Executive Director spengler
celebrates 25lh anniversary

On April 1 of this year
Dr. Kenneth C. Spengler
completed twenty-five years
of service to the Society
as its Executive Director.
The very best tribute that
anyone can give him on
reaching this milestone is
to compare the Society as
it was on April 1, 1946,
when he was first retained
to manage the new headquarters, with what the
AMS is today.
In 1946, the Society had been in existence for slightly
over 25 years. It consisted of about 2500 members, and
its annual budget was $25,000. Its activities consisted of
a small number of meetings each year and two publications: the B U L L E T I N and the J O U R N A L O F M E T E O R O L O G Y ,
which had just begun a year or two before. The Society's
headquarters consisted of a number of cramped rented
rooms at 3 Joy Street in Boston, and the financial condition was so precarious that funds had to be transferred
from the J O U R N A L account to complete payment of the
Executive Secretary's salary for the first year.
On April 1 of this year the Society finds itself somewhat over 50 years old with a membership approaching
9000 and an annual budget of $1,000,000. Its periodicals
have grown in number from two to seven and in pages
from about 800 to more than 7500. Largely through Dr.
Spengler's patient and persistent efforts, the Society
has acquired title to its own headquarters, the third
Harrison Gray Otis house at 45 Beacon Street, designed
by Charles Bullfinch, and has restored the building to its
original Georgian beauty. The Society sponsors between
15 and 20 national and international conferences each
year, and it supervises the production of a number of
films and popular monographs for the education of
the public.
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Dr. Spengler was born in Harrisburg, Pa., in November 1915 and was granted the B.A. degree in mathematics
in 1936 by Dickinson College. He was commissioned in
the U. S. Army in 1939, and was the first Aviation Cadet
to be accepted for the meteorology training program
begun at MIT in 1940. After the war he continued in
the Air Force Reserve and has served recently as Assistant to the Commander of the Air Weather Service for
Interdepartmental and International Weather Matters.
In May 1967 he was promoted to the rank of Brigadier
General.
He was granted an honorary Doctor of Science degree
by the University of Nevada in 1966, and the Charles
F. Brooks Award by the Society in January 1968. He
is a Fellow of the AMS, the AAAS, and the American
Geographical Society, and a member of the AGU, AIAA,
and the Marine Technology Society, and many others.
At present he is Vice President of the Council of Engineering and Scientific Society Secretaries, and PastPresident of the National Federation of Science Abstracting and Indexing Services.
Although the Council has the responsibility for setting
goals and policies for the Society, it is, in the last
analysis, the Executive Director's job to see that these
goals are achieved and that the Society's affairs are
managed effectively and efficiently. What is not so obvious is the fact that Dr. Spengler's leadership has had
an enormous impact in assisting the Council and its
officers to adopt courageous and wise goals. In addition
his infectious congeniality has given us a unanimity of
spirit not equaled in any other professional society
today.
I take pleasure in saluting Ken Spengler on this
occasion. Through his leadership the Society finds itself
admirably equipped to face the uncertainties and challenges of this second half century.
A L F R E D K. BLACKADAR, President
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Headquarters stall leles Kenneth c. Spengler
On the evening of April 25th, members of the Headquarters Staff of the AMS surprised Executive Director
Kenneth C. Spengler with a party in celebration of the
25th anniversary of his appointment as Executive Secretary. The party was timed to coincide with a meeting
of the Society's Executive Committee, so that the latter
were able to attend the cocktail party as well as the

dinner later at a downtown restaurant; Mrs. Spengler
also was present. At the conclusion of the dinner, Evelyn
Mazur, on behalf of the staff, presented Dr. Spengler
with a tie pin bearing the AMS seal and with several
other remembrances. Members of the Executive Committee congratulated Dr. Spengler on his twenty-five
years of service to the Society.

Executive Director Spengler enjoys an hors d'oeuvre
while some of the AMS staff look on.

Congratulating Dr. Spengler are Rose DeSimone
and Evelyn Mazur of the AMS staff.
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