letters to the editor'
Is the quality of life being improved
by weather modification?
In the January 1974 issue of the BULLETIN, Robert Elliott has
written a letter to the Editor describing his view of how
the quality of life is being improved by weather modification. As an old hand in this business, he must be sitting
back and waiting for an avalanche of conflicting opinions
about, among other things, whether or not cloud seeding
works and what is the meaning of "quality." In attempting a
reply, this writer feels a little as if he were going through
a ritual dance, articulating a different but familiar point
of view about ecological and aesthetic issues that have been
argued over for decades, with no discernible increase in the
general fund of wisdom.
Mr. Elliott's comment that reservoirs "afford new opportunities for camping, boating, and fishing" implies a moreor-less even trade in quality between a free-flowing stream
and a fluctuating-level reservoir. Without going into a comparison between the pleasures of fishing for wild stream
trout and those of catching lake fish, it is important to note
that these mountain stream valleys are far more than pieces
of beautiful scenery, since the vegetation produced there
constitutes critically important winter forage for deer, elk
and small animals. When a stream valley is flooded to
create a reservoir, the result is not simply inconvenience to
i This section of the BULLETIN is made available to members who wish to express opinions about problems of concern
to the AMS. (For guidelines followed in accepting letters, see
"Minutes of the Council," BULLETIN OF THE AMS, 5 1 , p. 40,
51, p. 434, ^[7.) The opinions expressed in "Letters to
the Editor" are those of the writers and do not represent
the official position of the American Meteorological Society.

(Continued from announcements, page 423)
Research on wind energy conversion systems
The Research Applications Directorate of the National Science Foundation intends to provide approximately $3,000,000
for research on advanced systems, subsystems, and associated problem areas related to advancing the capability of
extracting useful energy from the wind. Proposals are being
sought in six categories. Proposals for the first category,
Wind Energy Mission Analysis (A-l), must be received by
the Central Processing Section (Room 223, 1800 G Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20550) by 5:00 p.m., EDT, 19 June
1974. Proposals for all other categories, Applications of Wind
Energy Systems (A-2), Wind Characteristics (B-l), Subsystems
and Components Research and Technology (B-2), Advanced
or Innovative System Concepts (B-3), and Advanced Farm and
Rural Use Systems (B-4) must be received by the same Section
and address by 5:00 p.m., EDT, 17 July 1974.
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the resident elk herd. The consequence may, in fact, be that
the herd is eliminated, since the survival of the animals is
limited by available winter food.
Again, the statement is made that "lowering the mean
isohyetal by 300 or so feet" "shouldn't bother deer and other
mobile forms of life." This observation makes the false
assumption that there is room for the deer to move somewhere else. On the contrary, agricultural, industrial and recreational land development is reducing available big game
range at an alarming rate every year. Furthermore, the
suggestion that the impact of hunting and fishing on wildlife is greater than that brought about by changes in
habitat would be refuted by any game management specialist. To imply that extinction of species, say the destruction
of the great Auk or the diminution of the buffalo herds
by hunters, is comparable in any way to the problems of
modern-day game management is a specious argument.
To say that the farmer "would prefer that there be only
one species, namely his crop" is to underestimate the average
farmer's intelligence. More than most of us, farmers are aware
of the absolute necessity of variety in nature.
This writer would hate to be accused of being one of
those obstructionists who think of "man as the ravager and
the rest of nature as the innocent victim" because we all
know that the reverse is true. However, it does seem that Mr.
Elliott's vision of the good life can best be judged by reflecting on his assertion that among the accomplishments of our
society "is certainly the improvement of the environment."
W . J . D . KENNEDY

National Center for Atmospheric Research
P.O. Box 3000
Boulder, Colorado

The objective of category B-l (Wind Characteristics) is
to increase the technical capability to locate favorable wind
system sites, reduce uncertainty in the prediction or validation of the characteristics of sites, and assist the sizing and
performance prediction of wind systems. Proposals in this
category may include, for example, research on lowspeed
aerodynamics over terrain, boundary-layer flow conditions
and variations, temporal and areal variations of winds, and
of gusts, storm, icing, and other wind characteristics, methods for extrapolation of wind data, and techniques for
minimizing the cost, time, and data required for site wind
characteristics determination, application of modeling and
analytical techniques, experimental verification of wind
prediction theories, and similar research areas.
(More announcements on page 471)
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PREPRINT VOLUME

Conference on Urban Environment
and
Second Conference on Biometeorology
Philadelphia, Pa.

Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 1972

A Conference on Urban Environment and the Second Conference on Biometeorology were held
at the Sheraton Hotel, October 31-November 2, 1972 in Philadelphia, Pa. The sponsors were the
American Meteorological Society and the American Institute of Medical Climatology.
The dual nature of the meeting highlighted the ever-increasing meteorological and biological
processes associated with large metropolitan centers—centers which are creating their own special
climates and resulting plant, animal and health hazards through aerosol, chemical and thermal
pollution.
A preprint volume containing sixty papers categorized under the following topics is available:
URBAN M I C R O M E T E O R O L O G Y AND I N S T R U M E N T A T I O N
F O R E C A S T I N G AND M O D E L I N G FOR URBAN A R E A S
URBAN E F F E C T S ON C L I M A T E
B I O M E T E O R O L O G Y : P H Y S I C A L AND C H E M I C A L E F F E C T S
ON P L A N T S AND A N I M A L S
B I O M E T E O R O L O G Y : C L I M A T E , URBAN ENVIRONMENT, AND D I S E A S E
P r i c e : $20
$15 A M S M e m b e r s

P a g e s : 317

S e n d order a n d r e m i t t a n c e t o :
AMERICAN METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY,
45 BEACON S T R E E T , BOSTON, M A S S . 02108
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