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LETTER FROM HEADQUARTERS

YOUR SOCIETY'S ELECTED GOVERNANCE

T

he results of the 2003 elections for president and
councilor are in: Walt Lyons is president-elect,
and the newly-elected councilors are Jennifer
Francis of Rutgers University, Tony Hollingsworth of
the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather
Forecasts, Tom MacPhail of the National Weather Service, and Chuck Wash of the Naval Postgraduate
School. A fifth councilor will be elected by the Council, according to the procedures described in the AMS
Constitution. I welcome all of them to the elected governance of the Society, and look forward to working
with them.
It is a pity that some candidates are not elected in
any election, and this one was no exception. The five
candidates who were not elected are also outstanding people who have contributed to our community
in many and diverse ways. They also share another
thing in common: they are all from the private sector.
More about this later.
One of the many virtues of the AMS is its "umbrella" character: we have members from academia,
government, and the corporate world; atmospheric
scientists, oceanographers, hydrologists, engineers,
teachers, and enthusiasts; researchers and practitioners;
women and men; students and members emeriti. The
Society thus represents the entire community for which
the atmosphere is a central focus. It is important that
this diversity is reflected in the governance of the Society, and particularly important that the three main
sectors are represented approximately evenly.
The new Council is as follows:
President-elect:
President:
1st Past-President:
2nd Past-President:

Walt Lyons
Susan Aver/
Joe Friday
Rick Rosen

AMERICAN METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY

Class of 2005:

Phil Arkin
Ana Barros
Marie Colton
Inez Fung
David Karoly

Class of 2006:

David Blaskovich
John E. Jones
Tom Karl
Tim Killeen
Julia Paegle

Class of 2007:

Jennifer Francis
Tony Hollingsworth
Tom MacPhail
Chuck Wash
To be determined
by Council

Without examining each of the possible balances,
I observe that 6 of the 19 voting members of the
Council are female, down from a high of 9 in 2003,
but still a much better gender balance than a decade
ago. On the other hand, only 3 of the 19 are from the
private sector, or have spent most of their career in that
sector. That's about half of the balance that would be
expected, given that private-sector members account
for one-third of AMS membership.
Why is this important? The National Research
Council, in its report, Fair Weather: Effective Partnerships in Weather and Climate Services, recommends that
the AMS serve as "a neutral host... to provide a periodic dedicated venue for the weather enterprise as
a whole to discuss issues." The Council last spring established an ad hoc Committee chaired by John Snow
of the University of Oklahoma to develop a response
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to that recommendation. A very important consideration the committee has discussed at length is that the
AMS must be—and must be perceived to be—neutral by virtue of being balanced. The disparate viewpoints of all three sectors and their subsets must be
heard and discussed, if the weather and climate enterprise as a whole is to be promoted effectively by
consensus of our community. Any structure established
in the AMS to facilitate this challenge must clearly be
balanced, and the elected governance it reports to
must also be balanced.
It has been suggested to me that the AMS should
assure sector balance in its elected governance by legislating some partitioning of the electorate. For example,
the Nominating Committee might be required to generate a slate of three candidates from each sector, with
members to vote for two of the three from one sector
and one each from the other two. The sector from which
two are elected would rotate through the three sectors,
much as the presidency rotates through the three sectors. Several other variations have been suggested.
I have resisted these suggestions, because I feel
strongly that it ought to be possible to elect outstand-

ing people from each of the three sectors, and there
are indeed outstanding members in each sector, without establishing artificial partitions between sectors.
Moreover, once the AMS departs from election of
Councilors from the general membership, we might
find ourselves debating whether there should be equal
representation of disciplines, or occupations, or geographical regions, or any number of other factors. It
seems to me that the Society is strengthened by electing outstanding members to the Council without artificial barriers, so long as the result reflects the diversity of the Society.
But that's not what is happening: we continue to
have a sector imbalance. That's a problem, and I don't
have the answer. I'd like very much to hear your views
on this subject. Call me at 617-227-2425, ext. 201; in
Boston, 202-737-9006, ext. 404, in Washington; or
e-mail me at rmcpherson@ametsoc.org.

