news from our chapters1
Central Arizona
The October meeting was held at the National Weather Service
Forecast Office in Phoenix. Andrew Carleton, assistant professor in the Department of Geography at Arizona State University, Tempe, was the featured speaker. He spoke on his
recent research of the Arizona summer monsoon or rainy period, which occurs from July through middle September. Very
little research has been done on the synoptic and dynamic
features of this phenomenon. Carleton's cloud climatology
research was done in the summers of 1980-82. He used enhanced satellite imageries of the southwestern United States.
Comparing the diurnal and seasonal variations of the low,
middle, and high level cloud cover, in conjunction with five
indices, which signify different parameters of the monsoon,
he determined which indices were most prevalent in each of
the three years. The indices are: intensity of the CaliforniaArizona surface low; intensity of the north Pacific surface
high; latitude of the west to east axis of the Bermuda high at
700 mb at 110 W; intensity of the Bermuda high, east-west
axis, at 110 W; and the height difference of the zonal index at
110 W. A question and answer period followed the discussion.—Dave Sandoval

Secretary

Cornell University Student
New officers were elected for the 1984-85 academic year. They
are: Jackie Dimauro, president; Grace Musumeci, vice president; Kriste Lyon, secretary; and Richard Friedman, treasurer.
Early this fall, several members took a weekend trip to Mt.
Washington to visit the Observing Station there. The chapter
has designed a weather calendar which they plan to sell in the
Ithaca area. The calendar contains information from monthly
weather records to weather lore. The profits will be used for
future trips and guest lecturers.—Kriste Lyon, Secretary

Greater Boston
This year's executive committee consists of: Keith Seitter,
president; Michael Matvichuk, vice president; Rob Gilman,
treasurer; Bill Gutowski, program director; and Judy Landers
and Sal Salamone, co-secretaries.
The chapter held a panel discussion on 25 September for
those contemplating the field of meteorology. The panel featured Don Chisholm, Air Force Geophysics Lab; Lt. Col. Frank
Bower, U.S. Air Force; Kerry Emanual, Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT); Bob Paine, Environmental Research and
Technology, Inc.; and Rob Gilman, Northeast Weather Services. Some topics discussed were: the air force may appeal to
you if you like to be in different locations in the U.S.; advanced
courses are desirable for a civil servant position; MIT now has
an undergraduate program in meteorology; what the average
person expects from broadcast meteorologists; and there may
be more stability and security in a company that does consulting research for many firms.
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On 24 October, Oscar Tenenb^um, the former director of Boston's National Weather Service, broadcaster and teacher, spoke
to the chapter. Tenenbaum, a licensed practicing attorney and
a meteorologist, has become a forensic meteorologist in his
retirement. He placed an ad in a lawyer's weekly publication
and has been called upon by several attorneys as an expert
witness. He writes his testimony in report-form and testifies
in court on precise weather conditions at a specific place at a
specific time and date. He asked the chapter if they remembered the blizzard of 1978 that caused damage along the coast.
Because of his testimony that wind was the initial cause of
water damage (surge), home owners were awarded compensation from insurance companies for losses incurred.—Judy
Landers,

Co-Secretary

Indiana
The first meeting of the chapter for the 1984-85 season was
held at Purdue University on 18 September. Chairman Barry
Smith announced that David James was given a plaque in
appreciation of WRTV's contribution of 12 rain gages.
John Snow and David Smith, both of the Geosciences Department at Purdue University, spoke, promoting school and
popular meteorological education. They attended a conference
sponsored by the Royal Meteorological Society, the AMS, and
the World Meteorological Organization in Oxford, England.
The conference was to promote meteorological education at
all levels in the world.
Several points of interest were noted: there is a wide variability of meteorological services and education around the
world; in the U.S. meteorology is taught only at high academic
levels; and the British have a large group of people whose hobby
is observing and studying the weather. In Britain, there is no
private sector meteorology; it is strictly government controlled.
Snow and Smith concluded with a list of suggestions to
improve meteorological awareness and education in the U.S.
They suggested incorporating meteorology into the physical
sciences curricula rather than geography; encouraging meteorological interest through youth groups; organizing volunteer
observers and hobbyists as a public education resource; updating films used for meteorological instruction; developing
materials for high school, museum displays, and computer
software utilizing weather data; increasing the availability of
data for classroom instruction; establishing teaching awards
for meteorology; and promoting short courses for weather
broadcasters in small media markets without staff meteorologists.—Michael Kennedy,

