LETTER FROM HEADQUARTERS

G R E A T F E E D B A C K FROM T H E MEMBER SURVEY

T

his past summer, the AMS solicited input from
the membership through an online survey. Unlike
some prior surveys, this survey asked only a few
quantitative questions (providing opportunities for
overall ranking of major AMS programs) combined
with many open-ended questions. Honestly, we were
not quite sure what response we .would get to this
approach, but we were hoping that a reasonably large
fraction of the membership would take the time to
provide input on what the Society is doing well and
what it needs to be doing better. I think we can declare the survey a great success, with more than 800
members completing surveys, providing hundreds
of narrative responses covering the breadth of AMS
activities.

I would like to use this month's column to highlight my impressions of the survey responses—fully
acknowledging that it is impossible for me to be completely objective in doing so. (An article providing a
more complete analysis is expected to be published
in a future issue.) The AMS Council is reviewing the
survey results in full and will use this feedback from
the membership as it continues to guide AMS programs and initiatives into the future. Given the tough
economic times we have been working through and
the need to set careful priorities for our constrained
resources, having direct input from a broad cross
section of the membership at this time is especially
valuable.
The survey reinforced the message that our members view AMS publications and meetings as among
the most important activities of the Society. The high
quality and international stature of the AMS journals
was noted by many, as was the value of our scientific
conferences in both the Annual Meeting and the more
focused specialty meetings. There were, however, also
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a number of concerns. The most common for the
publications program was the length of time required
to have a paper published, but several members also
noted the value of the Early Online Release, which
makes a citable version of the paper available online
immediately after acceptance. For meetings, the cost
was a commonly mentioned concern, especially in
this period of tight budgets and the resulting limited
travel support.
I was struck not only by the extremely positive
feedback regarding both the Education Program
and the Policy Program from those who indicated
they were familiar with them, but also by how many
respondents indicated they simply did not know very
much about either of these Society programs. It is
clear that we must do a better job of informing the
membership of the truly outstanding work being done
by the Society in precollege and introductory college
education and in the application of our sciences to
the policy issues facing the nation. Several used their
comments on the Policy Program to express their
views on political advocacy by the Society, with some
feeling that the AMS did too much advocacy and others not enough.
Members offered praise, criticism, and constructive suggestions on a whole host of other Society
programs and initiatives—far too much to summarize in this short column. Many respondents asked
for someone to contact them directly for further
discussion. I did so, and had many extensive phone
conversations and e-mail exchanges with members
w h o expanded on their survey response. I truly
enjoyed having these additional conversations, and I
have provided the additional input from the e-mail
exchanges and phone calls to the Council with the
rest of the survey data.

o c t o b e r 2009

BAFft I 1563

Unauthenticated | Downloaded 01/09/23 01:34 AM UTC

On behalf of the AMS Council and the staff of
the Society, I want to thank all of you who took the
time to provide your thoughts on ways to improve
the AMS. We have already begun using this input to
improve our programs and services, but there will
certainly be much more of that to come. While the
survey represented a focused call for input, please
know that your feedback and suggestions are always
welcome and that I would very much like to hear
from you. Feel free to call (617-227-2426, ext. 220)

or e-mail (kseitter@ometsoc.org) me if you have any
issues regarding the Society that you would like to
discuss.

KEITH L. SEITTER, C C M
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

ABOUT OUR MEMBERS
A. Fred Spilhaus, recently retired executive director of the American Geophysical Union and one of
only eight Council of Scientific Society Executives
(CESSE) Leadership Award recipients, was honored
in Orlando at the CESSE annual meeting with the
renaming of the award to the A. Fred Spilhaus Leadership Award.
Spilhaus was n o m i n a t e d by a chief executive
officer CESSE m e m b e r and was distinguished for
excellence in m a n a g e m e n t of the scientific a n d /
or engineering societies, as well as for outstanding
contributions to CESSE.
Spilhaus, a member of CESSE since 1970 and its
president in 1980-81, paved the way for many of his
association industry colleagues as an active CESSE

member, as a driving force in the establishment of the
Certified Meeting Professional Certification (CMP),
and as president of the Convention Liaison Council,
or CLC (now k n o w n as the Convention I n d u s t r y
Council).
T h e C o u n c i l of E n g i n e e r i n g a n d S c i e n t i f i c
Society Executives, i n c o r p o r a t e d in 1977, is an
informal, not-for-profit international organization
of chief executive officers and mid-to-senior level
staff m e m b e r s of 175 scientific a n d e n g i n e e r i n g
societies. CESSE offers its m e m b e r s a f o r u m for
e x c h a n g i n g i n f o r m a t i o n about their experiences
a n d a v e n u e for a d d r e s s i n g t h e p r o b l e m s , challenges, a n d o p p o r t u n i t i e s they face in o p e r a t i n g
their societies.

