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ABSTRACT
Because of the interactive margin between the East Asian summer monsoon and westerly circulation,
summer rainfall in northern China (NC) exhibits high variability. By employing reanalysis data and geostationary satellite data from the Fengyun-2G (FY-2G) satellite and using the linear baroclinic model (LBM) and
Hybrid Single-Particle Lagrangian Integrated Trajectory model, this study suggests a tripole pattern in
summer rainfall over NC and the Indian subcontinent (IS) that is related to the Indian summer monsoon. The
distributions of atmospheric circulation indicate three teleconnections: one is from the IS via the Indo-China
Peninsula (ICP) and NC, enhancing the Pacific–Japan (PJ) pattern; another is from the IS via west-central
Asia and NC, arousing a Eurasian wave pattern; and the third is an IS–TP–NC pattern via the Tibetan Plateau
(TP). Those teleconnections modulate vorticity and atmospheric stability over NC. In addition, along with the
circulation distribution related to those teleconnections, two pathways of moisture transport related to the IS
rainfall are suggested, except for moisture transport via the Bay of Bengal: one is from the Indo-Pacific to NC
due to enhancing cyclones over the Indo-Pacific and a PJ-like pattern; and another is from the IS to NC via the
TP within the midtroposphere, which modulates midtroposphere moisture fluxes and atmospheric stability
over NC. Both teleconnections and moisture transport result in anomalous rainfall over NC. This study
reveals a new mechanism and pathway of the Indian summer monsoon impacting NC rainfall, possibly explaining the reason behind the high variability in NC rainfall.

1. Introduction
Rainfall in northern China (NC) is mainly concentrated during the midsummer, during July and August
(JA), and comprises more than 50% of the annual
rainfall due to moisture transport from the summer
monsoon circulation; a large amount of JA rainfall is
contributed by heavy rainfall events (Zhang et al. 2019).
JA rainfall in NC exhibits large interannual and decadal
variability; one possible reason for this variability is that
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NC is a sensitive climate zone, a marginal zone between
the East Asian summer monsoon (EASM) and westerly
circulation (Zhang et al. 2018), which causes complex
rainfall distribution. Previous studies have documented
that dry/wet variability over NC strongly depends on
whether EASM water vapor reaches NC and on the
Pacific decadal oscillation (PDO), as well as on PDOrelated sea surface temperature (SST; Qian et al. 2012;
Qian and Zhou 2014). Moreover, the position of the
western Pacific subtropical high (WPSH) determines the
major pathway of water vapor transport toward NC and
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the rainfall field in NC and Japan (Tao and Chen 1987;
Wu and Zhou 2008). In relation to the WPSH position, a
meridional Pacific–Japan (PJ) teleconnection pattern
found by Nitta (1987) also modulates EASM activity
over its marginal zone, which in turn modulates dry/wet
conditions over NC (Wang et al. 2015; Zhang et al.
2018). All of these results indicate that the EASM is
closely related to JA rainfall in NC.
Apart from the EASM, the Indian summer monsoon
(ISM) intensity exhibits strong correlations with JA
rainfall in NC and southern Japan (Kripalani and
Kulkarni 1997; Kripalani et al. 1997; Kripalani and
Kulkarni 2001; Zhang 2001; Wang et al. 2015), and the
Bay of Bengal is suggested as a key source of moisture
transport linking the ISM and NC (Tao and Chen 1987);
in addition, low pressure over the Indian subcontinent
(IS) is also regarded as a key circulation factor (Guo and
Wang 1988). Because of these linkages, some studies
have discussed circulation and rainfall uniformity between the IS and NC (Liu and Ding 2008), which highlights uncertainty in the relationship of summer rainfall
between the ISM and NC (Wang and Huang 2006).
Moreover, the ISM tends to change in phase with the
EASM (Guo et al. 2016), and El Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO) is considered a driving factor of phase
changes in the ISM (Ashok et al. 2001). Although many
efforts have been made to understand the impacts of the
EASM and ISM on JA rainfall variation over NC, the
multiscale and multipath impacts of complex circulation
are still in need of investigation. Therefore, some other
factors and mechanisms are worth discussing.
Between the IS and NC, Tibetan Plateau heating interacts with IS rainfall and the ISM, exhibiting a dipole
pattern in summer rainfall across the IS and the Tibetan
Plateau (Li and Yanai 1996; Xu et al. 2008; Zhou et al.
2016; Jiang and Ting 2017). Wu et al. (2012) reported that
the sensible heat flux over the Tibetan Plateau is conducive to driving tropical moisture northward, which affects
the position of the ISM over the IS. Summer rainfall over
the southwestern Tibetan Plateau is also controlled by
deep convection over the IS (Feng and Zhou 2012; Dong
et al. 2016). In addition, the Tibetan Plateau heating also
modulates circulation and water vapor transport over NC
(Zhang et al. 2018). The question of whether the Tibetan
Plateau rainfall and diabatic heating impact the rainfall
relationship between the IS and NC should be addressed
from an NC rainfall perspective.
Considering the high variability in NC rainfall and its
complex circulation, this study focuses on the relationship between the ISM and NC in regard to JA rainfall.
We attempt to understand the circulation relationships
between the IS and NC to find other modulation factors
impacting JA rainfall in NC.
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2. Data and methods
a. Datasets
Given that more than 50% of annual rainfall and extreme events occur in JA in NC (Zhang et al. 2019), this
study only analyzes JA rainfall characteristics and circulation. The reanalysis dataset of the interim daily data is
from the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather
Forecasts (ECMWF), with a horizontal resolution of
0.758 3 0.758 (Dee et al. 2011; http://apps.ecmwf.int/
datasets/). To analyze rainfall patterns, the Global Precipitation Climatology Centre (GPCC) monthly rainfall
dataset from global station data from 1901 to 2016 was
obtained (Becker et al. 2013), with a 18 3 18 resolution
(https://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/). To verify the results
from the GPCC, we also used a monthly rainfall dataset
from 1901 to 2016 from the Climatic Research Unit
(CRU; version 4.01, 0.58 3 0.58 grid, http://
catalogue.ceda.ac.uk/uuid/). GPCC agrees well with
observations precipitation in Asia, while CRU datasets
agree less well (Wang and Wang 2017).
The Fengyun-2G (FY-2G) stationary satellite was
launched on 31 December 2014 and was located at 1058E
on 1 July 2015. It provides five bands of measurements,
including one visible band (0.55–0.75 mm) at 1.25-km resolution, one middle infrared band (3.5–4.0 mm), two thermal infrared bands (10.3–11.3 and 11.5–12.5 mm), and one
water vapor band (6.3–7.6 mm) at a 5-km resolution.
Several atmospheric products from the FY-2G data have
been developed for weather monitoring and predictions;
for example, the atmosphere motion vector in the uppermiddle and lower troposphere can be determined, with a
speed bias of 0.48 m s21 (Yang et al. 2014). The total precipitable water vapor has been corrected and improved
due to reducing retrieval errors caused by surface emissivity uncertainties and observation errors, especially
under drier atmospheric conditions where the total precipitable water vapor is less than 2 cm (Liu et al. 2017).

