policy news
Federal Government Increases Charges for
Meteorological Data
The 1991 Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act authorized the federal government to charge "fair market"
value for meteorological data provided to the private
sector and to raise up to $2 million per year in revenue
by its charges for the next three years. The Act also
permits $3 million per year in revenue to be raised in
years four and five.
The Act precludes charging universities more than
the incremental cost incurred by the government in the
distribution of the data when the data is used for
noncommercial purposes. Mechanisms are being
developed to carry out this exemption.
As a result, the federal government has levied
increased charges to the private sector, which represent in some cases a 336 percent increase for weather
data provided through the family of services as well as
in other ways. This level of increase was chosen so
that $2 million would be acquired by the federal
government.
These new user charges break the tradition of
charging only the incremental costs for the distribution
of meteorological data, and obviously impact many
private meteorological firms and, in turn, users of
weather information across the country.
The Executive Committee has written letters to
Senators Ernest F. Hollings and John C. Danforth, and
Congressmen George E. Brown, Jr., and Robert S.
Walker, opposing the concept of charging "fair market"
value for meteorological data and supporting a return
to charging only incremental costs.
The text of the letter from the Executive Committee
of the American Meteorological Society follows:
"The Executive Committee of the American Meteorological Society is deeply concerned about the situation that has evolved over the last year with regard to
fees to the private sector for meteorological data
acquired by the federal government. The budget agreement of 1990 authorizes the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration to charge "fair market"
value for meteorological data provided to the private
meteorological sector. We believe this is not sound
policy. In our opinion, the fees to the private sector
should only be those incremental costs incurred by the
government in preparing the data for distribution to the
private sector.
"The National Weather Service and other federal
agencies acquire operational meteorological data to
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carry out their missions to provide severe weather and
flood warnings and weather forecasts. They do not
acquire any data other than those required to meet
their mission. Funds for acquiring these data are
derived from tax revenue so that they can provide the
weather services for which they are responsible by
law. To charge "fair market" value instead of only the
incremental costs constitutes double taxation and
places the government in a profit-making mode of
operation.
"This nation is unique among the world in developing a public/private partnership for weather services.
The federal government provides weather services, in
particular, the severe weather and flood warning and
day-to-day forecasts, needed by all of the people in the
United States. The private meteorological sector provides special forecasts and services required by industry and other groups. The private sector also
assists in the dissemination of weather forecasts and
severe weather and flood warnings. This arrangement
is an excellent way of providing vital weather information. Through this partnership, the people and industry
of this country receive the highest quality and the
broadest range of weather services. This nation's
basic policy should be to encourage the further development of this partnership.
"We believe that the basic concept of charging fair
market value for the meteorological data acquired
from the federal government to meet its mission is
flawed. We believe the government should reverse
the policy and charge only incremental costs for meteorological data.
"We would be pleased to discuss this important
matter with you and look forward to your response."
RICHARD E . HALLGREN, EDITOR
BULLETIN of the AMERICAN METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
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AMS Opposes Proposed Rules on Executive
Branch Employee Conduct
The American Meteorological Society has strongly
opposed one section of proposed new rules on standards of conduct for executive branch employees,
dealing with participation in professional associations.
The proposed rule, proposed by the Office of Government Ethics in the Federal Register for 23 July,
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says that while "employees are encouraged to participate in the activities of professional associations,"
they can not serve as officers unless specifically
authorized by statute, executive order, or regulation.
The proposed rule also says that federal employees
may, with supervisory approval, "use official time to
attend or otherwise participate in a substantive program" sponsored by the society if it is determined that
it relates to the performance of the employee's official
duties and is in the interest of the government, but they
cannot if the meeting or event is primarily to carry out
the business affairs of the organization.
In protesting the proposed rule, AMS President
William D. Bonner points out that "it is extremely
important to the scientific and technological activities
of the United States that employees of the federal
government be allowed to participate in all activities of
societies and associations. The government has much
to gain through their participation and much to lose if
they are restricted in unnecessary ways."
"This can be accomplished," the AMS letter of
opposition continues, "without any weakening of ethical standards with regard to conflicts of financial
interests between federal government employees and
professional societies in which they may be members
or officers."
The letter points out that full participation by federal
employees enables them to "remain at the forefront of
research in the various fields of activity in which they
are engaged," and warns that "if their participation is
regulated in inappropriate ways, the recruitment and
retention of scientists and engineers in the federal
government could be adversely affected at a time
when it is imperative that the government be in a
position to attract the most highly qualified individuals
to meet the challenges of the coming decades."
The letter also noted the importance of interactions
between federal scientists and those in industry and
academia in influencing the direction of science and
technology in ways that benefit the government, and
concludes that full participation in all professional
society activities "is in the national interest and should
be encouraged, not discouraged."
Reports indicate that AMS's letter of opposition is
only one of a great number that have poured into the
ethics office from societies and individual scientists.

Holiday Special

AMS Ties
Available in three color
combinations: maroon with
gold symbols, navy with gold
symbols, or navy with silver
symbols.
$15 each or two for $25 (includes shipping
and handling). Holiday offer expires January
15, 1992. Please send prepaid orders to
American Meteorological Society, 45
Beacon Street, Boston, M A 02108-3693.
(Orders from U.S. and Canada only.)
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