RONALD D . MCPHERSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MEET THE AMS

JINNY NATHANS
Archivist and Librarian

I

t was four years ago last fall, while toiling unhappily in a corporate environment, that Jinny Nathans
realized she needed a change and began working at
the AMS as its third part-time archivist and librarian.
A graduate of Bryn Mawr College with a major in art
history and a master's in library science, Jinny has
always felt comfortable working in scientific environments. She started her library career at MIT, moved
on to become the resources manager at Arthur D.
Little for 10 years, and then did a stint as an archivist
at Digital Equipment Corporation, where she prepared a Web-based history of the company for its 40th
anniversary and processed the papers of idiosyncratic
founder Ken Olsen.
Having fled the rat race, Jinny has not looked back
since returning to a more academic setting, and, with
the encouragement and support of Ron McPherson
and Keith Seitter, Jinny has found her niche at the
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AMS. Responsible for the
Brooks Library
as well as the
archival collection, Jinny is
p r o u d to say
that she has by
now touched
every book and
piece of the collection twice
since packing
them up for offsite storage during the renovation of the past year. She
is now in the process of returning the materials to
freshly painted shelves and newly created customdesigned archival space.
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TELEVISION SEALS OF APPROVAL
1395
1396
1397
1398
1399
1400
1401
1402
1403
1404

Adam Stampfl
Matthew Ritter
Brett Cummins
Mike Rohleder
David Murphy
Eric Green
Thomas Miller
Michelle Kennedy
Bill Kappel
Jere Hough

2003
2003
2003
2003
2003
2003
2003
2003
2003
2003

"Our collections are small, but quite special, since
they come from the beginning of the AMS's existence
and can trace the evolution of both the Society and
the scientific discipline," Jinny states when discussing the role of the AMS library and archives in the
Society's activities. In addition to a paper copy of all
AMS publications (which are regularly consulted by
the editorial staff), the library holds the original collection of Charles Brooks, Society founder and director of the Blue Hill Observatory. Material on the earlier New England Meteorological Society, the Blue
Hill photograph collection, and early observational
records and artifacts are some of the other major collections within the archives.
Even though it was quite an undertaking to pack
and store everything, some interesting discoveries
came to light as Jinny went through the entire house,
making sure not to miss any hidden treasures before
construction began. Jinny was also able to help staff
members cull their files, moving off-site those materials not necessary to be kept close at hand. "Some of
those now-inactive files constitute the institutional
history of the Society and, as such, are valuable to both
the Society today and to scholars of tomorrow who
will need to know about us and our activities," she
says. "These are the kinds of decisions which need to
be made when evaluating records for storage and archival value. People generally don't take the long view
when clearing out their offices under the gun and trying to scale down what they need. Having an archivist there at these times really helps people identify
what is important."
Since attending her first AMS Annual Meeting in
2001, Jinny has been active in Atmospheric Science
Librarians International, the fledgling professional organization founded by librarians in the atmospheric
sciences. Elected chair of the group in 2002, she
AMERICAN METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY

planned the Long Beach annual conference (it was
predictably heavy on the historical aspects of the
field); the AMS generously supports the group's conference at the Annual Meeting. It is a wonderful opportunity for librarians in the discipline to meet and
exchange resources, information, and ideas, and to interact with their constituents in a professional setting.
Furthermore, the librarians are able to meet with
publishers and vendors who exhibit at the Annual
Meeting, providing another way to exchange information and communicate with information suppliers.
Jinny also works with local AMS chapters in helping to decide which materials to keep and how to organize them. In addition to her column "From the
Archives," she has written a set of guidelines for managing local chapter records that appeared in the September 2003 issue of the Bulletin. Says Jinny about
working with AMS staff: "It is wonderful that places
like this can still exist and flourish. This little corporate refugee is very lucky to have washed up at 45
Beacon Street."
—RACHEL THOMAS-MEDWID
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AMS and the American Geophysical Union (AGU) are
working together to revitalize Earth Interactions and
establish the journal as a first-class publication venue
for interdisciplinary Earth and environmental sciences.
Earth Interactions is seeking papers that explore the
interactions among the biological, physical, and human
components of the Earth system. El will consider the
following kinds of papers:
•
•
•
•

original research article
review articles
brief "data reports" and "model reports"
special collections of papers from conferences and
workshops

