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1. Introduction

The need for knowledge of wind effect and its variability is well known to all who have worked in the
field of unguided missiles. Often the wind is the critical
factor which determines whether a scheduled launch
actually occurs. At inland sites, the trajectories and impacts are more restricted than at seacoast sites, and wind
effect is even more critical. In the past, emphasis has
been more on horizontal than on vertical components
of the wind, and in general has concentrated on the
layers near the ground, since the wind in these layers
produces the largest effect. As our expanding technology and our interest in even greater payloads, heights,
and distances continue, we are faced with a need for
detailed knowledge of the dynamics of the vertical as
well as the horizontal wind. To meet this need, a study
of mountain lee waves is now being conducted at White
Sands Missile Range. [See also Cover Photo of lee wave
clouds over the Sierra Nevadas.]
2. Geography of W h i t e Sands Missile

Range

Most of White Sands Missile Range lies in the Tularosa
Basin, a nearly flat valley about 40 miles wide and 100

miles long. On the west, the San Andres Mountains
(Fig. 1), just within the range, have numerous craggy
peaks reaching from 7000 to 9000 ft mean sea level.
The west side of this range rises moderately but the east
side drops abruptly to the valley floor at about 4000 ft
mean sea level. To the east, the Sacramento Mountains
are situated about 10 miles outside the range and have
numerous peaks reaching 8000 to 10,000 ft, and one
peak of 12,000 ft.
The San Andres Mountains are ideally oriented for
the production of lee waves, since they are nearly normal to the prevailing wind during most of the year.
Moreover, the terrain to the west consists of a series of
other ranges spaced at distances of approximately 30
miles and similarly oriented. This terrain is conducive
to harmonic reinforcement of waves of appropriate
length.
The dryness of the air prevents formation of typical
lee wave clouds on most occasions, but impressive decks
are seen several times annually.
3. D a t a collection

The basic observational technique consists of releasing
superpressure balloons, with radar targets and radio-

FIG. 1. Southern extremity of San Andres Mountains viewed from the missile launch complexes
to the east.
634

Vol. 46, No. 10, October 1965
Unauthenticated | Downloaded 01/09/23 08:27 AM UTC

Bulletin American Meteorological Society

FIG. 2. Sketch of data collecting techniques.

FIG. 3. Trajectories of balloon flights number 76 and 77 over
White Sands Missile Range.

FIG. 4. Vertical cross section of radar superpressure balloon
>
tracks.

sondes attached, at points west of the range and following their trajectories with radars while simultaneously
recording temperatures on the GMD's (Fig. 2). The
balloons are assumed to follow isopycnic surfaces as
they float across the range and to trace out the shape
of the lee wave. Two balloons are usually released to
float simultaneously over the range at two heights and
yield a vertical profile of the wave.
FPS-16 radars were used to track the balloons and
their attached spherical targets. Their output was position data in x, y, and z components; data points were
recorded on magnetic tape at the rate of one per second.
Early flights with the AMT-15 and AMT-4B radiosondes produced erroneous temperatures, usually too
high, resulting from loss of ventilation when floating.
This problem was overcome by use of techniques which
will be the subject of another publication.
Balloons were obtained for pressure altitudes of 600,
500, 250, 100, and 30 mb and combinations of these

were flown during the winter of 1963 and the spring
of 1964. During the 1965 season combinations are being
flown at 9, 14, and 19 thousand feet msl.
Fifty missions, using 96 balloons, were completed during the 1963-64 season. Most missions had to be scheduled at random, but during one three-day period, three
flights were made each day, about six hours apart.
About 70 per cent of the missions produced partially
complete data and about 20 per cent were completely
successful. The balloons were tracked for about 30 minutes on the average.
4. Data analysis

Balloon position data recorded on magnetic tape from
the range radars are being processed on the 7094 computer. The computer output lists the x, y, and z components for 30-second averaged intervals, in both meters and feet, and the x, y, and z velocities in meters per
second. Hollerith cards are punched for all data.
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5. Preliminary results

The data so far processed show mean balloon vertical
velocities of near 1 meter per second; some are as high
as 6 meters per second. The vertical oscillations extend
through an average of 260 meters; a few reached 800
meters in extent. The wavelengths averaged 18.6 kilometers (12 miles); the longest wave was 37 kilometers (23
miles).
One of the most interesting wave situations observed
occurred on 1 April 1964 when two balloons were released simultaneously from Deming, New Mexico, just
ahead of an approaching cold front which was accompanied by a vigorous trough aloft. Fig. 3 shows the
trajectories of these balloons as they were tracked from
the western boundary of the missile range, across the
San Andres Mountains and the Tularosa Basin, to the
eastern range boundary at Holloman Air Force Base.
Operational priorities prevented tracking any farther
east. The successive positions of the ridges and troughs
within the wave are marked on the trajectories.
Fig. 4 shows the vertical motion of the lee wave as
these two balloons floated over the White Sands Missile
Range. The vertical cross section is shown normal to
the wind, which was from 250 degrees; the vertical exaggeration is 4.8 to 1. The length of this wave was about
17 miles; the vertical velocities of the balloons, as
shown from the computer output, reached 6 meters per
second.
A final report will contain comprehensive data for
each balloon flight, including radiosonde temperatures,
data from our 500-ft meteorological research tower,

necrology
John Edward Baczuk
1913-1965

Lt. Col. John E. Baczuk, who retired as operations officer of
6th Weather Squadron (Mobile), Tinker AFB, Oklahoma,
on 28 February, died of a heart attack at Grand Rapids,
Michigan, on 11 July.
After graduating from Joliet Junior College, Illinois, in
1931, Col. Baczuk worked for the U. S. Forest Service, the
National Park Service, and the War Department until World
War II. He then entered the Army Air Corps and received
meteorological training at Chanute Field. As a weather officer
he served at many duty stations from Japan to Labrador.
He became a professional member of the American Meteorological Society in 1957.
His last address was c/o Mrs. H. J. Bergmans, 4294 Canal
Street, S. W., Grandville, Michigan.

FIG. 5. Rocketsonde winds for 1 April 1964 at White Sands
Missile Range.

when available, and in many cases rocketsonde data
such as is shown in Fig. 5 for the wave occurrence shown
in Figs. 3 and 4.
Victor Samuel Palmer
1913-1965

Victor S, Palmer, meteorologist and research mathematician
at the U. S. Army Biological Laboratories, Fort Detrick,
died at his home in Frederick, Maryland, on 3 July 1965.
His accomplishments at Fort Detrick since 1951 marked
him uniquely as an expert in bringing theory in mathematics and meteorology to bear on problems confronting design
engineers, aerobiologists, and military specialists. His ability
to provide the working tools of application from well-founded
theoretical concepts made him a widely sought consultant in
research and development, often at Pentagon levels.
Author of a long list of Army publications, he devoted a
major portion of his time to the documentation of his findings. Several of his reports have received extremely wide circulation and continue to stand as the chief, if not the only,
references in many special areas of knowledge.
Mr. Palmer graduated with honors from Western Maryland College in 1934, took courses in meteorology at the
University of Tennessee, and was associated with the U. S.
Weather Bureau prior to his assignment at Fort Detrick.
He joined the American Meteorological Society in 1949 and
became a professional member in 1954.
His last address was 37 East Third Street, Frederick, Maryland.—Walter D. Foster
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