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Two meetings were held in 1987. This first was held on 13
October at the National Weather Service Office at Hartsfield
International Airport. Thirty-seven members were present to
hear of the National Weather Service's new equipment designated SWIS, which has a great deal of "capability."
The second meeting, 17 November, was held at The Weather
Channel. The host was Ken May, chief forecaster for the
Weather Channel. Here attendance was about 18. The tour
through the revitalized Weather Channel was most interesting, particularly some of their new "gadgets" for presenting
the weather in a more efficienct and attractive manner.
New officers were elected at the November meeting. The
new officers are Carlos Garza (MIC NWS), president; Major
Ed Marston (5th Weather Squadron, USAF), president-elect;
and continuing will be F. E. Pete Courtney (Courtney Consultants, Inc.), secretary-treasurer.
An additional get-together was held on 2-3 December at
the National Weather Service Office. A seminar or panel
discussion was conducted among TV weathercasters on forecasting winter weather. It was well received. Elaborate plans
for the rest of the year have been formulated and mailed out
to the "consituents."

A chapter meeting was held at the University of Chicago on
13 October 1987. The guest speaker was Dr. T. T. Fujita of
the Universtiy of Chicago, who discussed his recent trip to
east and central Australia. Pollution episodes associated with
forest fires in the region, sand-dune orientations, and a strong,
cold, frontal passage were discussed.
Fujita showed slides of his trip, including an impressive
series taken from the Sydney Tower (350 m), during a strong,
cold, frontal passage. Winds rapidly increased to 32 m- s _ 1 and
extensive damage was reported in the city. As the front moved
away from the tower, over the nearby ocean, its advance could
be monitored by rapid changes in "surface waves" accompanying it.
At the time of his trip, the region was experiencing a dry
period. Areal photos showed that there were numerous forest
fires in the eastern regions. A strong-inversion layer served to
cap the buoyant smoke plumes formed.
Fujita also compared present sand-dune patterns and positions with maps of central Australia prepared over 30 years
ago. He concluded that the dunes are virtually permanent
features, experiencing little change over long periods of time.
Comparisons with the mean-pressure pattern showed that the
dunes are oriented with the wind, and possibly formed by
horizontal roll convection. Near Ayers Rock, cellular-like
patterns of sand dunes indicate that this type of convection
may prevail in that locality, according to Fujita.
Penguin "advection" on the beaches was also photographed
and presented.

Aloha
A meeting of the Aloha Chapter of the AMS was held 20
August 1987. It began with a tour of the new facilities of the
Naval Western and Oceanographic Center and was followed
by a social hour, which included light hors d'ourvres (called
pupus in Hawaii).
A short business meeting took place and the following
n o m i n e e s for chapter officers were introduced: President—Major Rick Savage (USAF), Vice President—Lt. Kathy
Oye (ISN), Secretary—Ben Hablutzel (NWS), Treasurer—Mark
Morrisey (University of Hawaii). Also discussed were proposed
sites and topics for future meetings and a possible revision of
the chapter constitution and by-laws.
On 17 September 1987 the Aloha Chapter held a meeting at
the U.S. Army's Tripler Hospital Officer's Club with speaker
Richard Carbone from the National Center for Atmospheric
Research. The topic was the Hawaiian Rainband Project
(HARP), which will begin in 1988 on the big island of Hawaii.
There have been other research projects on the big island,
because of the "repetitive" mesoscale features.
Some past projects include Ahupa'a (1978); Hawaii Mesoscale, Energy and Climate (HAMEC, 1980); Warm Rain (1965);
and Joint Hawaii Warm Rain (1985). Ongoing activities include
the Mauna Loa Observatory, wind-engergy surveying, and
environmental work related to geothermal power.
Equipment for HARP will include two "5-cm" Doppler
radars and an Portable Automated Mesoscale (PAM) station.
The project staff of about 150 will try to determine when
"obstacle flow" and "thermal forcing" take turns as the
dominating features.
A business meeting was held and the nominees for the four
offices, listed above, were elected.
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Meeting reports received at headquarters before 1 December
1987 are included. Copy from chapter representatives should
be typed double-spaced and submitted to the news editor in
duplicate.—News Ed.
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Millersville University
The Millersville University Chapter's first meeting of the fall1987 semester was held on 22 September in Roddy Science
Center. The meeting was opened by Vice-President Gregg
Rohaly, who conducted a brief business discussion. At this
time a treasury report was given and ideas for future chapter
activities were discussed.
Shane Mayor, chapter president, then presented an Honorary
Membership Award to Dr. Robert S. Ross for his contributions
to the university's meteorology program.
After presentation, Dr. Rich Clark, Millersville's newest
faculty member, gave an interesting talk about using aircraft
wind measurements to determine the static-pressure defect.
He explained how the measurements were taken for two case
studies, while doing research on the Oklahoma low-level jet.
Dr. Clark obtained the data using the University of Wyoming's
Kingair while a graduate student there. Using regression
analysis, he was able to determine the static-pressure defect.
A short question and answer period followed, and then the
meeting was adjourned around 8:45 P.M.