There are currently no page charges or color charges
for the journal. Manuscripts can be submitted online
at earthinteractions-submit.agu.org.
For more information, please contact the editor,
Jon Foley, at the Center for Sustainability and the
Global Environment, University of Wisconsin-Madison,
1710 University Ave., Madison, Wl 53726; e-mail:
jfoiey@wisc.edu.
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AT HEADQUARTERS

AMS HEADQUARTERS BETTER THAN NEW
AFTER RENOVATION

T

he first major
set of renovations has been
completed to the
Society's headquarters at 45 Beacon Street in Boston since the
property was acquired in the late
1950s. This article
will highlight the
work done on the
main house, which
was begun in 2002
(Bulletin,

83,

1673-1674). This
work followed up
on the renovation
of the carriage
house that was
completed in 2001
(.Bulletin, 82,2271).

With the completion
of
these
projects, the functionality of the
headquarters facility is matched only
by the splendor of
this historically significant building.

Post-renovation view from the
staircase.

The AMS acquired the third Harrison Gray Otis
House (built in 1806) in 1957 and made the location its
headquarters in 1960 after extensive renovations were
completed. The story of how the house was acquired and
made habitable is a colorful one that is recounted by
White and Caskey (Bulletin, 62,493-497). No significant work had been done on the house for the past
several decades, other than routine maintenance, until
the carriage house renovation began a few years ago.
With the economic downturn following 11 September 2001, the Society faced difficult times financially, so the decision to continue moving forward
with the renovations was a difficult one. The existing
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systems in the
main
building
(electrical, heating, air conditioning, p l u m b i n g ,
etc.) were experiencing r o u t i n e
failures, however,
and maintenance
costs were rising
rapidly. The Society also had in
h a n d , by that
time, engineering
reports that raised
serious concerns
about life and
safety issues with
the outdated fire
suppression systems, a loading of
the existing electrical service at
near capacity, and
even a few structural problems.
Since the f u n d s
for the renovations were to be
fourth-floor landing of the main taken f r o m reserve accounts set
aside specifically
for this purpose several decades ago, and not from the
operating budget, the project moved forward, but
with keen attention paid to keeping it on budget. It is
inevitable that there will be surprises waiting inside
the walls of a nearly 200-year-old building, and a
number of areas required additional structural work
and a reworking of the plans for heating and air conditioning, plumbing, wiring, etc. Despite these surprises, the project was completed on schedule and on
budget—a testament to the yearlong planning effort
that preceding the arrival of the work crews that had
built in a number of contingency plans.
Someone who had been to the house before renoUnauthenticated | Downloaded 01/09/23 01:16 AM UTC

Staff members improvised their work spaces at times during the renovation. Here, Beth Farley, director of member services, works on the floor
of one of the parlors. In most cases, the temporary work spaces were more
comfortable than this.

Space was at a premium during the renovation, forcing some areas to be utilized in unusual ways. This
photo shows that the library could hold more than
books: it became an impromptu kitchen, complete
with refrigerator, water cooler, microwave, and
kitchen table.

