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5. Report of the Education and Manpower Commission
a) Commission Chairman Thompson said that
Chairmen of all of the boards of the Commission
are present at this Annual Meeting and two of the
boards are meeting (Women and Minorities; Education in Universities).
b) The Board on Women and Minorities is preparing
a survey regarding the status of minorities and
women in meteorology.
c) The Board of Meteorological Education in Universities will discuss at this meeting the following
topics: summer jobs, federal research funds, University of Wisconsin proposal for the educational
use of McIDAS, and the third meeting of the
chairmen of departments of atmospheric sciences
on October 8, 1982.

Chairman Blackadar discussed the change in the JOURNAL OF APPLIED METEOROLOGY which will be broadened to include a section on climate. The new journal will
called

the

JOURNAL

OF CLIMATE AND

Commission Chairman Droessler reported on several
issues of concern to the Scientific and Technological
Activities Commission (see p. 656 for report submitted
by Chairman Droessler).

8. Report of the Secretary-Treasurer
Secretary-Treasurer Landrigan gave the SecretaryTreasurer's report (see p. 661 in this issue), and the financial report (see p. 665 in this issue).

9. Adoption, Approval, and Confirmation of the Acts of the
Councilors and Officers of the Society During 1981
Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was voted that
the acts of the Councilors and Officers of the Society
during the year ended December 31, 1981, done in the
proper conduct of the business of the Society, are hereby
adopted, approved, and confirmed.

10. Adjournment

6. Report of the Publications Commission

be

7. Report of the Scientific and Technological Activities
Commission

APPLIED

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was voted to
adjourn.
Adjourned 6:00 p.m.

METEOROLOGY, effective with Volume 22, January
1983. Effective January 1, 1982, there are two CoEditors, one for applied meteorology articles and the
other for articles on climate.

D . F . LANDRIGAN

Secretary- Treasurer

President's Report

1. Introduction

2. Litigation

The American Meteorological Society has experienced
another year of vigorous and healthy activity, a year in which
some clouds gathered, possibly forerunners of stormy
weather. We expect the Society's programs of meetings and
publications, the programs of its committees, and its many
professional activities to continue and to prosper, despite
some troubling problems. I want to review some of the actions taken on your behalf by the Society during the past
year. Most of these actions involve continuing activities
which will influence the AMS in future years. I invite your
comments and counsel on these matters, and in this am sure
that I also speak for President-Elect Dick Hallgren.

First, the lawsuit brought by the state of Maryland in the
spring of 1980 was settled by consent decree during the past
year. This action has involved a change in our by-laws to
make them consistent with current interpretations of antitrust laws. Reviews of the policies and procedures of certain
of our boards and committees, especially the Boards of Certified Consulting Meteorologists and of Broadcast Meteorology, are nearing completion under the able leadership of
Werner Baum and with expert legal advice by our attorneys.
We can look forward with confidence to strengthened programs under clear and proper procedures and guidelines.
The consent decree has been published in the September 1981
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BULLETIN, and an explanatory letter has been sent to each
AMS member as specified in the consent decree. Many of us
as members of the Council and the Commission on Professional Affairs have had our fill of legal discussions and explanations. However, I believe we have reached the point
now where it is possible to recognize that in taking necessary
actions the Society has been strengthened and made better
able to pursue its functions and purposes in the future.
In an independent litigation we have filed an amicus curiae
brief in a case which will be heard by the Supreme Court later
this year. In this case the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers is appealing a decision of a lower court which,
among other things, held a scientific society liable for the acts
of a volunteer even though such acts were unauthorized,
were done without the knowledge of the Society, were not for
its benefit and would have been impossible to prevent. We
believe that if this finding should be sustained by the
Supreme Court, it would seriously jeopardize much of our
program. At the least it would require us to exercise expensive and cumbersome reviews of committee correspondence
and actions, and would greatly weaken the services we are
able to make to the nation and to the larger society. For these
reasons we have joined with other scientific and technical
societies in calling the significance of this decision to the
Court's attention.
I shall turn now to areas in the technical and scientific
realm.