Northeast Ohio
The fall-1987 meeting of the Northeast Ohio AMS was held
Thursday evening, 17 September, at the Ohio Edison facility
in Fairlawn, Ohio.
Jim Thompson and Tom Schmidlin said they would be
judges for the 1988, Northeast Ohio Science and Engineering
Fair.
Fred Starheim and Jerry Murphy brought up the idea of
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using computer "bulletin boards'7 to let more people know
about our meetings.
Jerry Murphy brought in a couple of books of interest.
Tornado Watch #211 is about the tornado outbreak of 31 May
1985, when the town of Newton Falls, Ohio, was hit by a
tornado. The Guiness Book of Weather Facts is about pastweather history and dates. It focuses on past weather in
England and the United States.
The guest speaker of the evening was Dr. Thomas W.
Schmidlin from Kent State. Tom had a nice slide presentation
on his tour to Mt. Washington, and some studies he has done
on how Lake Erie effects the temperature over northeast-Ohio
vineyards. The studies involved using a large wind mill, driven
by an automobile engine, during hard freezes to produce air
flow across the vines to keep them from being damaged. He
ended his presentation with some interesting facts on the
different types of tornadoes Ohio experiences and the deaths
from tornadoes in Ohio.

Pete Giddings (KGO-TV), Mike Pechner (KBNR-Radio), George
Siegal (KTVU-TV), and Mark Thompson (KRON-TV). The
forum was moderated by Program Chairman Jean Parker.
Each panel member briefly discussed his background, how
he got into meteorology, and the credentials he has. Bartlett
and Giddings have the AMS Television Seal. In addition,
Giddings recently received his CCM and Bartlett is a CCM
candidate.
Next they were asked to identify what credntials they
personally think a weathercaster should have. The consensus
was that they have an obligation to their viewers (and station
management) to be good communicators. Secondly they think
of themselves as educators and finally as scientists. There
was also discussion as to whether weathercasters should have
the AMS Seal. Giddings also spoke of legislation that he is
working on with the state assembly to license meteorologists
in California.

Northwest Louisiana
Northern California
The Northern California Chapter of the American Meteorological Society held its first meeting of the year on 30
September at the Paul Masson Mountain Winery in Saratoga,
California. The evening was co-sponsored by Ford Aerospace
and Communications Corporation (an AMS Corporate Member). Over 200 members and their guests came to hear the
evening's guest speaker, Harold Yates, chief scientist of the
National Environmental Satellite and Data Information Services (NESDIS), a branch of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Harold has been with
NOAA/NESDIS for close to 20 years, specializing in instrumentation systems for their spacecraft.
Harold's presentation focused on satellite "meteorologies"
and their successful applications to our everyday lives. He
listed numerous examples of how we regularly depend on
satellite-based forecasts to ensure the success of our outdoor
activities. Harold pointed with pride to the 90-plus percent
accuracy of 24-hour advance satellite weather forecasts, which
affect a wide variety of outside endeavors ranging all the way
from picnics to commercial fishing.
Harold's talk also included recognition of the five-satellite
GOES Program as one of NOAA's top priorities. After the
initial launch in 1990, the GOES (Geostationary Operational
Environmental Satellite) will be operated by NOAA and will
provide essential meteorological information to branches of
the National Weather Service. It will be used by both the
National Severe Storms Center in Kansas City and the NaT
tional Hurricane Forecasting Center in Miami to forecast
potential weather hazards.
Prior to Harold Yate's presentation, AMS members and their
guests took advantage of a special wine-tasting hour by the
courtesy of the Paul Masson Winery. In addition to the wine
tasting, steak dinner, and insights provided by Harold Yates,
the record number of members and their guests also enjoyed
a magnificent view of the Santa Clara Valley provided by the
beautiful setting. This AMS chapter meeting may be the last
regularly scheduled event to be held in such a picturesque
backdrop because, after 25 years of operation, the Paul Masson
Winery is now up for sale.
The October 15th meeting of the Northern California Chapter
was a roundtable discussion of local weathercasters discussing
the topic: What Credentials the Weathercaster? In attendance
at the meeting, held in San Francisco at the Bay Area Air
Quality Management District, were Joel Bartlett (KPIX-TV),