AMERICAN METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY

This view shows the oval ballroom in the
final stages of being painted, with the large
chandelier covered for protection. This
room, named the Rossby Room soon after
the Society moved into the building, serves
as the main conference room at headquarters and is the seat of the AMS Council.
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The West Parlor: (left) during renovations; (right) the completed room. The cabinet between the doors is one
of three display cases in this room that will display items related to the history and current activities of the
AMS. The chandelier in this room was a donation acquired during the renovations.
The redecorating taking place now and continuvations and who visits now may not notice much
change in the interior beyond the fresh paint, better ing over the next several years is being guided by a
volunteer committee chaired
lighting, and new carpets because the renovations
by former AMS Council memmade very few visible structural
changes. The archiber Jack Hayes. The charge to
tects and contracthis committee includes the
tors were successful
following:
in meeting their
goals of replacing
The objective is to create a
outdated systems and
"positive experience" for
bringing the structure
visitors (including AMS
into compliance with
members, the general
current building codes
public, and distinwithout losing the hisguished national and
torical features so imporinternational guests)
tant to the structure.
that balances the imThey worked closely with
portant historical asthe Beacon Hill Architecpects of the house
tural Commission and the
with its current role
Society for the Preservation
as home for the Soof New England Antiquities—both of which have a
While most of the
say in changes to the house
work was on the inbecause of its historical signifiterior of the building, new water and
cance—to find creative soluelectrical
service
tions that met the requirements
to
the
building
was
installed
of current fire, safety, access,
under the cobblestone driveway, and some
and building codes while preof the cobblestones were replaced to create a smoother path
serving the historical fabric of the
to the handicapped-accessible entrance at the side of the building.
building. The result is that the
house looks very much as it did after the first AMS renovation in the late 1950s, with
ciety. The three basic themes guiding the decor
an interior that retains the elements of the original
should be: AMS history, Otis history, and current
Federal period architecture, as well as Victorian-era
and historical aspects of the atmospheric and rerefinements added by owners prior to the Society.
lated oceanic and hydrologic sciences.

106 I BAI15*

JANUARY 2004

Unauthenticated | Downloaded 01/09/23 01:16 AM UTC

•

•

•

•

^

•

•

•

•

L

J

M

M

L

J

M

M

With the 200th anniversary
of the house approaching in
2006, the goal is to have the
decorating plan as nearly
implemented as possible in
time for a celebration of this anniversary, in cooperation with
the historical organizations in
Boston that view the house as a
significant landmark.
The accompanying photos
provide a sense of the work that
was done to restore structural
soundness and to replace the
major systems serving the
building, as well as showing
several views of the completed
renovations. The result is a
headquarters facility for the Society that is both elegant and
functional, and that is poised to
continue serving the AMS
membership for many years to
come.
—KEITH SEITTER
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This view shows the fourth floor with its ceiling open to the attic. This space
was divided into two rooms by restoring a wall to the location where one
had been in the original construction of the house. These rooms now house
the Bulletin office and the information-services staff.

Post-renovation view of the first-floor lobby as seen from the front door.
A weather vane similar to those located on some historic buildings on Beacon Hill sits in an alcove by the stairs, reminding visitors that this is the
home of a meteorological organization. The decorating plan includes the
addition of displays in the lobby to provide brief descriptions of the history
of the house and of AMS.
AMERICAN METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY
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D

