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Donald R o t t n e r
1939-1995

Donald Rottner died on
23 May 1995 in Lakewood, Colorado, not far
from his home in Littleton,
Colorado.
Rottner excelled at
whatever he tackled. Success was his constant companion. He was thoroughly
committed to his family
and a faithful friend to his
coworkers. Hard work characterized his life, but he
also understood the value of play. He collected fine
art and enjoyed opera and the theatre. Hunting, skiing,
sailing, ecology, and politics were also strong interests.
Born on 2 September 1939 in Kenilworth, New
Jersey, Rottner attended public schools in his hometown and later moved with his mother, Florence, to
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Working days as an apprentice to a journeyman plumber, Rottner attended the
University of Florida at night, learning drafting as it
applied to heating and air conditioning. He was soon
hired by Minneapolis-Honeywell as a draftsman.
He enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in Denver in November 1961. The air force initially intended that he
become a nuclear weapons technician. While in Denver, Rottner took a part-time job as a draftsman for
Minneapolis-Honeywell, working 20 to 30 hours a
week in addition to his work with the air force.
In June 1963, the air force transferred Rottner to
the University of Wyoming as a student and officer
trainee. He received his B.S. in civil engineering in
1965 and was elected to Sigma Tau, the honorary fraternity of civil engineers. He was commissioned in
December 1965 and began service as a bioenvironmental engineer in the Biomedical Sciences Corps of
the air force. He served in the air force until September 1969, attaining the rank of captain before he left
the military to enroll in the Department of Atmo1018

spheric Sciences at the University of Wyoming to
pursue a graduate degree. The university appointed
him a graduate research assistant.
After receiving an M.S. in atmospheric sciences in
1971, Rottner joined the staff of New Mexico State
University, where he worked as an assistant project
engineer on a cloud seeding project conducted by the
Department of Civil Engineering. He joined the Division of Atmospheric Resources Research of the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation in June 1972. He became a
professional member of the AMS that same year.
Working on Project Sky water, the major federal effort with responsibility for conducting research on
precipitation augmentation, Rottner made many significant scientific contributions. He was responsible
for assembly, quality control, and archival of the data
collected by a five-year, multimillion-dollar weather
modification program in southwestern Colorado. The
data management program maintained a huge database that included digital radar, satellite imagery,
cloud physics measurements, rawinsondes, pibals,
acoustic sounders, ground-based radiometers, precipitation networks, and ice crystal habits and concentrations. He was responsible for coordinating and managing the development of new instrumentation applicable to weather modification, such as automatic environmental surface observation platforms and remote
active radiometric measurement of liquid water content in clouds.
In January 1980, Rottner cofounded with Loren D.
Nelson OPHIR Corporation, a research and instrumentation company that focused on the atmospheric
sciences. At the time of his death, Donald was president of OPHIR. Several of the patents granted to
OPHIR by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office bear
Rottner's name as a coinventor.
He is survived by his wife, Margaret Harrub;
daughters, Robin Lee Rottner and Wendy Louise
Rottner; stepsons, William Criston Tucker and Shawn
Winston Tucker; his mother, Florence West; a brother,
Joseph N. Rottner; and six grandchildren.
—Archie M. Kahan.
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Robert E. (Bob) W a d e m a n
1938-1995

Robert E. Wademan, vice president of the
NovaLynx Companies, died on 30 October 1995.
Wademan was born in Houston, Texas, and graduated
from Texas A&M University in 1960 with a degree
in meteorology. He was an Air Weather Service forecaster, a television meteorologist, a meteorologist with
a public utility, owner and operator of a private meteorological consulting firm, and worked for various
hydrometeorological instrument companies. In 1988
he was a cofounder of DataLynx Instruments, which
later became NovaLynx Corporation.
Wademan was a member of the AMS, Air & Waste
Management Association, and the Weather Modification Association. In 1989 he received AMS's Television Seal of Approval. He was also instrumental in
the formation of the Southwestern Association of
ALERT Systems (SAAS) users group.
Bob is survived by his wife, Sandy; three children;
and seven grandchildren.—Joseph R. Andre Jr. and
Robert N. Swanson. •

Director, Atlantic Oceanographic
and Meteorological Laboratory
Office of Oceanic
and Atmospheric Research
(A Senior Executive Service Position
in the Federal Government)

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)
Director, Atlantic Oceanographic and
Meteorological Laboratory (AOML)
Miami, Florida
$100,431 - 122,573 annually
The candidate selected for this position will be responsible for the direction and administration of the Atlantic
Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory
(AOML), Environmental Research Laboratories (ERL),
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR).
Mandatory Professional/Technical Qualification
Requirements:
*Broad understanding of the theory and current stateof-the-art in a combination of at least two (2) of the
following disciplines including physical oceanography,
meteolology, marine and atmospheric chemistry,
and/or mathematics to be able to conceive, design,
direct, and evaluate theoretical and experimental
oceanographic or tropical meteorological research
studies of a complex and large-scale nature.
*High level competence in the physical sciences sufficient to perceive complex research problems in broad
perspective, to coach and infuse new ideas/
approaches, and to participate meaningfully in discussion and evaluation of program areas in oceanographic and meteorological research.
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'Ability to provide the scientific, technical and organizationa leadership required to maintain a long-term
monitoring program in the oceanographic, meteorological and/or marine sciences.
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Please contact (301) 713-0534/(301) 713-0973 (TDD)
for an announcement package, including mailing
instructions. Refer to announcement number
NQAA#96-07. This vacancy closes on June 17.
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^Ability to perform senior-level research with particular
emphasis on oceanography or meteorology, and to
publish significant research findings in refereed
literature.
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a Diverse Workforce
and is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer
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