Secretary-Treasurer

Lake Agassiz
The 14 September meeting was held at the Grand Forks, N.Dak.
Ramada Inn. A science fair committee was set up. Proposals
for future meetings and speakers were made. There was a discussion about the merits of AMS membership.
The 12 October meeting was held at the Grand Forks Air
Force Base Officers Club. The science fair committee displayed
paperback meteorology books and members were asked to vote
for one to be given as a prize to elementary and junior high
school science fair winners. After humorous suggestions, the
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group decided to give token gifts to non-chapter member
speakers. Chairman Mike Poellot from the University of North
Dakota showed slides of his experience as a graduate student
with the Global Atmospheric Research Program Atlantic Tropical Experiment (GARP/GATE) program. During the discussion following the talk, many members spoke on the current
African drought situation.—Susan A. Ducey, Secretary

1985

CLAWS (Classify, Locate, Avoid Wind Shear) and JAWS (Joint
Airport Weather Studies] projects. The main theme of the talk
was microbursts and their interaction with the aviation community. The major emphasis was on case studies from JAWS
and avoidance techniques that pilots can use to avoid dangerous wind shear situations caused by microbursts.—Dan Wadsworth,

Secretary

Metropolitan Atlanta

Milwaukee

The first meeting of the 1984-85 year was held at WAGA-TV,
Channel 5. It was hosted by Ken Cook and Gene Rubin. After
a short business meeting, the chapter toured the station's facilities, including the newly redesigned meteorology area. Cook
and Rubin demonstrated the new Colorgraphics system. The
chapter also was shown the production area, newsroom, and
studio. Ken May of the Weather Channel asked for volunteers
to assist with the National Weather Association meeting to
be held in Atlanta in November.—David A. Sankey, Secretary-

The chapter met on 10 October at the University of WisconsinMilwaukee Student Union. Gail Martell, an agricultural meteorologist in the commodity department of E. F. Hutton and
Company, was the speaker. She spoke about the 1983 summer
drought, its meteorological cause, the drought impact on U.S.
crop yields, and the 1983 crop yields relative to the federal
government's PIK program.
Martell then described a typical Florida freeze situation: the
weather conditions; critical temperatures; time periods for citrus exposure,- and the impact on future production. She said
that the frequency of severe freezes in Florida has increased
over the last 20 years. The resulting production loss by Florida's orange growers has been beneficial to Brazilian growers,
whose exports to the U.S. have risen.
The final point of Martell's speech concerned monitoring
grain production by major grain exporters. The focus of her
comments was the U.S.S.R., a country which has made a commitment to better feed its population, but has had five consecutive poor grain production years. This has resulted in a
drastic increase in grain imports from the U.S.
After her presentation, Martell responded to questions on

Treasurer

Metropolitan State College Student
New officers were elected. They are: Doug Crowley, president;
Wendy Schreiber, vice president; Paul Skrbac, treasurer; and
Dan Wads worth, secretary.
During the first meeting, Crowley announced the T-shirt
and first snowfall in Denver contests that the chapter is sponsoring. The guest speaker was John McCarthy of the National
Center for Atmospheric Research, who came to talk about the
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Florida's citrus canker problem, the variety of crops she monitors, the source of her data for crop monitoring, and growth
in the field of agricultural meteorology.—Ed Dommisse, Secretary

New Jersey

Puget Sound
A meeting was held 25 October in the Conference Center at
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Facility on Sand Point. Cliff Mass of the University of Washington
spoke on the Enumclaw wind storm. A detailed mesoscale
analysis was presented showing the causes of the destructive
54 m • s 1 winds that struck Enumclaw, Wash, on 24 December 1983. Mass showed color slides and a videotape of the
damage. Several indications that will aid in the forecasting of
the high winds along the west slopes of the Cascades were
also discussed.—Joel Curtis, Secretary-Treasurer