avid Q. Wark, a research meteorologist at the
National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service of NOAA (NOAA/NESDIS)
and its predecessor organizations for 55 years, died
of cancer on 30 July 2002. He will be long remembered for his seminal contributions to the weather
satellite program.
Wark was born on 25 March
DAVID Q. WARK
1918
in Spokane, Washington.
1918-2002
In 1921 his family moved to
Altadena and Pasadena, California, where he lived
until 1939. From 1938 to 1939, and again in the summer of 1940, he worked for the Associated Press and
David Lawrence to earn money to resume his education. In 1939, he entered the University of California,
Berkeley, from which he graduated with honors with
an A.B. in astronomy in May 1941. From 1941 to
1942, he did graduate study in meteorology at the
University of California, Los Angeles. He resumed
graduate studies part time in 1948 at the University
of California, Berkeley, while working full time at the
U.S. Weather Bureau, and graduated with a Ph.D. in
astronomy in January 1959. He remembered those
times as "tough days driving back and forth to Berkeley and living in Half-Moon Bay."
Wark's professional career began in 1942 at the
U.S. Naval Observatory, where he served as a naval
officer until 1946. He then went to work for the U.S.
Weather Bureau. He spent the first three years of that
period in Istres, France; Frankfurt and Munich, Germany; and Cairo, Egypt. From 1949 through 1958, he
served at the Aviation Weather Forecast Office in San
Francisco, California. He then moved to the U.S.
Weather Bureau Office in Suitland, Maryland, where
he worked from 1958 until 1999, when he officially
retired. The retirement did not stop his work or his
contributions to science. In his last three years, Wark
took a part-time postretirement position at NOAA/
NESDIS, where he continued to work in the field he
pioneered and to which he dedicated his life.
A pioneer in the use of satellite sensors to provide
observations of the Earth's environment for application to weather forecasting and atmospheric science,
Wark was noted for his brilliant insights, dedication,
and exceptional scientific achievements. He developed many of the theoretical and experimental techniques on which NOAA's current multibillion-dollar
meteorological satellite program is based. In the 1960s
and early 1970s, he and his NOAA colleague, Donald
Hilleary, were the motivating forces and principal in-
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vestigators for the first satellite instruments dedicated
to sounding the atmosphere for temperature and
water vapor. These instruments, the Satellite InfraRed Spectrometer (SIRS)-A and -B and the Vertical
Temperature Profile Radiometer (VTPR), were flown
on NASA's Nimbus satellites and NOAA's ITOS-D
satellites, respectively. With colleague Henry Fleming,
Wark formulated the radiative transfer equation that
quantifies the spectral radiances of the Earth and its
atmosphere (measured at satellite altitude), and inverted that equation mathematically to infer the atmospheric temperature profile from satellite-based
measurements of those radiances. A difficulty they
had to overcome was that the mathematical problem
is ill-posed (i.e., it admits of an infinite number of solutions). They arrived at a unique solution via an innovative application of a priori information on the atmospheric state. This work was described in the
landmark 1965 Wark and Fleming paper in Monthly
Weather Review. From that early period until just
weeks before his death, Wark continued his work at
the Office of Research and Applications in NOAA/
NESDIS on developing advanced techniques for
sounding the atmosphere from satellites.
Wark's work in remote sensing of the Earth's atmosphere and surface from weather satellites benefitted from his skill both as a meteorologist and an astronomer. Most of his work was directed toward the
goal of deducing vertical temperature and moisture
profiles in the Earth's atmosphere, but he also proposed a method for obtaining cloud-top altitudes using the oxygen A band. In the early days of this effort
at NOAA/NESDIS and its predecessor agencies, Wark
and others (most notably S. Fritz) assembled a remarkable group of internationally known scientists at
NOAA to work on this pioneering effort, and made
Suitland an exciting place to work. Included in this
group of visiting scientists were G. Yamamoto, D. G.
James, S. Twomey, and F. Saiedy. In addition to his
own insights, Wark proved to have a remarkable facility for subdividing the complex temperature profiling problem into smaller component problems that
the visiting and U.S. scientists could attack without
interfering with each other. Despite his well-deserved
reputation for having a formidable personality, he
guided the development of the satellite temperature
profiling field with tact, diplomacy, and scientific acumen. During this time, Wark also brought to NESDIS
and guided a number of younger scientists who went
on to establish reputations of their own in the fields
Unauthenticated | Downloaded 01/09/23 01:16 AM UTC