b. Models and other methods
The linear baroclinic model (LBM) is used to
simulate atmospheric response to an idealized forcing of diabatic heating over the IS. The LBM has a
triangular truncation of 21 waves and a vertical resolution of 20 levels (Watanabe and Kimoto 2000).
The experiment background state is the mean JA climatology from 1979–2016, obtained from ECMWF interim reanalysis (ERA-Interim) data; the forcing center
is over 258N, 808E, with a horizontal scale of 208 longitude and 108 latitude; the vertical forcing is at 500 hPa;
the integration time for the model is set to 31 days, because simulated circulation response to forcing could
approach the steady state after the 15th day; and the
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data during days 15–30 could be used for analyzing circulation characters.
The Hybrid Single-Particle Lagrangian Integrated
Trajectory model (HYSPLIT) is a complete system for
computing simple water vapor transport and other
transport and deposition simulations (Stein et al. 2015).
The HYSPLIT trajectory is used for investigating of
water vapor trajectories, with consideration to both
forward and backward trajectory directions. The details
of the HYSPLIT trajectory model can be found on
the website https://ready.arl.noaa.gov/HYSPLIT.php.
To overcome the uncertain problems of Lagrangian
trajectory and moisture releasing as rainfall before it
arrives at the target position, Sodemann et al. (2008)
developed a method based on the Lagrangian trajectories. Hereafter, Huang et al. (2018) recently presented a
comprehensive summary of Sodemann et al. (2008) and
defined a concept ‘‘characteristic trajectory’’ for the
moisture transport from one region to the target region.
Based on those two improved methods, the study verifies that the Lagrangian trajectory could deliver moisture between those two regions.
The wave activity flux (WAF) is a useful diagnostic
method for illustrating stationary or migratory quasigeostrophic wave disturbances and for revealing where
anomaly waves are emitted, absorbed and transferred
(Takaya and Nakamura 2001), and the wave flux is
therefore defined as TNF. An empirical orthogonal
function (EOF) analysis is applied to the temporal correlation matrix of JA rainfall. A regression is used to
investigate the relationship of JA rainfall to the ISM and
anomalous circulation. A synthesis analysis is used to
examine rainy-day circulation, moisture fluxes, and
satellite data. Based on EOF analysis, two regions representing Indian precipitation and NC precipitation are
defined, namely the IS (188–328N, 668–908E) and NC
(378–448N, 1058–1208E).