The chapter began its 1984-85 series of meetings on 4 October
at the Cook College campus of Rutgers University in New
Brunswick. The new officers were introduced. They are: James
Schiavone, president; Keith Dixon, vice president; Carol Broccoli, secretary; and John Pinkerton, treasurer. The guest speaker
for the evening, Thad Chupalio of Merrill Lynch, spoke on
commodities meteorology.
Chupalio began by defining the major commodities of today:
wheat, soybeans, coffee, and orange juice. He noted that as
recently as five years ago, there was little active pursuit of
meteorological information in the scientific sense by the Wall
Street community. Most information came by way of rumor
or from a non-meteorological outside source. Chupalio said
long-range forecasts are no longer used by traders; they now
have a more functional six to 10 day operational limit.
A commodities meteorologist must cross boundaries of traditional training and think as traders think: how useful will
weather information be and will it play a large or small role
in trading. As Chupalio noted, he wants people to pick up on
bidding trends early, so he must continually check "hot spots"
where weather-affected commodities, such as cocoa beans or
oranges, are grown, to start his traders as early as possible.
The global weather picture was shown to be very important
to the commodities market. Russian weather must be examined to forecast their need to import more grain, and the weather
in U.S. grain sales competitors, such as Australia, may be
monitored to know in advance crop problems or plenty which
would affect the American trading position on the worldwide

The second meeting of the 1984-85 season was held on 26
October. The two speakers were Dick Pease and Ed Rudkowski, of Cornell University's Cooperative Extension for Niagara and Erie counties respectively, who spoke on agriculture
and weather.
Agriculture, especially fruit, is an important economic entity in western New York, from the vineyards along Lake Erie
to the orchards near Lake Ontario. The Lakes, slow to warm
in spring, retard growth until danger of late frosts is gone ; they
also are slow to cool in fall, extending the growing season into
October and sometimes November. This is what causes the
attractiveness of this area for fruit-growing.
Pease and Rudkowski defined growing-degree-days as having
a base of 50°F and being important to farming. They outlined
various experiments to improve production, including one which
consists of covering rows of crops with plastic to have earlier
harvests; this has not been very successful yet.
Snow pools for the first inch and for total snowfall were
created by the chapter. The general consensus was for slightly
more snow than usual, with a later start.—Steve McLaughlin,

market.—Carol M. Broccoli,

Secretary

Secretary

Western New York

•

announcements (continued from page 29)

100th Anniversary of Blue Hill Observatory
The Blue Hill Meteorological Observatory will celebrate its
100th anniversary on 1 February. Recently, renovation and
refurbishing of the exterior and interior of the Observatory
was done through the efforts of the Blue Hill Observatory
Weather Club and Museum, Inc., a non-profit group whose
main interest is seeing that the Blue Hill Observatory continues climate observation.
On midnight, 31 January, skyrockets will be set off from the
Observatory as they were when Lawrence Abbott Rotch first
occupied it in 1885 and during the 50th anniversary.
On 1 February, the anniversary of the first observation will
be commemorated at 7 a.m. Dave Murray, meteorologist on
ABC's Good Morning America, may be there, broadcasting
live.
Later, several dignitaries will arrive for the unveiling and
rededication of the newly inscribed Rotch Monument, which
sits just within the Observatory grounds. Invited guests include: Vice President George Bush; Massachusetts Governor
Michael Dukakis; Massachusetts District Commissioner William Geary; Harvard President Derick Bok; Executive Director
of the AMS Kenneth Spengler; Tom McGuire, Meteorologistin-Charge at the U.S. Weather Service in Boston; J. Murray
Mitchell; Edward Brooks; Hurd Willet; John Conover; and many
local broadcast meteorologists.

Individuals who have been involved with training at Blue
Hill should contact the Observatory at 617-696-1014 to obtain an invitation. Other members of the meteorological community are also encouraged to attend.

FOF Advisory Panel to Meet
The Advisory Panel for the Field Observing Facility (FOF) of
the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) will
meet in April 1985 to consider requests for field observing
support. The FOF operates one S-band (10 cm) and two C-band
(5.5 cm) Doppler radars, and 60 Portable Automated Mesonet
stations.
Requests for use of these facilities from 1 October 1985
through October 1986 should be submitted now. Scientists
requesting NCAR field observing support within the context
of National Science Foundation (NSF) grants should include
those requirements in their NSF proposals.
To be considered by the Panel at the April meeting, requests
should be submitted by 1 March and addressed to Richard
Carbone, Manager, Field Observing Facility, National Center
for Atmospheric Research, P.O. Box 3000, Boulder, CO 80307.
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