news from our chapters
The following are meeting reports received at AMS Headquarters on or before 20 September 1976.

Central South Carolina

The chapter held its annual dinner meeting on 20 May
1976, at the Shaw Air Force Base Officers' Club.
Joe Pinner, colorful TV weatherman for WIS-TV, Columbia, S.C., was the guest speaker. Mr. Pinner entertained the
membership with anecdotes from his broadcasting career.
In closing, Mr. Pinner found that the best way to serve his
audience was to keep his broadcasts brief, simple, and entertaining.—Michael Koziara, Secy-Treas.
Derby City

Chapter officers for the 1976-77 term were elected at the
May meeting. They are: Chairman—John R. Burke; Vice
Chairman—Capt. Roland Tadd; and Secretary-Treasurer—
Marilyn B. Scholz.
Another science fair winner has been added to the list of
previous winners published in the July issue of the
BULLETIN; he is Gene Levine of Louisville, Ky.—Marilyn B.
Scholz, Secy-Treas.
Indiana

The first chapter meeting for 1976-77 was held at Purdue
University, on 2 September 1976. Chairman Justham reviewed the results of the July 1976 Chapter Survey of both
members and nonmembers that solicited opinions and ideas
as to how the chapter can become a more productive and
efficient organization.
Dr. William W. Kellogg, Senior Scientist, NCAR, presented a seminar sponsored by the Purdue University Department of Geosciences entitled, "A Warmer Earth in Store
for Us?" Dr. Kellogg stated that the earth's climate is gradually warming, particularly in the mid- and higher latitudes,
with the global surface temperature increases resulting from
a continuing rise in the ambient carbon dioxide concentrations, aerosol injections into the atmosphere, artificial heat
generated by industry and urban areas, and the increasing
rate of chlorofluorocarbons in the atmosphere. A warmer
earth would produce different rainfall distribution patterns
and create pronounced alterations in the polar regions that
could change the sea level.
The seminar provided us with some interesting insights
into the problems and possible consequences resulting from
a warming global climate.—David R. Maxwell, Secy-Treas.
Kansas City

Ninety members and guests attended the meeting on 16
March 1976 at Stephenson's Restaurant in Kansas City. Our
guest speaker for the evening was Dr. Richard Felch, editor
of the Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. This bulletin, which serves the
weather needs of the USDA, focuses on the importance of
weather on agricultural production.
Dr. Felch noted that nearly 50% of the world grain production comes from only two nations—the Soviet Union and
the United States. When growing conditions are poor in
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either country, the world grain picture worsens. Part of the
problem in years past has been the time lag in the flow of
information between the two nations. This was solved last
October as a part of detente, allowing an exchange of
meteorological, hydrological, and agricultural information.
Dr. Felch recently returned from a visit to the grain-producing regions of the Soviet Union and presented slides of his
trip. He remarked that land in the U.S.S.R. is zoned according to climatic characteristics, with production forecasts
based upon yield models for each area as well as for each
crop. The talk concluded with a summary of the world crop
situation. Particular attention was focused on the United
States, Soviet Union, and Australia. Despite potential world
trouble spots, especially pertaining to population outgrowing
food production, Dr. Felch remains optimistic that solutions
will be found.
Sixty-nine members and guests attended the meeting held
22 April 1976 at the Golden Ox Restaurant in Kansas City.
Our guest speaker for the evening was Dr. J. Murray
Mitchell, Jr., Senior Research Climatologist for the Environmental Data Service, NOAA. His topic was "Understanding Climatic Change." Although climatic changes are
by their very nature inherently unclear, Dr. Mitchell cautions that we should not be overly pessimistic or overly
optimistic. It was then remarked that a credibility gap exists
in most areas of science to a certain degree, including climatology. For instance, every time a climate enters into an
extreme anomaly, worldwide attention focuses upon it. In
most cases, the anomaly is not the beginning of a new trend
and needs to be studied in perspective. Dr. Mitchell noted
that we must not assume that all trends will continue at
their past rates. Too often climatologists are looking at what
has already happened, rather than what is happening now.
Unusual weather today may only be unusual because we
have not seen it in the last 100 years. However, if we look
much farther back into history, we often find more extreme
conditions than we find today.
Dr. Mitchell then cited new methods of quantitative
paleoclimatology that enable a view of past climates. Included were proxy techniques such as deep sea sediment
investigations, tree rings, and ice cores in the Arctic. Insight
into past climates is needed to indicate a reasonable range
of expectancies of our present climate and to find order in
the past to help predict future climates. It was hypothesized,
however, that the governing processes of climatic change
may themselves be unpredictable. Dr. Mitchell concluded by
discussing climate systems, including air-sea interaction and
the use of global circulation models.
Seventy members and guests attended the final meeting of
the season, 27 May 1976, at the Officers' Club, RichardsGebaur Air Force Base. The election of new officers for the
upcoming season was held. They include: Larry Burns,
Chairman; Susan Ducey, Vice-Chairman; and David Duisik,
Secretary-Treasurer.
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Bulletin American Meteorological Society
The local chapter participated in the Greater Kansas City
Science Fair held in late April and presented special awards
in three categories. The recipients were: Janet Wills, Senior
Award; Page Barnes, Junior Award; and Elizabeth Stapleton,
Intermediate Award.
Our guest speakers for the evening were Dr. Joseph
Schaefer, Chief of the Techniques Development Unit (TDU),
National Severe Storms Forecast Center, and Mr. Leslie
Lemon, also of TDU. Both speakers recently transferred from
the National Severe Storms Laboratory, Norman, Okla. Dr.
Schaefer presented an overview of current research projects
at NSSL. These include Doppler radar investigations, vortex
dynamics, aircraft safety, and environment-storm interactions. Mr. Lemon discussed the Doppler radar program in
detail. A Tornadic Vortex Signature (TVS) has been recently
discovered utilizing Doppler data. Of the 40 cases in which
the TVS has been recognized, 30 produced tornadoes, and 6
produced severe thunderstorms. The Union City, Okla.,
tornado of 24 May 1973 was used to illustrate the TVS
features.—Steven J. Weiss, Secy-Treas.
St. Louis University (Student)

