special news feature
Joanne Simpson Honored in Museum Exhibit on Women Scientists
Joanne Simpson, head of the Severe Storms Branch of
the Goddard Laboratory for Atmospheric Sciences at
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, is
one of 12 women scientists whose distinguished careers
and lives are being honored in an exhibit produced by
the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry entitled
"My Daughter, the Scientist."
The exhibit, which was at the museum from 31 May
to 2 September 1985, features the achievements of today's women scientists and engineers. Audiovisual materials, artifacts, and interviews with the scientists are
used in an attempt to increase public awareness of the
challenges facing women in scientific careers and to
encourage young women to consider careers in science,
engineering, and other related fields. Simpson was present at the opening of the exhibit in Chicago. In this
photograph, Simpson stands beside a profile panel that
explains her work, life, and academic research.
In September, the exhibition left Chicago to begin a
two-year tour of museums in seven other American
cities including St. Paul, Minnesota (October-December 1985); Los Angeles, California (February-April 1986);
Fort Worth, Texas (June-August 1986); Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania (October-December 1986); Charlotte,
North Carolina (February-April 1987); Columbus, Ohio
(June-August 1987); and Boston, Massachusetts (October-December 1987).
Six of the 12 scientists whose careers and lives are
honored in the exhibit were in attendance at its opening
in Chicago. These scientists are shown with two Museum of Science and Industry officials in the photograph
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on the opposite page. Pictured from left to right are:
Christine Raymond, researcher in the museum's science department; Simpson; Sue McKinley, Dow Chemical research chemist; Anita Harris, U.S. Geological
Survey research geologist; Joanne Morris, civil engineer
for Bevins Consultants Inc.; Jerre Levy, biopsychologist,
University of Chicago; Suzanne Nagel, AT&T ceramic
engineer; and David Ucko, director of the museum's
science department.
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"Dave Ludlum's name is an institution among
the nation's meteorologists. His books are our
historical references. His style fascinates us. I
invite you to join the crowd." —John Coleman

W h e r e were the biggest snowstorms, the longest rainless
periods, the hottest heat waves, the coldest cold waves?
W h e n were the killer tornadoes, the major hurricanes,
and snowstorms in Florida? W h a t causes cold fronts?
Heat waves? W h a t was the weather like in 1776?
H o w do you parachute through a thunderstorm?
• • • • • • • • • • When was the Johnstown Flood,
• • • K Y H | > the Galveston Hurricane,
If
H m B 1 ! the Tn-state Tornado?

T h e other scientists who are featured in the exhibition include: Margaret Burbidge, director of the Center
for Astrophysics and Space Sciences, University of California; Mildred Dresselhaus, professor of electrical engineering and physics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Syliva Earle, curator and research biologist,
California Academy of Sciences; and Shirley Jackson,
technical staff, Physics Research Department, AT&T
Bell Laboratories.
The exhibit features biographical data, the likes and
dislikes, on-the-job experiences, and the sources of career inspiration of the participating scientists. Simpson
credited her father and her undergraduate years at the
University of Chicago for inspiring her to pursue a career in meteorology.
Simpson, a m e m b e r of the AMS Executive Committee from 1980 to 1981, is the recipient of n u m e r o u s
awards including the Rossby Research Medal of the
AMS (1982) and t h e N A S A E x c e p t i o n a l S c i e n t i f i c
Achievement Medal (1982); and she was a nominee for
the Ladies' Home Journal Woman of the Year in Science
and Research in 1975, 1976, and 1977.
She has served on n u m e r o u s national committees and
panels including the AMS C o m m i t t e e on Participation
of Women in Atmospheric Sciences (1974-1976), the
Subcommittee on Women in Geophysics (1976-1981),
and the steering c o m m i t t e e of NOAA's C u m u l u s Dynamics and Microphysics Program (1980-present). She
is also listed in the seventh edition of Who's Who of
American Women (1972-1973), and in the 41st and 42nd
editions of Who's Who in America (1980-1981; 19821983).
Simpson was elected a fellow of the AMS in 1968.
She has served as councillor (1979-1981) of the Society,
and has been a certified consulting meteorologist since
1975. Simpson has been a consulting editor for Weatherwise (1978-1980), associate editor of Reviews of Geophysics and Space Physics (1964-1972; 1975-1977), a
member of the editorial board of the Virginia Journal
of Science (1977-1981), and an associate editor of Monthly
Weather Review (1984-1987).
Simpson received her B.S. (1945), M.S. (1945), and
Ph.D. (1949) in meteorology from the University of Chicago.
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other extremes for every state in the union,
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A Field Guide to the Atmosphere, hardcover ($13.95)
Enclosed is my check or money order for payment in full,
including $1.50 per book ordered to cover postage and handling. (Allow 4 weeks for delivery.)
Name
Address.
City

State-

Zip-

Unauthenticated | Downloaded 01/09/23 02:36 AM UTC