On the night of 29 October 1987, the Northwest Louisiana
chapter gathered for its fourth meeting. The president, Bob
Miller, opened the meeting in the National Weather Service
(NWS) office by asking the sectretary-treasurer, Scott Breit,
to make financial statements. Of note, there were two additions to the chapter, increasing the total membership to
twenty. Miller also discussed the next meeting, which will
involve weather and the space program.
Ernie Ethridge took over and demonstrated what an National
Weather Service office can do. Many of our members had
never seen Automation of Field Operations and Services
(AFOS), or knew that all NWS workers act as dual broadcasters
as well. Etheridge also presented a twenty-minute videotape
of the Minneapolis tornado of May 1986. The video provided
invaluable insight into the mechanics involved with the
tornado. It was a very enjoyable evening with the National
Weather Service crew.

UNC-Asheville
President William Brown opened the 4 October 1987 meeting
at 7:05 p.m. with 16 members and guests present. Phil Hysell,
secretary, read the minutes, and they were approved. Treasurer
Bill Capehart read the financial report, stating that the chapter
currently had $282.82 in the account.
Our president then spoke on the progress of our AMS
sweatshirts and mentioned those who participated in the
September and October car wash would receive a 20 percent
discount on the sweatshirt for their hard work.
It was then announced that two positions were open for an
internship at a local television station and those interested in
pursuing a career in television meteorology should apply.
John Whitney spoke about our UNIDATA computer-telecommunications system and asked for suggestions before he
began to change the the system. Whitney also said meetings
would be scheduled for interested students to voice opinions,
as well as teach those students with an interest how to operate
the system.
University of North Carolina professor Dr. Alex Huang was
the featured speaker for the night. He shared with those
present his interesting summer research project at the Marshall Space Flight Center at Huntsville, Alabama, where he
analyzed satellite data of the amount of precipitiable water
throughout the world, and showed how satellites can be useful
tools in this area of study.
•
Unauthenticated | Downloaded 01/09/23 04:57 AM UTC

Now there's a new advanced
system for
upper air soundings...

ZEEMET. M It's
a complete upper
air system incorpor
ating state-of-the-art
radiosondes and ground
systems that utilizes technology for the 90s.
Advanced
Radiosonde Design . . .
The Z E E M E T Mark II
MICROSONDE™ is a lightweight
digital radiosonde with a continuous capacitance aneroid
pressure sensor. An on-board
microprocessor enables meteorological data to be measured and
transmitted continuously, along
with sonde identification and
sensor calibration data. Spare
channels are included to accomm o d a t e special sensors for your
specific application.
Open
Architecture Approach . . .
The Z E E M E T W-9000 G r o u n d
System, operated with an IBM or
compatible computer, is designed
to meet the needs of the user. A
modular approach to the system
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configuration allows for upgrading
changing or servicing with a
minimum of cost or downtime.
The use of industry standard
specifications ensures compatibility
with commercially available plugin boards, peripherals and thirdparty software.
VIZ will configure your Z E E M E T
system so that it meets your
requirements. Use Z E E M E T
in your synoptic network. Use
a portable Z E E M E T system for
research/scientific applications.
Military users can employ a ruggedized Z E E M E T system. For
windfinding Z E E M E T uses
Loran-C, Omega, VLF, radiotheodolite or windfinding radar.

From the New
N a m e in Upper
Air Systems . . .
Z E E M E T was developed
by the company that is
the best alternative in upper
air systems—VIZ. W e ' r e a U.S.
company known for 35 years as a
standard of quality in upper air
products. We o f f e r the latest, most
cost-effective technology. A n d , just
as importantly, we're cooperative,
responsive and easy to work with.
Discover the benefits of the
advanced upper air system that
incorporates the technology of the
9 0 s — Z E E M E T . Contact
VIZ M a n u f a c t u r i n g C o m p a n y ,
335 East Price Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19144-5782, USA
Telephone: 215-844-2626.
Telex: 710-670-2626
Telefax: 215-844-4410
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