3. Results
a. The tripole pattern in summertime rainfall
Figure 1a shows the first leading mode (shaded) of JA
rainfall anomaly. The mode exhibits a tripole pattern
between the IS and NC, with high negative anomaly
centers over the IS and NC and one positive anomaly
center over the eastern Tibetan Plateau. A reverse
rainfall distribution between the IS and the Tibetan
Plateau has been discussed by Jiang and Ting (2017), but
available studies on the reverse rainfall distribution
between the Tibetan Plateau and NC are limited. In
addition, rainfall over southern China and the IndoChina Peninsula (ICP) show a similar pattern as observed over NC and the IS. The ICP–NC distribution
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is also a tripole-like pattern and is potentially linked
with the PJ pattern (Nitta 1987). The above rainfall
distribution reveals that NC rainfall has potential linkages with rainfall over ICP and IS, although the variance
of EOF modes is low in our study region, which includes
different rainfall climate zones and complex circulations. The coincidental distribution of rainfall over the
IS and ICP is possibly related to the interaction between
the ISM and EASM (Guo et al. 2016). The PJ wave train
begins from the tropical western Pacific Ocean and is
related to convective heating anomalies, that is, in response to the PDO-associated warm SST anomalies
over the tropical western Pacific Ocean (Qian and Zhou
2014) and the tropical Indian Ocean (Hu et al. 2011);
therefore, the anomaly of PJ patterns could explain NC
rainfall changes and the relationship with tropical
oceans and circulations. Figure 1b shows the first leading
principal component (PC), which indicates a decadal
variability with negative anomalies before 1960 and after 2000 and positive anomalies between 1960 and 2000.
To demonstrate the multiscale rainfall variability over
the IS and NC, temporal variations of JA rainfall over
the IS and NC are shown in Fig. 1c. The central rainfall
over the IS region coincides with the ISM zone and is
highly correlated with variations in Indian summer
rainfall. Therefore, the central rainfall over the IS is
widely used to measure rainfall variations in the ISM
(Gadgil 2003), and normalized JA rainfall over the IS
region is defined as the ISM index. PC1 shows a high
correlation with ISM, with a correlation coefficient
of 20.51 (Fig. 1b). Using the ensemble empirical mode
decomposition (EEMD) method (Wu and Huang 2009),
the multiscale variations of rainfall over the IS and NC
are investigated. Both JA rainfall variations over the IS
and NC are significantly correlated on an interannual
scale with a 2- to 3-yr period (Fig. 1c, panel 1), on an
interdecadal scale with a 5- to 7.1-yr period (Fig. 1c,
panel 3), and on a multidecadal scale with more than a
10-yr period (Fig. 1c, panel 4), but the relationship of the
interannual scale with a 3.1-yr period (Fig. 1c, panel 2) is
weak; the best relationship is on the interdecadal scale,
indicating multiscale rainfall relationships between the
IS and NC. The correlation between the IS and NC at
interannual and interdecadal scales could be explained
by IS–tropical Pacific–ICP–NC relationship. The relationship at the multidecadal scale could be explained
by an SST pattern in the Indian and Pacific Oceans
with a PDO phase change (Qian and Zhou 2014), which
induces the PJ pattern linking NC rainfall, through a
Kelvin wave response to ISM-related convective heating, and the conduction of an anticyclone over the
Philippine Sea and a cyclone ICP, which contributes PJ
patterns and NC rainfall at the interannual time scale
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FIG. 1. (a) The first leading mode of the JA rainfall EOF (shaded) and (b) the related first
principal component from the GPCC, and (c) JA rainfall series over the IS and NC regions on
different time scales. One asterisk (*) represents a 95% confidence level, and two asterisks
(**) represent a 99% confidence level. Rectangles are study regions including IS, NC, and TP.

