news from our chapters
Central Arizona

District of Columbia

The 30 September 1986 meeting was held in Phoenix. Twentysix members and guests attended. After dinner, the meeting
was called to order by Chapter President Norm Hoffmann.
Hoffmann introduced the officers for the 1986-87 year.
It was brought to the attention of the chapter that the Arizona State University climate summary mailing list of
roughly 600 names is too large and that a smaller version of
this list should be used by the chapter to keep current members
informed, as well as to attract new members. This list should
include members and those from the larger list that would be
interested in the chapter. In addition, Hoffmann invited members to provide names and addresses of those they thought
might be interested in joining the chapter.
Major Berry from Luke Air Force Base discussed the itinerary
for the next meeting to be held at the base on 23 October 1986.
Three speakers, including Berry, will be featured at this meeting.
Hoffmann said that the new format for meetings this year,
which involves different locations, different days of the week,
and out-of-town speakers, is open to suggestions from the
members.
Walt Strach, from the Eastern Pacific Hurricane Center
(EPHC) in San Francisco, was the featured speaker for the
meeting. He discussed the importance of the EPHC in that the
area of the Pacific Ocean off the Mexican coast, south of Acapulco, is the second most active location in the world in producing tropical storms and hurricanes. Strach explained how
the EPHC uses intensity estimates of the storms based upon
satellite imagery. Initial position estimates are also required
as input for the numerical forecast models.
Until 1976, climatology was the basic tool used in hurricane
forecasting. At that time, the Analog, a statistical model was
first utilized. This model, along with another statistical model,
the CLIPER, which was developed in 1977, are run at the EPHC
every six hours to produce forecast storm tracks. A third statistical model, also developed in 1977, incorporates current
synoptic conditions. In 1981, a statistical model that incorporated dynamics was introduced. Output from the CLIPER
model is used as input for this model. These last two models
must be run at the National Meteorological Center in Washington, D.C. Strach then graphically compared forecast tracks
of the four models with actual storm tracks, noting the
strengths and weaknesses of each model. Both westward and
recurving storm tracks were examined.
In addition to the numerical forecast models, Strach also
discussed the usefulness of the deep-layer mean-circulation
pattern analysis and visible, infrared, and water-vapor satellite
loops in hurricane forecasting. Ocean-temperature analyses,
produced from infrared satellite imagery by an oceanographer
at the EPHC are used in forecasting intensity changes.
After a question and answer period, the meeting was ad-

Sixty members of the chapter enjoyed an evening learning
about storm chasing to open the 1986-87 year. David Hoadley
detailed his 30 years of tornado chasing and showed spectacular pictures of severe weather. His presentation at the University of Maryland was preceded by a video tape about storm
chasing that previously aired nationally on the PBS network.
Future meetings will cover NEXRAD and the National Hurricane Research Laboratory.—Allan Eustis, Recording Secre-

journed.—Scott

J. Cunningham,

1

Secretary

Meeting reports received at headquarters before 15 October
1986 are included. Copy from chapter representatives should
be typed double-spaced and submitted to the news editor in

duplicate.—News Ed.
58

tary

Florida State University Student Chapter
The first meeting of the chapter was held on Thursday, 4
September 1986. Officers presiding for the 1986-87 school year
were Jay Breidenbach (president); ferry H. Crescenti (vice-president/secretary); and Chris Cappella (treasurer).
Various topics and ideas were discussed for future chapter
meetings, including speakers, meteorology experiments, slide
shows, and possible field trips to area National Weather Service
stations.
Also discussed was the forecasting contest for all AMS members that is being conducted in the Florida State University
meteorology department and the first freeze contest for Tallahassee, Florida.
Jon Ahlquist, student advisor for the chapter, talked for several minutes to upper-class students about the prospects of
attending graduate school and the procedures that must be
followed to apply.
After all the topics were discussed by all of the members,
the meeting was adjourned for refreshments. The next meeting
was scheduled for early October.
The chapter convened again on 9 October 1986 in the Department of Meteorology. Topics discussed were upcoming
field trips, namely a day trip to the Appalachicola National
Weather Service Station. Also a first-freeze contest was initiated for the Tallahassee National Weather Service station.
The winner of this contest would be the person who forecasted
to the nearest hour the day in which the temperature would
drop to 0° C (32°F).
The speaker for the meeting was Steven A. Stage. He demonstrated various experiments that had direct applications to
physical and dynamical meteorology. Such experiments included making water boil with an ice cube, crushing cans by
heating and cooling them, holding boiling water in his bare
hands, breaking sticks with the aid of a piece of newspaper,
and other demonstrations. The highlight of the meeting was
the bed of nails in which Stage showed that it was possible to
take a nap.
The next meeting was scheduled for mid November.—ferry

