special news feature
Hong Kong Meteorological Society Formed
The Hong Kong Meteorological Society was recently established in an effort to promote science and its
applications in Hong Kong. The society, which was registered on 9 December 1988, is seeking interested
scientists to join the membership and promote its goals.
The main objectives of the society include developing and disseminating knowledge of meteorology and
related oceanic, hydrologic, and geographic sciences. The society will promote the advancement of professional applications of meteorology, the understanding of weather among the public, and an appreciation of
the value of meteorology and its applications. Collaboration among members of the society, individuals, and
corporate or unicorporate bodies who share the society's interests is sought to achieve these goals.
The office bearers of the Hong Kong Meteorological Society session 1989-90 are Patrick P. Sham, chairman;
William J. Kyle, vice-chairman; Y. K. Chan, honorary secretary; S. I. Hsu, honorary treasurer; Fred J. Hickernell, Y. S. Li, and S. L. Hung, committee members; John C. T. Wu, honorary auditor; and Venus Choy,
honorary legal advisor.
Applications are now being accepted. Categories of membership are fellow, a meteorologist or scholar with
research experience in meteorology; associate member, any person with an interest in meteorology; student
member, a student attending any of the universities or post-secondary colleges in Hong Kong who is interested
in meteorology; and corresponding member, a meteorologist residing outside Hong Kong. The entrance fee
has been waived for admission in 1989; information about admission following 1989 is available from the
society.
For further information or an application form, write Y. K. Chan, Hong Kong Meteorological Society, c/o
Royal Observatory Hong Kong, 134A Nathan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
•

news and notes
U.S./USSR Earth Sciences Group
Identifies Areas of Cooperation
The U.S./USSR Joint Working Group on Earth Sciences held its second meeting in Washington DC
17-21 July 1989. The group agreed to cooperate in
two subsatellite experiments related to land-atmosphere interactions, and agreed to cooperate in studies of changes in the earth's cryosphere in response
to global climate warming.
The two subsatellite experiments call for nine Soviet
scientists to provide ground-based and airborne experiments and to participate in the United States first
field experiment in the International Satellite Land
Surface Climatology Project in Kansas during the
summer of 1989.
Ten U.S. Scientists will provide experiments and
participate in a similar experiment near Kursk in the
USSR in 1991. The experiments will include the
exchange of Soviet and U.S. satellite data on these
sites.
A cooperative project to study changes that are
occuring in the earth's cryosphere in response to
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global climate warming was initiated with the participation of the U.S. Geological Survey, NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center, and the Institute of
Geography of the USSR Academy of Sciences. The
two sides will prepare experimental maps, compiled
from satellite remote sensing imagery, to document
changes that have occurred and are occurring in the
coastal regions of Antarctica.
Both sides noted with satisfaction the progress
achieved in the preparation of the U.S. Total Ozone
Mapping Spectrometer to be flown on the Soviet
Meteor 3 spacecraft in the second half of 1991.
Both sides expressed support for continued interaction between the U.S. and USSR in oceanographic
research programs related to understanding ocean
processes of importance in global change. Joint scientific meetings are planned to discuss biospheric
dynamics and problems of desertification and forest
stress. Additional information exchanges on trace
gases and research in ocean remote sensing are
expected to lead to joint activities at subsequent
meetings.
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Kyrill Ya. Kondratievof the Institute of Lake Studies,
USSR Academy of Sciences, in Leningrad, is the
Soviet co-chairman of the group. Shelby G. Tilford,
director of the NASA Earth Sciences and Applications
Division, is the U.S. co-chairman.
The objective of the group is to conduct joint
experiments and to acquire and exchange spacebased and related ground-based data important to
solving problems associated with global change.
The group was formed pursuant to the agreement
between the United States and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics Concerning Cooperation in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space for Peaceful
Purposes, signed in Moscow on 15 April 1987, as
amended 31 May 1988.

Notice of Field Systems
Advisory Panel
The Field Systems Advisory Panel of the National
Center for Atmospheric Research will meet in Boulder, Colorado, during April 1990 to consider requests
for field observing support.
The Field Observing Facility (FOF) operates one
combined S-band (10 cm) and X-band (3 cm) multiparameter and two C-band (5.5 cm) Doppler radars.
Availability of the multiparameter radar is subject to
receipt of funding in FY 1991.
The Surface and Sounding Systems Facility (SSSF)
operates nine Cross-chain L O R A N Atmospheric
Sounding Systems (CLASS), 60 Portable Automated
Mesonet (PAM) stations with associated field base
stations, four Lightweight LORAN Digital Dropsonde
(L2D2) systems, and the Atmosphere-Surface Turbulent Exchange Research (ASTER) facility.

The advisory panel will also consider requests for
use of the S-band (10 cm) CHILL radar operated by
the Illinois State Water Survey (ISWS).
In order to be considered by the Advisory Panel at
the April meeting, radar support requests should be
submitted by 1 March 1990 to Paul Herzegh, Acting
Manager, Field Observing Facility, National Center
for Atmospheric Research, P.O. Box 3000, Boulder,
C O 80307.
Requests for ASTER, CLASS, PAM, and L2D2
should be submitted by 1 March 1990 to Walter
Dabberdt, Manager, Surface and Sounding Systems
Facility at the same address.
Additional information describing these facilities is
available from the respective facility manager above.
Inquires and proposals for use of the CHILL radar
system should be directed to Eugene Mueller, ISWS,
2204 Griffith Drive, Champaign, IL 68820, (217)
244-8619. Scientists requesting facility support within
the context of NSF grants should describe facility
needs in their NSF proposals
•.
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STATISTICAL INFERENCE AND
PREDICTION IN CLIMATOLOGY:
A BAYESIAN APPROACH
by Edward S. Epstein
This monograph is intended to introduce
some concepts of statistical inference and prediction that are not generally treated in the traditional college course in statistics, and have not
seen their way into the technical literature generally available to the practicing climatologist.
Even today, where Bayesian methods are presented the practical aspects of their application
are seldom emphasized. Using examples drawn
from climatology and meteorology covering
probabilistic processes ranging from Bernoulli
to normal to autoregression, methods for quantifying beliefs as concise probability statements
are described, and the implications of new data
on beliefs and of beliefs on predictions are
developed.
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