(Wu et al. 2009); however, increases of ISM-related
convective heating over the Indian Ocean induce local
Hadley circulation and cause anomalous subsidence
near the Philippines, further impacting PJ patterns and
NC rainfall at the interdecadal time scale (Hu 1997). A
previous study has indicated that this dissimilarity at the
3.1-yr scale is possibly related to the ENSO (Ashok et al.
2001), and another key reason for this dissimilarity is
that the IS rainfall is impacted by the ISM; however, NC
rainfall is impacted not only by the ISM but also by the
westerly and the EASM (Kripalani and Kulkarni 2001).
In all, apart from PDO effects, the above analysis

indicates the main relationship between the ISM and
NC at interannual and interdecadal time scales.
To further exhibit the JA rainfall relations between
NC and the IS at the interannual and interdecadal time
scales, a regression of JA rainfall in relation to the ISM
index and a regression with the multidecadal movement
are shown in Fig. 2. The figure indicates two significant
tripole patterns: the first is the IS–NC pattern via the
Tibetan Plateau, which is similar to the first pattern of
the EOF analysis for JA rainfall. The second is the
ICP–NC pattern linking southern China and NC, which
is similar to a westward-extending PJ pattern. Both
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FIG. 2. JA rainfall regression to the ISM index from (a) the GPCC dataset and (b) the CRU dataset, as well as
interannual and interdecadal JA rainfall regression to the interannual and interdecadal ISM indexes from (c) the
GPCC dataset and (d) the CRU dataset. The dots represent the 95% confidence level.

patterns from the two datasets are similar, indicating
that they may be related to JA rainfall over NC and that
multipath circulation impacts NC rainfall. Additionally,
JA rainfall distributions over the IS and the ICP are
highly correlated, which means that the ISM and EASM
interactions are impacted by other circulation patterns
and forces. In addition, a similar trend between the IS
and NC is possibly related to the PJ-like pattern. Although the ICP–NC pattern and the related EASM are
dominant factors impacting NC rainfall (Kripalani and
Kulkarni 2001; Hsu and Lin 2007) and the ISM impacts
NC rainfall by moisture transport across the Bay of
Bengal (Tao and Chen 1987), the IS–NC tripole pattern
results in a new pathway that could modulate NC rainfall. We explore how the IS–NC tripole pattern impacts
NC rainfall in the next section.

b. The relationships between circulation and the
tripole patterns of rainfall
To explain the linkage between NC rainfall and the
IS–NC tripole pattern, the circulation character is investigated. Given that the tripole pattern links NC, the
Tibetan Plateau, and the IS, rainfall and circulation in
these regions are closely related to the summer monsoon, diabetic heating of the Tibetan Plateau, and the
ISM, which exhibit quasi-biweekly and other scale
oscillations (Li et al. 2011) and which could contribute to

monthly and interannual variation of JA rainfall. Based
on this information, the 10-day mean circulation in JA is
investigated to highlight circulation patterns related to
the rainfall’s tripole pattern. Figure 3a shows the first
leading mode of the 10-day vorticity in JA (shaded), and
the vorticity mode exhibits a tripole pattern between the
IS and NC. The figure also shows a highly negative
anomaly centered over the IS and NC and a positive
anomaly centered over the eastern Tibetan Plateau. The
reverse vorticity distribution between the IS and the
Tibetan Plateau is in accordance with the rainfall pattern (Jiang and Ting 2017). The tripole pattern of the
vorticity over southern China and NC is similar to the PJ
rainfall patterns shown in Fig. 1. Figure 3b shows the
leading PC, and its monthly mean value is positively
correlated with the IS monsoon index with a correlation
coefficient of 0.37, as tested by the Monte Carlo method.
This indicates the interannual and interdecadal variability and explains the tripole rainfall pattern.
To further demonstrate how the circulation distribution corresponds to the JA vorticity pattern, an anomalous circulation regression is shown in Fig. 4a. The
figure indicates two significant tripole patterns linking
NC climate and the vorticity patterns in Fig. 3 and
rainfall patterns in Fig. 1. One of these tripole patterns is
the IS–NC pattern via the Tibetan Plateau; the other is
the ICP–NC pattern. The results indicate that the
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FIG. 3. (a) The first leading mode of the 10-day vorticity EOF (shaded) and (b) the related first
principal component (PC1), and a 6-point (1 yr) running mean PC1 (black line).

circulation anomalies over NC link to two
teleconnection-like patterns, which are the primary
reasons why there are two tripole patterns and a coincident variety of circulation and rainfall over NC, IS,
and ICP. Because decadal trends are not removed, the
regression also includes the PDO effect. The study also
conducts a regression with removing decadal trends, and
the spatial distribution of circulation is similar to Fig. 4a,
which indicates that two patterns also occur at the interannual and interdecadal time scale.
To demonstrate the role of these teleconnection-like
patterns, wave motion flux was regressed to the first
leading PC of the vortex (Fig. 4b). In addition to significant zonal wave motion flux over the midlatitudes,
three branches of meridional wave motion fluxes are
clear. One branch shows that the primary distribution of
the wave motion flux is from the ICP to NC, exhibiting
ICP–NC (see green arrow) and PJ-like patterns; another
branch is weaker, along the IS–NC pattern (see red
arrow). Both branches of wave motion flux show that
wave energy could be transported along the IS–NC and
the ICP–NC teleconnections, contributing kinetic energy and circulation configuration. The wave motion