H. Crescenti,

Vice-President/Secretary

Greater Milwaukee
The first meeting of the 1986-87 season took place on Tuesday, 7 October 1986. About 60 members and guests met at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. The guest speakers were
Walt Drag, Ned Johnston, and John Haase of the Milwaukee
National Weather Service (NWS) Forecast Office, and Everett
Baldwin of the Milwaukee County Department of Emergency

Vol. 68, No. 1, January 1987
Unauthenticated | Downloaded 01/09/23 01:39 AM UTC

Bulletin American Meteorological Society
Government (DEG). The topic for the evening was the disastrous Milwaukee flash flood of 6 August 1986, which was
blamed for two deaths and 30-million-dollars damage.
The guest speakers explained how the once-in-100-year
flood occurred. Film footage of the flood was provided by local
television stations. In addition, the audience was treated to
two minutes of a radar loop that was also supplied by a TV
station. Close to 50 slides were used in the presentation by
NWS personnel. The slides ranged from surface and upper-air
features to satellite data to facts about flash flooding. Everett
Baldwin presented how his department works with other agencies during disastrous situations. The department not only
assists in weather disasters, but also during airplane crashes,
fires, etc. The DEG also has the sole responsibility to activate
the tornado sirens if a tornado is spotted in the county.
The meeting ended with a 15-minute question and answer
period. Even after the meeting officially adjourned, a discussion continued.—John D. Haase, Secretary

Millersville University
The chapter had its first meeting of the fall on 9 September
1986 at Roddy Science Center's weather facility, the chapter's
usual meeting place. Following a brief business discussion, the
group of approximately 30 listened to Bob Curll, who is with
the Harrisburg office of the National Weather Service. Curll's
topic was "Operations of the National Weather Service." The
chapter sends special thanks to Curll for being the first outof-town guest speaker.
The chapter's second meeting of the fall took place on 6
October 1986 at WGAL TV in Lancaster. Rob Dixon, chief
broadcast meteorologist at Channel 8, gave the chapter a tour
of the weather center and the studios there. The weather center's operations are based on the Kavorus Triton X computer
system. The computer is capable of creating and displaying
fine graphics and high-resolution satellite pictures and
weather maps.—Shane Mayor, President

59
nounced that tutoring of students in physics, calculus, meteorology, and related courses would be provided free of charge
by upperclassmen. Finally, Brendan Larson, acting president,
announced that there are plans to provide the public with a
lecture from local officials about winter storms and winter
survival in the Great Plains, to be held sometime in November
of 1986. Finally, the organization planned to hold a fund-raising contest that will allow for any individual to forecast when
the Grand Forks International Airport will receive its first
official one inch or greater amount of snow from one episode
of snowfall between the hours of 1200Z and 1200Z in one

day.—Brendan Larson, President
Puget Sound

The first meeting of the 1986-87 school year was held on 1
October 1986 at the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric
Administration Auditorium.
A video of the Nova program dealing with the GAIA Hypothesis of biological control of the atmosphere was presented.
Chapter President Joel Curtis of the National Weather Service
moderated a panel discussion following the program. Panel
members were Dennis Hartmann, Halstead Harrison, and Robert Charlson of the University of Washington.—Don Atkinson,

Secretary

University of North Carolina-Asheville
At the meeting on 29 August 1986, Brian K. Linkous introduced himself as president and elaborated on the purpose behind the AMS and its chapters. Alex Huang, a professor at the
University of North Carolina-Asheville (UNCA) and an officer

North Dakota Student Chapter
This newly formed chapter at the University of North Dakota's
Center for Aerospace Sciences in Grand Forks, North Dakota,
held its first meeting of the year on 9 September 1986, under
a new executive committee. Andrew Murphy relinquished his
position as president for the term for personal reasons. Brendan
L. Larson has taken over as acting president of the chapter.
Michael W. Moberg was then appointed acting vice-president
in Larson's place. The secretary, Angela Noeske, and the treasurer, Pamela Coenen, still hold their respective positions in
the organization. During the first meeting, discussions took
place in reference to what the chapter has planned for the fall
and spring semesters of this school year, including the participation in the Sixth Annual Aerospace Seminar, which will
be conducted jointly with other student organizations in April
of 1987. Also, the chapter discussed the possibilities of raising
funds by the sales of winter survival kits to aviators and the
general public. After the meeting adjourned, Professor Leon
Osborne, Jr. provided the group with the film classic, "Terrible
Tuesday."
The chapter met for its second meeting of the year on 23
September 1986 at the Center for Aerospace Sciences. At this
meeting, Treasurer Pamela Coenen announced that all chapter
dues will be collected no later than 7 October 1986. Also, VicePresident Michael Moberg selected a subcommittee, which
will have the task of creating the chapter's official logo. The
logo will then be digitized by a computer at a local sportswear
retailer and then transferred onto outerwear. Moberg also an-
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in the local chapter of the AMS, spoke on local chapter functions and activities. He encouraged participation in national,
school, and local facets of the AMS.
Next, Edward Brotak spoke about UNCA's atmospheric science program. Treasurer Bill Capehart then announced that
dues this year for membership would be two dollars, and Brian
Linkous outlined the organization's future activities. This
year, the chapter has tentatively planned the following events:
a National Climatic Data Center tour; National Weather Service office tour; state forecasting office tour; car-wash fund
raiser; Taylor Instruments factory trip; assorted speakers at
the university,- and a picnic at Craggy Gardens.
Next, Jim Rasor spoke about a regional forecasting contest,
which started in September, and Brian Linkous outlined the
national forecasting contest that also began in September. The
regional contest will have an entry fee of five dollars. Half of
the proceeds from this contest will go to the winner, while
the other half will go to the chapter. Before the meeting adjourned, Brian Linkous encouraged all to attend the next meet-