April, the last active month for the 1975-76 year, was a
busy time for the chapter. On the 6th, the officers and one
member attended a meeting of the Student Government
Association and received funding for teletypewriter and
facsimile papers for the current semester and the fall
semester.
Flyers alerting the dormitory residents to the specifications
of a tornado watch and a tornado warning were distributed
under the Director of Student Services in the early part of
the month. Another goal was thus realized by the Tornado
Preparedness Committee.
On the 24th, the chapter held its annual picnic in Tilles
Park in St. Louis County. Although there were thunderstorms and rain showers in the early morning, 16 members
and guests did attend. The sun managed to appear, however,

(Continued from announcements, page 1373)
Soils of arid regions (H. E. Dregne, 1976, 236 pp., illus.,
$28.95, from Elsevier Scientific Publishing Co., P.O. Box 211,
Amsterdam; for U.S. and Canadian customers, Elsevier Publishing Co., 52 Vanderbilt Ave., New York, 10017) discusses
the influence of aridity on soil properties. Describing the
soils of regions where aridity is the controlling factor, it
contains maps of the arid regions of the world, technical
descriptions of the soils, and information on the chemical,
physical, and biological properties of arid-region soils, discussed from the viewpoint of their development and effect
on soil use and management.
The following NOAA technical report is now available:
The environmental
quality monitoring report (NOAA76041305 PB-254 020/1GA, NOAA Outer Continental Shelf
Task Force, 1976, 66 pp., $4.50 paperbound, $2.25 microfiche,
from NTIS, above) defines general requirements for environmental quality monitoring including strategies, certain general methodologies, management coordination with the program as well as with other programs, necessary research and
development, and required resources. For the purposes of
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during the afternoon, when softball and frizbee were played.
Hamburgers, frankfurters, beer, and desserts helped quench
everyone's appetite. To everyone's delight the picnic was a
success.
The last meeting was held on the 26th with eight members
in attendance. The president opened the meeting at 7:02
p.m. and announced that AMS membership applications
were available; that the 25^ fee for the local forecasting contest was due for those who had not yet paid; and that the
chapter had received funds from the Student Government
Association for teletypewriter and facsimile papers. Bob
Thiele, cochairman of the Tornado Preparedness Committee
reported that the flyers on tornado safety had been distributed and that the article in the University News, also
concerning tornado safety, would be published shortly.
Nominations were then held for next year's officers. Following these nominations, the president announced that trophies
would be arriving soon for the local forecasting contest; the
chapter has a fifth-place position in the National Forecasting
Contest with a commendation for forecaster Al Kreiner;
summer addresses will be needed to mail the National Forecasting Contest results. He noted that the picnic was successful, and thanked the forecasters of University News, National Forecasting Contest helpers, and the officers. Mr.
Richard Semonin of Project METROMEX was then introduced as the meeting's guest. Mr. Semonin spoke of, and
showed slides on, both the light and the serious aspects of
METROMEX. The presentation was thoroughly enjoyed by
the members and the president thanked him for his entertaining display of the "METROMEX Chronicles." President
Przybylinski then adjourned the meeting.
Finally, the Forecasting Contest for the second semester
ended this month with the following results: Best Overall
Forecaster and Maximum Temperature Forecaster—Bob
Rau; Best Minimum Temperature Forecaster—Al Kreiner;
and Best Precipitation Forecaster—Bob Evans.—John M.
Egan, Secy.

this report, the area bounds for monitoring extend from
approximately mean high water on the coast, tidal waters
of estuaries, across the continental shelf, and over the adjacent continental slope, where pollutant transport is likely.
The following World Meteorological Organization publications are now available:
Hydrological forecasting practices (OHR 6, 1975, 134 pp.,
illus., $11.50, from UNIPUB, Inc., P.O. Box 433, Murray Hill
Station, New York, 10016), is a WMO report describing basic
principles, techniques, and methods of hydrological forecasting. Contents include: Methodology; Sources, collection,
and transmission of data; Forecasting rainfall-induced floods;
Forecasts of stage and discharge; Spring high water of lowland rivers; Freeze-up of ice; and Forecast evaluation.
Urban climatology and its relevance to urban design (WMO
Technical Note No. 149, WMO No. 438, T. J. Chandler,
1976, 62 pp., n.p., from UNIPUB, above) deals with meteorological aspects of various subjects such as population growth,
urbanization, urban design, and organization and information transfer problems in its introduction. The body of the
report discusses relevant climatological processes, observational studies, urban climates, and urban planning.
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