flux from the IS toward the northwest of the Tibetan
Plateau is also suggested by Huang et al. (2015a,b). In
addition, zonal wave motion flux over the midlatitudes
spans from the IS and the Arabian Sea and via an
energy-sinking region over west-central Asia toward
East Asia, which could enhance circulation over western
and central Asia that modulates the midlatitude Silk
Road wave train (Ding and Wang 2005; Yang et al. 2009)
and further modulates circulation over NC and Japan
(Krishnan and Sugi 2001; Zhang et al. 2018); therefore, it
is possible that through the third teleconnection
pattern, a circulation anomaly over the IS could also
impact NC circulation. The wave motion flux distribution (Fig. 4b) is similar to the regression of the rainfall
PC (figure omitted). In all, the tripole rainfall pattern is
related to the tripole circulation and the wave energy
transportation of teleconnections, indicating the impact
of the multipath circulations on NC rainfall.

c. The relationship between the moisture flux and
teleconnection patterns in August 2016
Given the multiscale rainfall relations between
the IS and NC, and the circulation uncertainties of
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FIG. 4. (a) Anomaly geopotential height (shaded; gpm) and flow field (velocity) regression
to the 10-day vortex PC1 and (b) wave motion flux regression to the 10-day vortex PC1 in JA.
The dots represent the 95% confidence level, and the red, blue, and green arrows represent
TNF directions.

reanalysis datasets around the Tibetan Plateau (Zhu
et al. 2012), we mainly focus on interannual relationships of circulation in this study to contrast the reanalysis results with satellite results. To further explore
how the IS–NC tripole pattern modulates NC rainfall,
we analyzed circulation, moisture flux, and moisture flux
divergence from 15 to 25 August 2016. The reason to
select this period is that analysis excludes two events in
August with tropical cyclones and typhoons, which have
leaded to heavy rainfall in NC; in addition, Chinese
forecasters failed to forecast the heavy rainfall events
from 10 to 25 August 2016, including two selected heavy
rainfall cases from 15 to 25 August. The synthetic
analysis of geopotential heights and wind velocities at
500 hPa (Fig. 5a) indicates that there are two teleconnection patterns. The first pattern is an IS–NC tripole
pattern, with a cyclone over the IS and a trough over NC,
but with an anticyclone anomaly over the eastern
Tibetan Plateau to the subtropical western Pacific. This
pattern coincides with rainfall patterns over NC and the
IS, revealing a teleconnection pattern. The wind velocity

at 500 hPa indicates a direct relationship between the IS
and NC climate via the Tibetan Plateau. The second
teleconnection pattern is the ICP–NC tripole pattern,
which exhibits a cyclone over the ICP to the western
Pacific and a trough over NC, but with an anticyclone
along the Yangtze River. Contrasting circulation patterns over the IS and ICP indicate that the cyclones over
the two regions are not only isolated but also connected
by the west-extending WPSH (Fig. 5a). Easterlies on the
southern side of the WPSH are conducive to moisture
transport, and a cyclone over the ICP and western Pacific propagating toward the IS enhances the cyclone
anomaly over the IS and the northward flow via the
Tibetan Plateau toward NC.
These teleconnection patterns only show the circulation relationships between the IS and NC. To further
reveal the relationships between rainfall and teleconnection patterns, moisture flux and moisture flux
divergence from the surface to 600 hPa (Fig. 5b) and
from 600 to 300 hPa (Fig. 5c) are used to reflect moisture
distribution in the lower troposphere and above the
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FIG. 5. (a) Climatological geopotential heights (gpm) and wind velocities (m s21) at
500 hPa, and moisture flux (kg m21 s21) and moisture flux divergence (1025 kg m22 s21)
(b) from the surface to 600 hPa and (c) from 600 to 300 hPa from 15 to 25 Aug 2016. Letters A
and C indicate anticyclone and cyclone, respectively. Red and green arrows are as in Fig. 4.