45 BEACON
of satellite remote sensing and satellite meteorology.
These included J. Alishouse, L. Crone, D. Crosby, H.
Jacobowitz, H. Fleming, H. Jacobowitz, L. McMillin,
W. L. Smith, L. Stowe, and M. Weinreb.
A Fellow of the AMS, Wark received numerous
awards from various scientific organizations, including a Silver Medal and a Gold Medal from the U.S.
Department of Commerce, the Medal for Exceptional
Scientific Achievement from NASA, the Second HalfCentury Award from AMS, the Lloyd V. Berkner
Space Utilization Award from the American Astronautical Society, and the Robert M. Losey Award from the
American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics.
One could not talk to David for long without learning of his keen interest in sailing. He was especially
proud of his four-year adventure in which took periodic time from work to sail around the world (from
1982 to 1986) on his 38-foot cutter, the Capella. During this time he (and a crew of two) spent almost an
entire year on the open seas. His meteorological interest showed in the detailed series of bucket temperatures he took on this trip. On his return, he obtained
the corresponding satellite measurements and made
comparisons between his temperatures and the surface temperatures measured by the satellite. He often
made comments about how rare a cloud-free sky was,
at least in the vicinity of oceans. A few years later he
circumnavigated the eastern half of the United States
via rivers, intercoastal waterways, and canals—a trip

of approximately 2000 miles. This voyage ended in
1990, when he was 72 years of age. Some of the segments of this voyage he sailed single-handedly, a remarkable achievement.
This biography would not be complete without
mentioning the famous cigars. Wark acquired a reputation among his colleagues for hardly ever being seen
without a well-chewed cigar, damp on one end, lit on
the other, in his hand. When computers were in their
infancy, discs were not as well sealed as they are today, and the one in Wark's office seemed to experience an inordinate frequency of failure. Finally, in
exasperation, he decided to investigate. On pulling the
disc out and examining it with a microscope, he observed a speck of cigar ash that had landed on the
disc's surface and scratched it. From that time on, although he was seldom seen without a tattered cigar,
it was never lit when he was in his office.
Wark was dedicated to his parents as well as the
field of meteorology. This dedication was demonstrated when he provided a generous donation to the
AMS to establish the Percival D. Wark and Clara B.
(Mackey) Wark Scholarship. This is an annual scholarship to be awarded to a student majoring in atmospheric or related oceanic and hydrologic sciences.
Wark is survived by his nephew, Walter Damon
Wark, and his great nephew, Christopher Hal Wark,
of Fresno, California.

V

weather observer, forecaster, and station chief. As a
result of his fervency, zeal, and hard work, he rose
through the ranks to become a master sergeant. When
the war ended, he left the military and worked for a time
as assistant vacuum tube engineer for Western Electric before beginning his formal university education.
Moyer first attended Lehigh University for two
years (1947-48), where he studied engineering physics. He then transferred to The Pennsylvania State
University, where he was awarded a B.S. degree in
meteorology in 1950 (magna cum laude), an M.S. in
1951, and Ph.D. in 1954. While at Penn State, he
served as a graduate assistant, research assistant, and
research associate, all in meteorology.
Upon completing his Ph.D., Moyer accepted a faculty position as assistant professor of meteorology at
the University of Texas in Austin. After four years
there, he joined the staff at Texas A&M University as
associate professor of meteorology. He was promoted

