Bulletin American Meteorological Society
Utah
The April meeting was held at the Channel 2 KUTV studio
in Salt Lake City. Mark Eubank and Barry Nielson conducted
a tour of the facilities. Eubank is the founder and principal
owner of Weatherbank, a private consulting firm that has a
contract to provide weathercasts for KUTV.
In additon to its weathercasting contract, Weatherbank also
provides consulting services in the West to farmers, industry,
radio stations and others. The firm consists of 13 persons,
including eight meteorologists. Their equipment consists of a
satellite looper, a computer-graphics unit and the more standard data lines to include Service A, lightning detection and
radar displays.—Ed Carle, President

West Central Florida
The chapter's annual banquet was held 24 May at the MacDill
AFB Officer's Club. David Griffith, program director of the
Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council, spoke on the updates
to the regional hurricane evacuation plan. Because of the rapid
population increase of the Tampa Bay area, the lead time for
evacuation has also increased. The last direct hit by a major
hurricane in Tampa was in 1921 when the area's population
was 160,000. With a current population of about 2 million,
the number of potential evacuees has increased dramatically.
Recently, funding was provided by the Florida legislature to
update the local hurricane evacuation plan. A vulnerability
analysis study was conducted taking into account the population growth patterns during the past five years. This was
used in conjunction with the hazard analysis results provided
from the National Weather Service's (NWS) Sea, Lake and
Overland Surges from Hurricanes (SLOSH) model for Tampa
Bay. Data from thirteen actual hurricanes were input into the
model and results were compared with observed storm surge
heights made from 520 observations. It was found that some

895
changes to the 1979 hurricane evacuation plan were needed.
The first change made for the 1984 plan was to include an
error of plus or minus 20% to the storm surge height. This
additional 20% safety buffer means that more people would
need to be evacuated. Some of the error in the SLOSH model
is due to the piling up of water in back bays and inlets.
The second change involves using an asymmetrical wind
field. Total lead time involves not only the evacuation time
but the additive pre-landfall hazard times. The hazard time is
the period of time prior to landfall when evacuation is difficult
or impossible due to the onset of gale winds and/or flooding
of roadways by rising water. The new model does not assume
that the area covered by gale force winds will be circular, but
rather will be asymmetrical.
Some areas can be affected by storm surges that propogate
inland along rivers. In the new evacuation plan this is taken
into account. An example was cited of the 1945 hurricane that
hit Miami in which the surge height at the mouth of the Miami
river was 2 m above MSL; at 4.8 km inland it was still 1.6 m
above MSL.
A fourth change made to the evacuation plan was the addition of 40% to the Stillwater surge height at the immediate
coastline. This is due to wave action. Also, an additional .3 m
was added for the astronomical tide value.
These changes, along with dramatic population increases,
have greatly increased the number of people that would have
to evacuate during a hurricane emergency. This year traffic
analysis zones will be used instead of census zones which will
allow a more specific evacuation procedure. The Planning
Council also intends to utilize the NWS probability program
as part of their decision making process for the 1984 hurricane
season. The evacuation zones and scenarios will be published
in local newspapers and made available to area televison and
radio stations.
After Griffith's talk, the results of the election of officers
for 1984-85 were announced. Jim Noffsinger was elected President; Andy Johnson, Vice-President; and Mike Whelchel, Secretary-Treasurer.—Andy Johnson, Secretary
•

special news feature
E. Wendell Hewson Library at Oregon State

The new E. Wendell Hewson library in the Department
of Atmospheric Sciences at Oregon State University is
believed to be among the best such libraries in the country by department faculty and students.
Hewson, who was department chairman from 1968
to 1976 and is now retired and living in San Diego, made
his extensive personal library available to the department. It includes over 1,000 reference books on all phases
of meteorology, air pollution, and wind power, plus
hundreds of research reports and scientific journals. The
materials had been collected by Hewson during his 5 0 year career in atmospheric sciences.
"It would be impossible to acquire such a wealth of

material in any other way. Only a pioneer in meteorology like Hewson could have collected such a remarkable holding of scientific reference materials/' said
W. Lawrence Gates, present department chairman.
' T h e Hewson library is particularly valuable for faculty and graduate students engaged in research/ 7 Gates
added.
During his career, Hewson received awards from the
Royal Society of Canada, the Royal Meteorological Society of Great Britain and the American Meteorological
Society. Hewson's pioneering work in the application
of meteorology to air pollution problems is well known
internationally.
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Automate Your Data Recording...
DATA RECORDING IS EASY
WITH THE EASY LOGGER
BY OMNIDATA

The Easy Logger™ system has revolutionized data recording!
Features include:
• portable, long term battery
operation
• rugged cases for harsh
environments
• menu driven setup
• solid state data storage
(EPROM or RAM)
• RS-232-C communication link
• 12 analog channels
• phone modem or telemetry link
Easy to operate
The Easy Logger system makes data
recording easy. The terminal guides
the user through the setup process
with menu driven prompts. The field
unit stays in the field to collect and
record the data. The reader then
transfers the data directly into your
computer or printer in report form.
It's that easy!
Versatile
With its 12 analog channels and
powerful software, the Easy Logger

system is extremely flexible in meeting your data collection needs. It
interfaces with a wide array of
sensors for a variety of applications.
Applications include:
• Stream Stage Recording
• Microclimate Studies
• Meterological Stations
• Irrigation Scheduling
• Flow Monitoring
• Water Quality Analysis
• Air Quality

Call one of our Application Engineers
today about your special data recording requirements.
phone 801-753-7760
toll free 800-321-7218
telex 453171
Omnidata International, Inc
Dept. BA84
P.O. Box 3489
Logan, Utah 84321

• Solar Radiation Studies
Plus many more!
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