height of the Tibetan Plateau. Moisture divergence also
indicates the convergence over the IS, NC, and ICP,
corresponding to rainfall over these three regions
(Figs. 1 and 2). Figure 5 indicates that the ICP–NC
pattern is very deep because it appears from the surface
to the upper-middle troposphere, and it causes a significant moisture flux over NC. The moisture flux is also

isolated over the IS and ICP, and moisture transportation extends westward from the ICP and western
Pacific to the IS, which is similar to the results shown in
Fig. 5a. Because of the high altitude of the Tibetan
Plateau, with an average height of 4000 m, the moisture
flux from the IS region could be concentrated in the
upper-middle troposphere. Although there is a decrease
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in the moisture flux along the IS–NC path, it is still an
important consideration for NC rainfall because it could
modulate the midtroposphere moisture and atmospheric stability. These results indicate that ICP–NC
circulation pattern contributes major moisture fluxes to
NC; in addition, the IS–NC circulation teleconnection
could contribute to the midtroposphere moisture flux to
NC and should be a significant contributor to NC rainfall
because it could modulate moisture distribution and
atmospheric stability. However, a quantitative evaluation of the IS–NC tripole pattern and teleconnection is
still necessary to confirm these results.

d. Teleconnection patterns and water vapor
distribution from the FY-2G satellite
As discussion above, the teleconnection explains the
IS–NC tripole pattern and the related moisture flux over
NC. However, due to high topography and complex land
surfaces, the reanalysis datasets and simulations exhibit
high uncertainty, especially over the Tibetan Plateau
(Zhu et al. 2012). To further demonstrate the impacts of
the IS–NC tripole pattern and teleconnection on NC
rainfall, we employ products from the Chinese geostationary satellite FY-2G to explore the moisture flux and
water vapor content throughout the upper-middle troposphere. Figure 6 shows the distribution of atmospheric motion vectors using the infrared water vapor
band (IR3) from the FY-2G satellite and upper-middle
tropospheric humidity (Fig. 6a), total precipitable
water vapor (Fig. 6b), and outgoing longwave radiation
(Fig. 6c).
Atmospheric motion vectors from the infrared water
vapor band indicate westward cloud propagation from
the ICP to the IS, which is similar to the circulation and
moisture flux motions discussed in Fig. 5. In addition to
the IS–NC tripole pattern and teleconnection, there are
significant moisture movements toward NC over the
Tibetan Plateau that are similar to the circulation patterns and moisture fluxes mentioned previously, but the
motion velocity is larger than that calculated from the
reanalysis data. This result not only exhibits the uncertainties in the reanalysis, but it also indicates that
moisture and clouds in the upper-middle troposphere
could be transported along the IS–NC teleconnection,
and their contribution to NC rainfall exceeds our expectations and reanalysis results. Moisture motion along
the ICP–NC pathway is weaker than it is along the
IS–NC pathway. One possible reason is that the infrared
band of the satellite is unable to obtain moisture information in the lower troposphere. Another possible
reason is that the ICP–NC pattern throughout the
upper-middle troposphere is weak. Overall, atmospheric
motion vectors could indicate IS–NC and ICP–NC

FIG. 6. (a) Distribution of atmospheric motion vectors from IR3
(m s21) and upper-middle tropospheric humidity (%), (b) total
precipitable water vapor (mm), and (c) outgoing longwave radiation (W m22) from 15–25 Aug 2016 from the FY-2G satellite.
Letters A and C indicate anticyclone and cyclone, respectively.
Red and green arrows are as in Fig. 4.

