
Editor's Note: The American Meteorological Society was invited last year (1973) by the Chinese 
Meteorological Society to send a small delegation to spend two weeks in the People's Republic 
of China. The visit took place in April and May 1974; this is the report of that delegation. 
The trip to the P.R.C. was unique as a people-to-people first visit, and therefore beyond the 
usual scientific exchange. The report attempts to record the societal, cultural, and scientific 
experience as a full account to the membership. It is hoped that the report will serve also as 
resource material for scientific exchanges with China in the future. 

visit to the People's Republic 
of China: 
a report from the A.M.S. 

William W. Kellogg, David Atlas 
National Center for Atmospheric Research 

Boulder, Colo. 
David S. Johnson 

National Environmental Satellite Service/NOAA 
Washington, D.C. 

Richard J. Reed 
University of Washington 

Seattle, Wash. 
and Kenneth C. Spengler 

American Meteorological Society 
Boston, Mass. 

1. The invitation 

There have, of course, been a number of delegations and 
individuals from the United States who have made visits 
to the People's Republic of China (P.R.C.), but we be-
lieve that ours was the first in which a professional 
society was invited directly by its Chinese counterpart. 
Therefore, it is pertinent to recount the steps leading to 
this invitation. 

When it was announced in January of 1972 that Presi-
dent Nixon would visit the P.R.C., AMS President 
Richard J. Reed wrote to President Nixon (with a copy 
to Henry Kissinger) pointing out that meteorologists 
have traditionally worked together "in establishing global 
weather networks and other meteorological programs 
and services for the benefit of mankind," and noted that, 
with the admission of China to the U.N., the time was 
ripe for a renewal of exchanges of scientific information 
and other cooperative endeavors between the U.S. and 
the Chinese meteorological community. He went on to 
say that the AMS was prepared to send a small delega-
tion of Society representatives, if the two governments 
approved. 

The responses to this overture which came from our 
State Department, from the Administrator of NOAA (Dr. 
Robert M. White), and subsequently from the Secretary 
General of the W.M.O. (Mr. D. A. Davies), were to the 
effect that the AMS could best pursue the matter directly 
"through its own channels"—whatever they were. So, 
with no official sanction from government circles, Presi-
dent Reed did test the water in some other channels. 

iThe names of all the Delegation members are given at 
the beginning of Section 2. Organizer and editor of this 
report was W. W. Kellogg. 

In August 1972, he wrote to Mr. Kuo Mo-jo, President 
of the Academia Sinica, i.e., the Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences in Peking, (with a copy to Mr. Meng Ping, then 
the Director of the Central Meteorological Bureau in 
Peking) describing the AMS and its functions, and ex-
pressing the desire to send a delegation to establish 
friendly relations (following the people-to-people con-
tacts advocated in the Nixon-Mao talks) and to achieve 
"scientifically productive contact and exchange." 

In September 1972, we received a letter from the 
P.R.C. Embassy in Canada requesting further informa-
tion about the AMS and its officers. President Reed 
promptly responded, including biographical sketches (as 
requested) of himself and then President-Elect W. W. 
Kellogg. 

A rather long silence ensued, punctuated by a com-
munication from an important link in this negotiation, 
Prof. C. C. Chang of the Catholic University of America 
in Washington, D.C. Prof. Chang had visited his original 
homeland in 1972 and gave a memorable report on this 
visit at the AMS Annual Meeting in St. Petersburg in 
January 1973. On hearing of our efforts to arrange an 
exchange, he wrote two letters (in Chinese), one to the 
late Prof. Chu Ko-chen, Vice President of the Academia 
Sinica and a noted climatologist and scholar, restating 
our interest in a visit to China; and the other to Prof. 
Chou Pei-yuan, Vice Chairman of the Revolutionary 
Committee of the Peking University. In March 1973, 
Prof. Chu replied: "The Academia Sinica currently 
transfers your recommendation to the related organiza-
tions for careful consideration" (Prof. Chang's transla-
tion). About the same time, Prof. Chou also replied 
with his assurances. 
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