to 1189. At this
time, the Society vainly urged increased appropriations for the Monthly Weather Review and
Supplements, and began considering separately
publishing articles greater in length and number
than the B U L L E T I N could handle and yet still continue its content of reviews, abstracts, notes and
announcements.
Early in our 3rd decade the meteorological
needs of war stepped up these activities, and, as
the war approached its close, it became evident
that there was a real need for the development of
a strong professional organization in American
meteorology. This was urgently voiced in his
Presidential Address by Edward H. Bowie, in
* BULLETIN, A p r . 1935, pp. 95-100.
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1943: f "I have in mind to bring to your attention
the part that our Society is under obligation to
take to advance the science of meteorology and aid
those associated with it in a professional or nonprofessional capacity. Our obligation at this time
. . . is pressing. The science . . . is moving forward with giant strides and those coming into this
field will require orientation and guidance. . . .
Hence the call I make to members . . . to work
toward establishing on a firmer foundation our
. . . society and its Journal. . .
He then cited the bold attempt of 1884-1896 of
the American Meteorological Journal, which ended
through lack of support resulting, perhaps in large
measure, from the large volume of free meteorological publications including the then distinctly
competitive Monthly Weather Review, which,
from 1896 to 1919, was America's only medium
for publishing the results of meteorological research from various sources. Severe restrictions
since 1919, he pointed out, had made publication
in the Monthly Weather Review available to few
contributors of original articles.
"Thus it was in 1919 when there appeared a
likelihood of the publication of the Monthly
Weather Review being discontinued that the plan
to establish a meteorological society with a medium of publication was considered and finally in
December, 1919, consummated.
. . The magnitude of the duties associated
with the conduct of the Society is constantly growing. Much of the work is done voluntarily by
the secretary, treasurer and editor. The time has
come or shortly will come when these shall of
necessity need the help of full-time rather than
part-time assistants to perform duties that we
should not expect to have performed by these
officers and the editor. It is believed that the
councillors at this time should find a means of
making this possible. . .
Major Bowie died soon after, but Acting President Haurwitz appointed a Ways and Means
Committee which began to study the problem.
It was a year, however, before the imminence
of the end of the war and newly elected President
Rossby's dynamic leadership led the Council to
take active steps. Prof. Henry G. Houghton, who
deservedly succeeded Rossby as President, headed
the committee on reorganization, in 1944. Although there was some talk of creating a new
society for professional meteorologists only, both
the professional and amateur elements of the Society wisely believed that a reorganization of the
existing unit to meet the new needs would be
t BULLETIN, Jan. 1943, pp. 34-38.
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better. This was successfully accomplished by an
overwhelming majority at the great Kansas City
meeting five years ago. This was a fitting celebration of the 25th anniversary, as was also the
remarkable program of papers that integrated
Weather Bureau, Army, Navy and Air Force
synoptic and forecasting procedures the world
over.
Under the active and wise leadership of Presidents Rossby, Houghton, and Orville, the reconstituted Society successfully met the challenges of
the demobilization of thousands of wartime meteorological officers and of the declassification of
the enormous body of their wartime researches for
military purposes. Demobilization required a personnel file and placement service for the most
effective utilization of those hundreds among the
thousands of war-trained meteorologists who
wished to keep on in the profession. As a corollary, the development of industrial and engineering applications of meteorology was needed ; and
the Society did much to stimulate this and to aid
in establishing industrial meteorological firms by
promoting contacts and by helping to work out a
reasonably satisfactory delimitation of the somewhat overlapping spheres of government and private meteorology. Along with his innumerable
other duties our energetic Executive Secretary,
Ken Spengler, has made this an important activity.
Declassification of the results of meteorological
research accomplished in government agencies
during the war presented another challenge to the
Society. How could the principal results be preserved and brought to the attention of the profession? The answer was the establishment of
the

JOURNAL

OF

METEOROLOGY

and

METEORO-

LOGICAL M O N O G R A P H S .

A strong promotion and coordination of research and applications required more than merely
a medium for publication. And here the Society
took the lead by developing the forthcoming Compendium of Meteorology, as well as M E T E O R O LOGICAL A B S T R A C T S A N D

BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Although our Society goes by the name of
American it is truly an international society.
From the outset, it has included members in
Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and other West Indies,
Central and South America; but in recent years
more and more meteorologists in the Eastern
Hemisphere have become members. The J O U R N A L OF METEOROLOGY had the word "American"
purposely omitted from the title. The B U L L E T I N
runs more to shorter articles than the J O U R N A L
and is more inclined toward the practical applications. Nevertheless, it, like the J O U R N A L , en-
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joys an enviable reputation as an international
meteorological journal. Indeed, it has apparently
the largest circulation of any meteorological journal the world over.
A few figures, by 5-year intervals,* may be
of interest as showing the development of the
Society:
Membership

Subscriptions

4. Headquarters at University of Kansas City
(no progress—maybe St. Louis after such
a gathering as this will put in a bid!)
This year's program of 76 papers by 73 speakers, with its 8 symposia, by far exceeds that of
any previous meeting in every respect. Father
Pages published

Year
Total

1919
1924
1929
1934
1939
1944
1949
1
2
3

586
661
690
744
1189
2286
3718

Prof.

—

Corp.

—

—

—

—

—

—

— -

—

1731

11
31 •

Bull.

0
63
78
111
561
1363
1065 1

Journal

—
—
—
—
—

893 2

Bull.