teleconnections, with the moisture transport from the
ICP to the IS. These results are consistent with those
depicted in Fig. 5. Upper-middle tropospheric humidity
indicates that large amounts of humidity are concentrated between 508 and 1208E over the tropics, but between 708 and 1208E over other Asian regions. The most
significant region is along 1058E from the ICP to NC,
which is possibly related to the ICP–NC pattern and
moisture flux from the Bay of Bengal. The secondary
center is along the IS–NC pathway, which implies that a
moisture flux exists over the Tibetan Plateau.
To further show the importance and concentration of
the moisture flux along these two teleconnection pathways, especially the moisture flux along the IS–NC
pathway, total precipitable water vapor and outgoing
longwave radiation are analyzed. Similarly, the uppermiddle tropospheric humidity and total precipitable
water vapor are largely distributed along the ICP–NC
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pathway and exhibit a secondary region along the
IS–NC pathway from the IS to the north of the Bay of
Bengal. The average moisture flux is as high as 70% of
that seen along the ICP–NC regions, and due to high
moisture content and precipitable water vapor, this result indicates that the IS–NC is a new pathway for
moisture transport over NC. Given the limitations of the
reanalysis data, this pathway had not been discovered
prior to this study.
Outgoing longwave radiation is one of the most important components in the global energy balance of the
Earth–atmosphere system and is determined mainly by
emission temperatures. Because it can exhibit cloud top
temperatures under a cloud-covered sky, outgoing
longwave radiation is used to compare cloud cover,
radiation and convection characteristics. Figure 6c
indicates that outgoing longwave radiation exhibits
low values along the ICP–NC due to high cloud cover in
response to rich moisture fluxes and moisture convergence conditions. The region from the IS to the Tibetan
Plateau is a secondary radiation region, with low outgoing longwave radiation and relatively high cloud
cover. However, the longwave radiation is slightly
higher over the central Tibetan Plateau, which is different from the distribution of precipitable water vapor
and upper-middle tropospheric humidity because it is
related to high surface temperatures.
Results from the satellite data indicate that the IS–NC
tripole pattern for JA rainfall is related to the teleconnection and moisture flux along the IS–NC, but its
contribution to NC rainfall is related to ICP–NC and
moisture fluxes across the Bay of Bengal. The teleconnection links cyclones over the IS and anticyclones over
the Tibetan Plateau and exhibits a trough over NC.
Thus, the teleconnection clearly corresponds to those
circulation variations, especially for the anticyclone that
exhibits a westward-extending WPSH anomaly. This
teleconnection not only leads to the westward transportation of moisture fluxes and cyclones from the ICP
to the IS but is also responsible for northward moisture
transportation from the IS via the Tibetan Plateau toward NC. Therefore, WPSH is a possible factor driving
the IS–NC teleconnection and tripole pattern. In addition, the IS cyclone is also an important factor. Why the
WPSH exhibits a westward-extending anomaly and
what causes the IS cyclone variations are important
questions for understanding the IS–NC teleconnection,
and these issues will be discussed in the next study.
Figure 7 shows an animation of the atmospheric motion vectors from the infrared water vapor band and
upper-middle tropospheric humidity for eight consecutive days (17–24 August 2016) within 15–25 August, as
the period includes two heavy rain events in NC that
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were not influenced by tropical systems including
typhoons, and those cases could exhibit the contributions
of teleconnections and moisture transport pathways.
Upper-middle tropospheric humidity indicates that the
significant region is along 1058E from the ICP to NC
and that it is the most significant moisture transport,
relating to EASM circulation and a JP-like pattern. In
addition, Fig. 7 also indicates consecutive moisture
transport along the IS–NC with a secondary center, and
there is significant moisture transport over the Tibetan
Plateau toward NC with an anticyclonic trend, similar
to the circulation and moisture fluxes mentioned previously. The results demonstrate two branches of significant moisture transport toward NC, especially
moisture transport via the Tibetan Plateau. In addition,
the moisture transport also shows a westward movement of moisture from the ICP to the IS along the
westerly on the south side of the WPSH and along the
north Indian Ocean; the eastward moisture moves from
the IS to the ICP along southwesterly of crossequatorial flows, indicating their interaction.

e. Linking the tripole patterns and teleconnections to
NC rainfall
Using the backward trajectory simulation of the
HYSPLIT model (Fig. 8, right panel), NC water vapor
was investigated at 0000 UTC within 10 days, 15–
25 August 2016, and the cases include 131 792 air particles. The results show three branches of water vapor
pathways: the first pathway comes from the southern
and western Pacific and is mainly transported by EASM
circulation, linking to a PJ pattern and the WPSH (Tao
and Chen 1987; Kripalani et al. 2001); it is generally the
major pathway of moisture transport, but it is weak
during our selected period. The second pathway is along
the westerly in the midlatitudes (Zhang et al. 2018), and
the third pathway is via the Tibetan Plateau and the IS.
To confirm the third pathway, we conducted a forward
trajectory simulation of the HYSPLIT model, and the
cases included 120 441 air particles. By defining a water
vapor source over the northwest IS (Fig. 8, left panel),
water vapor is transferred in two directions: one branch
is southward and westward, and the other branch is
northward, via the Tibetan Plateau and toward NC. This
pathway agrees with the backward trajectories of water
vapor over NC, which further confirms a moisture
transport from the IS toward NC. The distribution
height of water vapor included mid- to upper levels and
lower levels to NC, and the water vapor from the IS
toward NC is from the mid- to upper levels, as it reaches
400 hPa over the Tibetan Plateau. However, more than
half of water vapor could reach the middle and lower
levels over NC, with decreasing altitude, which is in the
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FIG. 7. Animated distribution of atmospheric motion vectors during eight consecutive days (within the period 15–
25 Aug 2016) from IR3 (m s21) and upper-middle tropospheric humidity (%) from the FY-2G satellite. Letters A
and C indicate anticyclone and cyclone, respectively. Red and green arrows are as in Fig. 4.

ascending motion and efficient level of rainfall. Therefore, it encourages rainfall. How this mid- to upper-level
water vapor contributes to NC rainfall requires further
evaluation.
The two basic conditions of moisture flux and ascending vertical motion for moisture convergence and
rainfall are investigated by using specific humidity and
vertical velocity, respectively (Fig. 9), to understand the
contribution of the IS–NC teleconnection and circulation to NC rainfall. Vertical distribution of vertical
velocity along a meridional profile (1108–1158E) over
NC shows that although the mean vertical velocity is
larger than zero above 400 hPa (Fig. 9a), it is still less
than zero from the surface to 400 hPa for many cases.