ance Edwards Moyer, professor emeritus and
former head of the Department of Meteorology
at Texas A&M University, died on 29 September
2003 at the age of 88. Born in Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania, on 22 November 1914, he had an amazingly
diverse and productive career.
Moyer earned a diploma of seamanship and navigation in 1936 from the Pennsylvania Maritime Academy. He served as able seaman, quartermaster, and
third mate on steamships operated by a number of compaVANCE EDWARDS
nies from 1936 to 1938. DurMOYER
ing 1939-41, he was a
1914-2003
management trainee for Sears,
Roebuck and Co., and safety
inspector and quartermaster in the U.S. Engineer Department. Drafted by the U.S. Army in 1941, he volunteered for the U.S. Army Air Corps. From 1941 to
1945 he attended military schools and served as a
AMERICAN METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY
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to professor of meteorology in 1961. Upon separation
of the Department of Oceanography and Meteorology
into two departments in 1965, Moyer was appointed
interim head for one year before being selected as the
first head of the Department of Meteorology. He
served in that capacity from 1966 to 1975, at which
time he returned to full-time teaching and research.
Moyer's research interests were focused on radar
storm detection and space meteorology, be he also did
research in weather modification, instrumentation for
Eglin Gulf Test Range, subtropical precipitation, and
determination of atmospheric structure from quantitative satellite data. He authored and coauthored papers published in the Texas Journal of Science, Texas Parade, World Book Encyclopedia, Journal of Geophysics
Research, BAMS, Advances in Geophysics, and Monthly
Weather Review. In addition, he presented numerous
papers at professional society meetings, contributed
papers to numerous conference proceedings, and prepared countless research reports for his sponsors.
While Moyer remained active in research for most
of his university career, his primary love was teaching. He taught four different courses at Penn State,
nine at the University of Texas, and twelve at Texas
A8cM. These courses ranged in scope from introductory to graduate-level meteorology. At Texas A&M,
his courses were well attended, thought provoking,
and evaluated as "outstanding" by many of his students. His lectures were often punctuated by stories
relating to his various early activities. As a faculty
member and administrator at Texas A&M, he was called
upon to serve on numerous committees and councils,
both for the university and the state of Texas. He also
served on and chaired many graduate committees and
was graduate student advisor from 1973 to 1980.

Moyer was a member of the AMS, American Geophysical Union, American Association for the Advancement of Science, American Association of University Professors, and several honor societies. In
recognition of his achievements in meteorology, he
received a number of honors and awards, including
Who's Who in America, American Men and Women
of Science, Leaders of American Science, Personalities of the South, and the Texas A&M Civilian Student Council Award for Distinguished Faculty-Student Relations. In addition, he served on the AMS
Board of Meteorological Education in Schools during 1962-69, and three times served as president of
AMS chapters in Texas between 1956-1968.
In addition to his professional accomplishments,
Moyer was active in community affairs. He was an ordained deacon and elder in the Presbyterian Church,
scoutmaster, troop councilman, and merit badge examiner in the Boy Scouts of America, and member
of Rotary International. From 1958-1980, he served
as chairman of the Tornado Warning and Meteorological Division of the Brazos County Civil Defense
Organization. He always conducted himself as a
gentleman and gained much respect from his colleagues for his upright conduct and integrity. He was
a good man.
Vance is survived by his wife of 50 years, Barbara
Robb Moyer of Bryan, Texas; daughter Marsha Moyer
of Austin, Texas; and son Timothy, and daughter-inlaw Yvette, and two grandchildren, all of Piano, Texas.
From the time he retired in 1980 until his death,
Moyer's interests in meteorology never waned, but his
primary focus was on family, friends, church, and
community.

H

numerical weather analysis and prediction processes
into modern weather service operations. Bedient's
combined service in the USAF Air Weather Service
and the NOAA National Weather Service totaled
more than 41 years.
Bedient was born in Ithaca, New York, the eldest
son of Harold Arthur Bedient Sr. and Florence
Whitmer Bedient, on 8 May 1919. He spent the first
six years of his life in China as the son of Methodist
missionary parents. He graduated with honors from
Park College in Parkville, Missouri, in June 1941. He
enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps in November of

arold Arthur Bedient Jr., 84, passed from this life
at the Maine Veteran's Home in South Paris,
Maine, on 3 November 2003. Art had suffered
with Alzheimer's disease for many years. He was regarded as a world authority and leader in applying
computers to problems in me° l ° g y a n d communications. Bedient was one of the
true pioneers in the field of meteorology. He played a leading
role in joining science, engineering, and technology together and helped put