0
182
254
318
458
432
364 3

Journal
—
—
— •

—
—

116
434

National
meetings

Active
branches

1
3
3
3
6
2
3

0
0
1
3
15
10
30

Annual
expense

$

Endowment

190
1,701
1,898
2,084
5,281
14,227
76,244

$

0
1,699
4,959
6,574
12,752
22,568
22,770

Also 47 exchanges and 69 deposits.
Also 76 exchanges and 101 deposits.
Exclusive of index, this number of pages in the new format being equivalent to about 450 of the old.

We may well feel proud of the growth and
accomplishments of our Society over the 30 years
of its youth! W e are still very young: just consider the venerable Royal Meteorological Society
of Great Britain, which has graciously invited all
members of the American Meteorological Society
to attend their centennial celebration next spring!
In spite of their 100 years, however, they are still
most energetic, a shining example for us to follow!
It is interesting to compare our progress with
what I thought 5 years ago would be a reasonable
expectation for the 2nd quarter century of the
Society,f now 1 /5th gone:
1. Professional members at least 2000 (already
1731)
Corporation members at least 100 (already
31)
Members at least 5000 (already 1946)
Associates at least 10,000 (none yet; A.W.A.
fulfilling this)
2. Income from members $70,000 or more (already $28,045)
Endowment at least $100,000 (now $22,770)
3. Publications in addition to B U L L E T I N and
JOURNAL:

A monograph series (established)
M E T E O R O L O G I C A L A B S T R A C T S (established)
A popular magazine (none by American
Meteorological Society, but Weatherwise
and Weatherwatch filling need)
* From BULLETIN : Feb. 1945, p. 51; May 1945, p. 167.
f C f . BULLETIN, Jan. 1945, p. 50.

Macelwane, S.J., is Chairman of the Program
Committee.
I have attempted a rough topical classification:
Meteorology as a scientific
subject:
Meteorological measurements, observations and
instrumentation
Turbulence and other circulation
Radiation
Upper atmosphere
Other, including the physics
of clouds and precipitation,
and meteorology in general
Climatology as a scientific
subject:
Weather services, synoptic meteorology, and short range
forecasting
Applied meteorology:
Air pollution and purification
Engineering, including aeronautical and ballistics, fire
weather and general
Physiological meteorology,
applied climatology
Teaching
General
The speakers are affiliated as
follows:
Government:
Weather bureau
Army

1950

1919
51%

31%

15%

4%

14
4
4

4
0
0

13

24
4

17

13
33

21
31

16

0

4

14

4
8
1

7
10
4

48
21
5

43
33
5
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Navy
Air Force
Other (Research and Development, Quartermaster,
Public Health Service)
Universities, foundations,
schools
Engineers
Business (including airlines,
radio, consultants)
Amateurs

There could be no better evidence than this
meeting of the essential role the Society is playing
in meteorology, by virtue of the gathering together, several times a year, of meteorologists of
various specialties in various agencies inside and
outside the governments of the various nations
participating. We can not only feel proud of the
Society and the cooperation it promotes, but
also we can feel sure of a brilliant future for
meteorology.

40

33
14
5
5

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Nominations for the Year-End Election
The Nominating Committee, Gordon E. Dunn, Henry
T. Harrison, and Hurd C. Willett, Chairman, submit the
following nominations:
For Secretary, 1951: Charles F. Brooks, Harvard University.
For Treasurer, 1951: Henry DeC. Ward, Eaton &
Howard, Inc.
For Councilor, 1951-1953, incl.:
Lt. Col. George F. Taylor, USAF
Col. W. O. Senter, USAF
Prof. Herbert Riehl, Univ. of Chicago
Prof. J. Bjerknes, Univ. of Calif.
Jerome Namias, U. S. Weather Bureau
John C. Ballard, U. S. Weather Bureau
J. A. Browne, Trans World Airlines, Inc.
E. B. Buxton, Chicago & Southern Air Lines, Inc.
Charles C. Bates, A. H. Glenn & Assoc.
Dr. Andrew Thomson, Controller, Met. Serv. of Canada
These candidates have given their consent to serve if
elected.
Article IV, of the By-Laws provide that "Additional
nominations made in writing by not less than twenty-five
members shall be included on the ballot if received by the
Secretary before October 1, and if the nominee gives his
written consent."

Special Publications Distributed to Members
The Royal Meteorological Society Centenary issue of
Weather, March, 1950, has been mailed to all members of
the American Meteorological Society as a result of arrangements made by the office of the Executive Secretary
for a special purchase offered by the Royal Meteorological
Society.
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Through the courtesy of the Geophysical Research
Directorate of the AF Cambridge Research Laboratories,
sufficient copies of Research Papers # 1 and 3, "Isotropic
and non-isotropic turbulence in the atmospheric surface
layer" by Heinz Lettau, and "Diffraction effects in the
propagation of compressional waves in the atmosphere"
by Norman A. Haskell, will be distributed to the professional members of the American Meteorological Society
through arrangements made with the office of the Executive Secretary. The names of new professional members
will be furnished regularly to the Geophysical Research
Directorate to insure that all professional members receive the unclassified Research Papers, GRD Seminar
announcements, and other material which may be distributed by the Directorate.

NEWS

AND

NOTES

Hurricane and Typhoon Forecasters' Course
A special course for weather officers of the Navy and
Air Force engaged in hurricane and typhoon forecasting
was offered at the Department of Meteorology, University
of Chicago, May 8-June 3. The program included discussion of all current and older forecast principles advanced on the subjects of formation and movement; the
structure of storms; weather station operation and
weather reconnaissance. At the end of the course all
forecast methods considered pertinent by the participants
were assembled in a brief manual. An attempt was made
to establish forecasting routines for the different phases
of hurricane forecasts. Six officers, four from the Air
Forces and two from the Navy, are participating in the
course which is conducted under a research contract between the Office of Naval Research and the University
of Chicago.
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