ing, since the chapter is planning some amendments to its

constitution.—fames F.

Brown, Secretary

Utah
The initial meeting of the chapter for 1986-87 was held on
24 September 1986 in downtown Salt Lake City. The speaker
was Joanne Simpson of the Goddard Space Flight Center,
Greenbelt, Maryland. Her topic for the evening was "Waterspouts and Tornadoes." Simpson was in Salt Lake to continue
research on a waterspout episode that occurred over the Great
Salt Lake on 26 June 1985. This was the centerpiece of her
presentation. After a brief description of tornadic vortices in
general and results of GATE (GARP [Global Atmospheric Research Program] Atlantic Tropical Experiment) investigations
into waterspout mechanisms, the Great Salt Lake (GSL) case
was presented. The GSL event is unique because of the relative
abundance of data and visual documentation. A video tape
taken of the waterspout, and a question period, concluded the

program.—Ken

Lab as, President

•

50 years a g o . . .
The January 1937 BULLETIN contained a comprehensive report on the
Atlantic-City Meeting, held 28-30 December 1936. The following is
the first paragraph of that report:
Notwithstanding the competition of non-scientific crowds in
Atlantic City to enjoy the mild winter weather, there was plenty
*Bull. Amer. Meteor. Soc., 18, 11.

1987-

of air for the meteorologists to breathe and float balloons in.
This was our second meeting in Atlantic City, coming but four
years after the first. Some measure of our growth is afforded
by the increase from 15 papers in 3 sessions at the first meeting
to 24 papers, four motion pictures, and three radio-meteorograph
balloon ascents in 5 sessions, plus a very extensive exhibit of
meteorological apparatus, and an enjoyable dinner attended by
40.*
•

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
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ASSOCIATION of AMERICAN WEATHER OBSERVERS
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE
I hereby apply for membership in the Association of American
Weather Observers. I a m n o t a member of any organization
listed below. Enclosed is $16.00 for 1987 dues and 12 issues of
theAWO.

OR

I hereby apply for membership in the Association of American
Weather Observers. I a m a member of the organization(s)
checked below. Enclosed is $10.00 for 1987 dues and 12 issues
of theAWO.

1987 Affiliated Organizations
•Akin A A W O Chapter
•American Meteorological Society
•Atlantic Coast Observer Network
•Blue Hill Observatory Weather Club
•Chesterfield Co. Weather Network (SC)
•Connecticut A A W O Chapter
• K C N C - T V Weatherwatchers (Denver. CO)
• K G R V - T V 5 Weather Pinpointers (Weslaco, TX)
• K T H I - T V Weatherwatchers (Fargo, ND)
• K T V I - T V Weather Network (St. Louis. MO)
•Long Island Weather Observers
•Mt. Washington Observatory
•National Weather Association
•North Jersey Weather Observers
•27's Weatherwatchers (Harrisburg, PA)
• W D I V - T V 4 Weatherwatchers (Detroit. Ml)
• W I T I - T V 6 Weatherwatchers (Milwaukee. WI)
• W S P A - T V Weatherwatchers (Spartanburg. SC)

•
•

This is a RENEWAL for another year.
This is a NEW application

applicant's signature

/ ftmcuma \it tmrlcM^
wmMM Ohtamaft

ADDRESS_
_ZIP_

_STATE_

CITY

TELEPHONE (incl. area code)_

1987

1987

STATEMENT OF DUES

and other payments
Annual Dues Amount

$

1987 Scholarship Fund

$

(see payment schedule at left)

Contribution

Other Contribution
First Class Mail Option

$
$

(add $4.00)

Mailing Outside of U.S.

$

(add $7.00)

DATA BANK enrollment

$

(no publication in AWO)
(add $4 .00)

DATA BANK enrollment
with AWO publication
(add $12.50)

$

Total Enclosed $

Mail to:
Association of American Weather Observers
P.O. Box 455
Belvidere, Illinois 61008
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