PUBLICATIONS
T h e N e w A M S Journal, Weather, Climate, and Society
The advent of Weather, Climate, and Society, the quarterly journal launched earlier this month, signals a major change
in the way that scientists think about the interactions of weather and climate with society. This new AMS journal is
interdisciplinary, international, scientific, and policy-oriented. It is interdisciplinary because it focuses on the critically
important research problems that can no longer be examined within a single discipline or even field of science. It is
international because it recognizes that issues of weather, climate, and society are often global or regional in their
scope, as are many of the policy and managerial decisions related to these topics. At the same time, valuable research
is being conducted by scientists in many countries on a more focused scale, often at the national or subnational level,
and Weather, Climate, and Society will cover that research as well. The journal is scientific, drawing on the expertise of
leading scientists in these fields and selecting articles through the same stringent peer review process that is characteristic of all journals published by the AMS. Finally, it is oriented toward policy. The journal speaks not only to the
research interests of scientists, but also to the growing policy and information needs of a wide range of individuals
who are increasingly forced to make decisions related to weather, climate, and society that affect the lives and economic security of millions of people. AMS is proud to publish a journal that provides a home for this essential body of
research.
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45 BEACON
REAL-WORLD METEOROLOGY
A series of profiles celebrating a half-century of Certified Consulting Meteorologists
W h o : Bruce A. Egan
W h a t : Air pollution meteorologist/
environmental scientist

W h e n : CCM since 1979
W h e r e : Egan Environmental Inc., Beverly,
Massachusetts
W h y : Recognized the professional growth benefit value of accreditation and camaraderie with others working in the field of air pollution meteorology.
H o w : A f t e r Bruce had worked for several years for Environmental Research and Technology, a growing
environmental services company, he realized that broader contacts and recognition in the meteorological
community would be helpful t o his career. Upon the recommendation of a CCM colleague, he sought CCM
certification.
In His O w n W o r d s : "My undergraduate and early graduate school training was in the field of mechanical
engineering specializing in fluid mechanics, thermodynamics, and aerodynamics. My first job was to design new
experimental equipment at Harvard University's instructional laboratories in thermodynamics and fluid mechanics.
My interest in meteorological flows came later—driven first by my recreational devotion to sailing and then by my
employment with the National Committee for Fluid Dynamics Films [NCFMF], an MIT spin-off that was producing university-level educational movies with National Science Foundation funding. One of my assignments at the
NCFMF was to find historic footage of atmospheric temperature inversions relating to air pollution episodes for
movies titled Turbulence and Stratified Flows. This experience triggered an interest to better understand air pollution meteorology, a desire that ultimately inspired me to seek a doctorate at the Harvard School of Public Health's
environmental health sciences program. My thesis advisor (former AMS President James R. Mahoney) encouraged
me to cross-register at MIT for formal meteorological coursework. Upon graduating and publishing my thesis on
numerical modeling of urban air pollution transport in issues of the Journal of Applied Meteorology, I joined Environmental Research and Technology, a consulting company that Mahoney had recently cofounded. I found myself
deeply immersed in a career of air quality model development and applications.
"I then became very active in the AMS by writing a position paper on dispersion in complex terrain, and by becoming a member of the AMS Committee on Meteorological Aspects of Air Pollution. This led to a number of subsequent
associations with EPA, industry, other consultants, and model development and consulting opportunities for regulatory driven air pollution projects. Although my mainstream w o r k is in air pollution meteorology, my background in
thermodynamics drew me to w o r k on models for accidental releases of hazardous chemicals and litigation relating to
real-world accidents, and more recently to issues of greenhouse gas legislation. Having formed Egan Environmental,
Inc., 11 years ago, I now work mostly for law firms involved in litigation, other consulting companies, or university or
government groups requiring specialty services on multidisciplinary projects relating to air quality applications and
modeling guidance. Recently, I have also been consulting on the engineering and meteorological aspects of renewableenergy resource projects.
"Becoming a CCM was a critical step in my career that resulted in expanded opportunities for professional
advancement. It is an obvious step for those trained in meteorology or atmospheric sciences after a few years of
experience. I also recommend it to others who find themselves as serious practitioners in meteorologically related
work even though their initial academic focus may have been in other fields. I have had the honor of serving on the
review committees of several other CCMs and am very pleased to observe how well their careers are advancing
and their contributions to the environmental field."
For more information on the Certified Consulting Meteorologist (CCM) Program, please visit the AMS Web site at
www.ametsoc.org/amscert/index.html.
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