3. Oceanography
AMS activities in physical oceanography have increased over
the years, and many oceanographers are active and valued
m e m b e r s o f t h e S o c i e t y . T h e JOURNAL OF PHYSICAL O C E A -

NOGRAPHY has earned a position of respect and leadership in
the field. There have been discussions of the need for improved communication among oceanographers and of how
the Society might strengthen its efforts to advance the mutual
interests of the atmospheric and ocean sciences. An AMS
committee chaired by D. James Baker, Jr., Acting Dean of
the College of Ocean and Fishery Sciences, University of
Washington, has been appointed to examine these matters
and to bring recommendations to the Council. I look to this
Committee to propose actions that may be important for the
future of the atmospheric sciences as well as for physical
oceanography.
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the next decade or two are likely to be at least as great as in
the past. It seems likely that the role of the private sector will
assume greater importance, more jobs will be created in the
private sector than in government or the universities, more
responsibility for the health of the science and profession
must be assumed by the private sector than has been the case
in the past, and we should expect that application of atmospheric knowledge will expand and diversify most rapidly in
the private sector. To examine these matters and to help the
AMS to play a useful role in the expected changes, an ad hoc
Committee on the Private Sector has been appointed,
chaired by George Benton. We look to this committee to help
us to both develop our AMS professional program and better
contribute to the welfare of society.

5. Federal budget reductions
Reductions in federal agency budgets are having serious consequences for atmospheric research and operations, institutions, and many individual members of the AMS. These reductions may damage or restrict seriously the vital services
that the AMS and its members can provide to the nation.
Obviously, the Society's concerns relating to budget reductions must be handled discreetly for reasons which include
the legal, financial, and ethical. However, our views have
been expressed where they appeared to be useful and appropriate. Because of the sensitivity of these matters and because
quick responses are often crucial, an ad hoc Committee on
Budget Changes has been appointed to advise the Executive
Committee and to represent the Society's views on an individual level. This Committee, chaired by Charles Hosier, includes Bob White, Tom Malone, and Fred White, individuals
who have broad experience and extensive contacts within the
federal agencies and the Congress.

6. Other issues
These are some of the issues the Council and Executive
Committee have been wrestling with for the past year and
which will influence the Society's activities in coming years.
Others which we must expect to have to deal with in the near
future include rising publication costs and page charges and
the revolution occurring in information retrieval and
dissemination.

4. The private sector
The relationships among private sector meteorology, government meteorology, and university meteorology are
changing in important ways. Changes have been driven by
technological developments, but these developments are
strongly influenced also by economic, social, and political
developments. Many of us are doing jobs that did not exist
when we received our professional training, and changes in

7. Conclusion
Each of the issues I have cited as requiring close attention by
the AMS in coming years is linked to changes going on outside the Society, to changes driven by economic, social, and
political currents equally with scientific and technical currents. This linkage results inevitably in uncertainty and unUnauthenticated | Downloaded 01/09/23 03:04 AM UTC
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predictability as to the degree of success our efforts will
achieve and even the precise course we shall decide to follow
as problems are presented to us. This is not, however, a cry of
disappointment and despair that the destinies of meteorology and the AMS are so closely coupled to forces beyond
our control. Rather, it is a recognition that it is precisely this
close linkage that demonstrates the importance of our
science and our profession to major public needs and objec-

tives. We recognize more than ever before the vital role that
the atmosphere plays in our lives, while at the same time our
abilities to observe the atmosphere and to understand its
processes have never been as great. For these reasons, I believe we can be confident that even though our course may be
turbulent, the atmospheric sciences will continue to be an exciting arena in which to work and to contribute vitally to
human welfare.
•

Report of the Ballot Tellers—December 23,1981
Dear Dr. Simpson:
Attached are the results of the 1982 Ballot, tallied from a total of 3538 ballots cast by the voting
members of the Society for the offices of President-Elect and Councilor.

For President-Elect

For Councilor

Stanley A. Changnon, Jr. 1701
Earl G. Droessler
1827

Ballot Tellers for 1982:

Neil L. Frank
Charlotte J. Hopper
Lynn L. LeBlanc
Sharon K. LeDuc
Howard Reiquam
Robert T. Ryan
Bernard A. Silverman
Paul F. Twitchell
Thomas H. Yonder Haar

PAUL E . SHERR,

Chairman:

Elected
2237
1049
1262
1316
886
1684
1106
1329
1856

President-Elect:
Earl G. Droessler
Councilors:
Neil L. Frank
Robert T. Ryan
Paul F. Twitchell
Thomas H. Yonder Haar

DONALD A . CHISHOLM; OWEN R .

CoTfi;

VALENTINE J . DESCAMPS; J O H N D . SPENGLER

Report of the Secretary-Treasurer for 1981

1. Meetings of the Council and Executive

Pages

Committee

The Council of the American Meteorological Society
met in San Diego, Calif., on January 18 and 19, and in
Boston on October 1 and 2, 1981.
The Executive Committee met in San Diego, Calif., on
January 17 and 19, and in Boston on June 1 and 2 and
September 30, 1981.
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2824
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1694

MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW

2564
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ABSTRACTS

2. Publications
The publications activities were as follows:

2539
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Vol. 31, Jan.-Dec. 1980

486

Unauthenticated | Downloaded 01/09/23 03:04 AM UTC

