
news from our chapters 

Farthest North 
As studies of El Nino broaden, the teleconnections 
between this major oceanic and atmospheric event 
and various meteorological disturbances appearto be 
reaching ever farther afield—often right into the cli-
matic regions in which researchers happen to live. 
Alaskan meteorologists and oceanographers have 
noted delayed responses to the El Nino/El Nina cycle 
in the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea, for example. 
Generally speaking, as the distance from the tropical 
Pacific increases, the symmetry of the response 
appears to blur. 

A luncheon meeting on 6 December afforded chap-
ter members an opportunity to learn of further effects 
of the ENSO events as Ken Clarke, supervising fore-
caster at the Yukon Weather Centre at Whitehorse, 
discussed the correlations between El Nino and El 
Nina on weather in the Yukon Territory. Clarke was on 
a week-long visit to the National Weather Service 
Forecast Office in Fairbanks and had already spent 
several days working directly with Northern Alaska 
weather, thus putting himself on a good footing with his 
audience. 

Clarke studied the response of the weather at 
Whitehorse and Dawson to various phases of the 
ENSO cycle. Correlations were best during the winter. 
This brought forth nods from the audience as we 
recalled the comparatively strong, well-defined weather 
patterns during winter in Alaska, as contrasted to the 
relatively disorganized, weakly-defined patterns of 
summer. 

During El Nino periods, the usual ridge aloft over 
the west coast of North America results in above 
normal temperatures in the Yukon, accompanied by 
below normal precipitation. On an annual basis, Clarke 
found El Nino years in the Yukon to be 0.3°C warmer 
than normal and precipitation to be 10 mm below 
normal. El Nina periods, on the other hand, resulted in 
colder than normal temperatures in the Yukon—0.7°C 
colder than long-term averages on an annual basis. 

During summer in the Yukon, temperatures at White-
horse and Dawson showed no definitive response. So 
too was the case for precipitation at Whitehorse. At 
Dawson, El Nina periods correlated with above normal 
summer rainfall while El Nino periods were dry. 

Clarke concluded the description of his findings by 
describing the response of the weather at Whitehorse 
one year following given ENSO events. Years follow-
ing El Nina events tended to be cool and dry, while 
those after El Nino periods were inclined to be just the 
opposite: warm and wet. As one might expect, as we 

proceed farther out in time, the strength of correlations 
lessens. This is a lasting source of frustration to those 
of us who desire to establish the validity of analogue 
forecasting as an article of faith. 

All the weaknesses in the correlations found by 
Clarke conceded, the fascinating aspect of his find-
ings is that there remains a discernible on/off signal in 
the Yukon in response to the ENSO cycle. Even if this 
signal is weak, it recurs; and while it doesn't match the 
El Nino/El Nina events perfectly, the relationship is 
non-trivial. In this respect, Clarke's research mirrors 
the results of other investigators, and extends these 
findings into a geographic area previously not consid-
ered to be part of the ENSO's realm. 

Kansas City 
This chapter held its third meeting of the fall on 
Wednesday, 28 November at the Old Spaghetti Fac-
tory in the renovated garment district area downtown. 
The invited speaker was Carl Kreitzberg of the Phys-
ics and Atmospheric Science Department of Drexel 
University in Philadelphia. 

Kreitzberg's presentation was entitled "The Winter 
Program Associated with the 1992 STORM Experi-
ment." He outlined plans for the first winter field 
research experiment to be carried out in the central 
U.S., including STORMFEST, the STORM Fronts 
Experimental Systems Test, set for February through 
mid-March of 1992 to examine research applications 
of the new data networks, such as ASOS, Profilers, 
and any WSR-88D radars in place. 

Lively discussion followed the presentation, as many 
people asked questions, particularly about measure-
ment of snow bands, related to the planned experi-
ments. Kreitzberg was able to make comparisons 
between STORM and past projects he was involved 
with such as SESAME, GALE, ERICA, and Stormy 
Spring. If all of the data networks are in place, the 
WINTER program should be quite a success. 

Millersville University Chapter 
Twenty people attended the first meeting of the se-
mester held on 14 September 1990. After the new 
executive officers introduced themselves, an open 
discussion was held for about twenty minutes con-
cerning goals of the chapter for the year, meeting 
topics, fund-raising ideas, and the National Collegiate 
Forecasting Contest. 

The group viewed a tape of a Weather Channel 
program about Hurricane Hugo entitled "Force Four." 
Afterward, there was informal discussion on the likeli-
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