HAROLD ARTHUR
BEDIENT JR
1919 2003
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that year and was stationed in Fort Riley, Kansas,
when Pearl Harbor was attacked. After completing
flight training, he was sent overseas for duty as a
fighter pilot with the 14th Air Force in the ChinaBurma-India Theater of operations.
He would return to China as a member of the 76th
Fighter Squadron, a descendant of the famed Flying
Tigers. He became a command pilot and served as an
aircraft engineering officer and squadron commander.
For his service during Word War II, he was awarded
the Air Medal, Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf
Cluster, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with two
Bronze Stars, and several other awards and decorations.
He left the service as a captain in 1946 and then
attended the University of Chicago. After receiving a
masters degree in meteorology from that institution,
Bedient reentered the air force in 1949 and was assigned to the Air Weather Service (AWS) in Washington, D.C. He was subsequently assigned to Germany, where he served during the period of the Berlin
Airlift. In 1953, he was selected to represent the air
force as a member of a combined project for the study
and application of large-scale computers to weather
analysis and forecasting. In preparation for that assignment, Bedient was sent from Germany to the Institute for Meteorology in Stockholm, Sweden, to take
graduate studies. He was among the first members
assigned to the Joint Numerical Weather Prediction
Unit (JNWPU), a groundbreaking cooperative venture
of the air force, navy, and the U.S. Weather Bureau.
Bedient made fundamental contributions to the
success of JNWPU, which has lead to the development
of the automated global weather analysis and forecasting system we know today. He was also responsible
for the development of programs for the automated
decoding and reformatting of weather observations
received from all over the world, and for computergenerated contoured weather maps. From 1957 to
1961, he served as chief of the Computation Branch
at the National Meteorological Center (NMC), now
known as NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP).
In 1962, Bedient was assigned to the USAF Kunia
Forecast Center in Hawaii, where he served until his
retirement from the air force as a lieutenant colonel in
1965. After retirement, Bedient returned to NMC as the
chief of the Automation Division (now NCEP's Central Operations). There he continued much of the work
he had started at NMC while a military member there,
instituting many new systems and computer upgrades.
He played a fundamental role in the development and
AMERICAN METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY

implementation (in 1968) of
the World Meteorological
Organization's
World
Weather Watch (WWW).
NMC had been designated as
one of three World Meteorological Centers of the WWW,
and under Bedient's leadership, communication network interfaces were established with many countries
around the world, which Harold Arthur Bedient Jr.
vastly improved the flow of
weather data worldwide.
When Bedient retired from NMC in 1983, he was
affectionately known as the "father of weather automation," and his expertise and leadership had taken him
to major weather centers worldwide. He received several awards for his civilian service, including the Department of Commerce Gold and Silver Medals and a special AMS award for "Outstanding Contribution to the
Advancement of Applied Meteorology." Bedient is also
listed in Who's Who in Aviation for his work as a designer for automated flight planning systems. His pioneering work in projecting meteorological data onto
maps led to the "bedient" as a unit of measurement.
Art was active in his church and also sang in the
Washington, D.C., National Cathedral Choral Society for more than 15 years. He loved sailing, hiking,
reading, and "lively conversations." His wife of 35
years, Margaret Mason Bedient, died in 1977. Art is
survived by his second wife (of 25 years), Thelma, five
children, four stepchildren, fourteen grandchildren,
and one great grandchild.
There is a rich trove of Art Bedient stories, usually
beginning with the words: "Speaking of incredible
events, do you remember when A r t . . E a c h of us who
were honored to know him and were challenged by
working with him has a favorite tale. The topics of the
stories reflect the broad scope of Art's interests and
knowledge, his insatiable curiosity, his unmatched work
ethic, and his flair for the unexpected. Art will live in
our memories as these stories are told and retold.
His many friends and coworkers will remember
Art Bedient as a man of great character and intellect,
a man of compassion and understanding, an inspired
and inspiring leader, and an impressive man who was
never impressed with himself. And there are those
who believe that a giant walked among us.
—JAMES G . HOWCROFT, WITH MATERIALS FROM T .
BEDIENT, J. NEILON, S. Y O U N G - W I C K AND F . SHUMAN
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