Editorial
American Meteorological Society Education Initiatives
The American Meteorological Society (AMS) has opened a new chapter, addressing the educational
needs of our professional society and the general public. In early 1990 the A M S approved the allocation of
$100,000 for the first year and $50,000 for each of the following four years to develop educational initiatives
at the elementary- and secondary-school levels. For the first time, the A M S has made a major financial
commitment to educational programs.
The time is right for moving on educational initiatives. The country is entering a decade of increased
attention to deficiencies in our educational system. Future human-resource needs in science and technology
require that more persons be attracted to these careers and that educational enhancements start at the primaryschool level. Legislation has recently been introduced in Congress to establish a new, comprehensive, federally
supported program addressing math, science, and engineering education at these levels.
This atmosphere of awareness will enhance the effectiveness of A M S programs with much larger
numbers of school teachers. Instituting program leadership and staff-support positions within the society will
provide a national focal point for AMS education programs. This organizational support will give new vitality
to the dreams, hopes, and efforts of many devoted persons in our society who wish to contribute to education.
The AMS, with support of the National Science Foundation, had an extensive educational program for the
secondary schools in the 1960s. During the 1970s and 1980s, the A M S educational program was carried out
through the volunteer efforts of many dedicated members. Over the years this work has produced a wealth of
resource material and other contributions to education.
It has been recognized that meteorology as a subject offers unique opportunities to interest young
people in many scientific and technological areas. Weather appeals to children. Many of us have witnessed
the enthusiastic response to class presentations of tornado models, cloud chambers, cloud pictures, and even
weather balloons. The challenges are to keep this interest active into the high school years and to integrate
meteorology into the family of sciences and technology. Teachers are the key players in this process.
Five program elements to provide direct assistance to teachers are under consideration: 1) a newsletter
to provide teachers with hands-on information for students; 2) resource papers to provide a way in which
meteorologists can transfer current scientifically accurate information to teachers; 3) advice and ideas on how
to use weather data in the classroom to capitalize on weather as a vehicle to promote science education; 4)
workshops to provide a mechanism for meteorologists to work directly with teachers on scientific issues; and
5) "teacher-in-residence" internships to provide more input from the teacher community into A M S programs.
The exact phasing of implementation of these elements is still to be decided and is contingent upon
obtaining funding from industry, foundations, and the government to augment the resources provided by the
society.
The establishment of an Education Resource Center is an important component of the new program.
This center will make it possible to handle national-level interfaces with the primary- and secondary-schoolteacher community, to coordinate activities without overloading the many volunteers already involved, and
to develop partnerships with other organizations involved in educational initiatives in science and technology.
Furthermore, the resource center will provide a focus for the A M S efforts and make it possible to realize the
full benefits of the overall initiative,
The AMS education initiatives will require a combination of A M S leadership and management with
broad-based involvement of the professional community. It is important that the initiatives be advanced in
stages and suitably limited in scope in order tp meet the goals properly. During the next few years, as the
AMS develops these new initiatives, it is appropriate for all of us to reexamine our professional activity and
to consider new ways to share our expertise and ideas with those in the front line of the educational community—the primary- and secondary-school teachers in their classrooms.
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