The third meeting on 26 February 1996 featured
Dave Martin, lead forecaster for the NWS office in
State College, Pennsylvania. He presented information on the Genesis of Atlantic Lows Experiment
(GALE) project, which he was a graduate assistant for
in 1986. This project, which ran from 15 January
through 15 March 1986, was designed to try to discover some of the secrets behind the formation of
coastal lows off of the coastline of the Carolinas. One
of the goals of the project was to describe airflow and
moisture fields of these storms and to test and develop
numerical models for prediction. Martin said that this
project was rather large, involving several universities and grants from several governmental agencies.

Editor's Note: The May 1971 Bulletin covered the administering of the
oath of office on 18 March 1971 to
Robert M. White, the initial
adminstrator, Howard W. Pollock,
deputy administrator, and John W.
Townsend Jr., associate administrator
of NOAA, their nominations having
been confirmed by the Senate on 19 February 1971.
The coverage included the following photograph and
caption.

Among the guests at the swearing-in ceremonies were the
families of the three officials. Here Dr. White; his wife, Mavis;
and children, Richard and Edwina; join Secretary of Commerce
Maurice H. Stans in inspecting the Presidential commission
signifying Dr. White's appointment as NOAA administrator.
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In particular, Martin examined the day of 13 March
1986, just two days before the end of the program.
Martin discussed the synoptic-scale setting of that day,
and how no forecasters were expecting any type of
weather to develop. Even though no coastal low
formed that day, there was a large squall line that
formed and pushed across North Carolina to the Atlantic shore. By 14 March, a large area of cyclogenesis developed, with the resulting surface low bringing 2-4 inches of rain to much of the East Coast. This
was remarkable for the season, Martin said, because
most of the East Coast was undergoing severe a
drought that season, and this was one of the few days
it would actually rain that spring. He concluded his
presentation with a video showing some of the things
that investigators did for project GALE during their
time in the field.—Jeff Warner.
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The November meeting was held during National
Geography Week, on 16 November 1995, at the
NOAA Auditorium in Silver Spring, Maryland. Approximately 65 people were in attendance. This meeting served as the premier showing of the new National
Geographic Special entitled CYLONE! before it was
to be televised on NBC on Wednesday, 29 November 1995.
Ida Hakkarinen, chapter chairperson, welcomed the
members and their guests to the meeting. Hakkarinen
recognized the special guests, including Theresa
Konig (National Geographic Society producer), Ellen
Stanley (National Geographic Society Public Relations), Dane Knopp (NOAA Public Affairs), Susan
Zevin (NWS), Lou Boezi (NWS), Ned Ostenso
(NOAA), Jim Rasmussen (NOAA), and Bob Ryan
(WRC TV). Special thanks was given to Dane
Knopp for all of his efforts to in making this premier
happen.
Hakkarinen introduced the featured speaker, Joe
Golden, senior meteorologist in the Office of Atmospheric Research, NOAA. Before introducing the film,
Golden briefly described his involvement in the making of the National Geographic Society special presentation. He spoke of using helicopters as observing
platforms to view various types of severe weather.
The film explores various types of severe weather
and looks at the devastating toll taken by these traumatic weather systems, not only on human life, but
on everything it comes in contact with. Prior to the
tornado, the storm had produced lightening and
golfball- sized hail.
Vol.

77, No. 5, May

1

996

Unauthenticated | Downloaded 01/09/23 01:14 AM UTC