This result denotes a significant vertical motion that
could lead to rainfall if there is enough water vapor. The
vertical distribution of a specific humidity along the
western profile (358–458N, 958–968E; Fig. 9b) exhibits a
specific humidity larger than 5 g kg21 from the surface to
600 hPa, and it mainly includes water vapor along the
IS–NC, which in combination with the vertical velocity
and specific humidity could lead to significant rainfall
(Li et al. 2012). To compare the different contributions
of the IS–NC pattern and the EASM from the western
and tropical Pacific, the vertical distribution of vertical
velocity (Fig. 9c) and specific humidity (Fig. 9d) along a
zonal profile (1008–1258E) over the southern side of NC
is investigated. The mean vertical velocity over the
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FIG. 8. (right) The source of water vapor over NC at 0000 UTC over 10 days (15–25 Aug 2016) obtained from
backward trajectories and (left) the forward moisture transport over IS obtained from forward trajectories from the
HYSPLIT model.

southern side is larger than that over the western profile,
and the ascending motion reached 600 hPa, but the
variability and maximum of ascending motion depth are
less than those along the meridional profile over NC.
The vertical distribution of specific humidity is larger
than that along the meridional distribution below
700 hPa but is less than that from 700 to 500 hPa. The
results indicate that EASM from the southern part of
NC mainly contributes lower-middle moisture to NC;
however, the IS–NC pathway mainly contributes uppermiddle moisture. Due to a deep ascending motion over
NC, moisture transport along the IS–NC pathway could
be a partial contributor to NC rainfall. In addition,
IS–NC teleconnection could modulate circulation, humidity, and vertical motion over NC, which further
modulates NC rainfall.

f. The mechanism of the Indian monsoon effect on the
tripole pattern
The tripole pattern of rainfall and circulation corresponds to the IS–NC teleconnection. Therefore, related

circulation systems are important for tripole patterns.
The IS–NC tripole pattern is closely related to the IS
cyclone. In this section, we simulated the IS cyclone and
rainfall anomaly by strengthening diabatic heating over
the IS. The LBM is used to simulate the atmospheric
response to an idealized forcing of condensation diabatic
heating. The background data are the JA means from
1979 to 2017 from ERA-Interim. The 4-day circulation
evolution within 16 days is investigated because atmospheric response reaches equilibrium by the 16th day.
Figure 10 shows the geopotential height and wind
velocity anomaly every four days. A cyclone anomaly
forms over the IS, which gradually progresses circulation
anomalies toward the northeast, and an anticyclone
anomaly appears over the eastern Tibetan Plateau,
which gradually amplifies toward northwest China.
Finally, a negative–positive–negative (212) IS–NC
pattern appears on the eighth day, with a cyclone
anomaly over the IS and NC and an anticyclone anomaly over the eastern Tibetan Plateau, which agrees
with the above diagnostic analysis on the climate and

Unauthenticated | Downloaded 01/09/23 10:29 PM UTC

15 JUNE 2019

3649

ZHANG ET AL.

FIG. 9. (a) Vertical distribution of the vertical velocity along the meridional profile (1108–1158E) over NC,
(b) specific humidity along the western profile (358–458N, 958–968E), (c) vertical distribution of vertical velocity, and
(d) specific humidity along the zonal profile (1008–1258E) over the southern side of NC over 10 days (15–25
Aug 2016).

weather scale. The simulation reveals that a circulation
anomaly over the IS could contribute to the IS–NC
teleconnection, which contributes to an increase in ascending motion over NC and the tripole rainfall pattern.
Other circulation patterns, such as the anticyclone

anomaly over the eastern Tibetan Plateau, are also significant and should be addressed. With circulation
evolution, a 212 pattern from west-central Asia to NC
is clear, indicating another teleconnection linking with
IS cyclone. In addition, a cyclone over the Indo-Pacific is
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FIG. 10. Animated distribution of anomalous geopotential height and wind field evolution within 16 consecutive
days of forcing with diabatic heating over the IS (center: 258N, 808E, horizontal scale: 208E 3 108N).

enhanced, which could enhance the 212 PJ like pattern and thus form an IS–ICP–NC teleconnection.

4. Summary and discussion
Because of the interactive margin between the EASM
and westerly, summer rainfall in northern China exhibits
high variability. New mechanisms impacting summer
rainfall variations in northern China are investigated.
Based on the high correlation of JA rainfall over the
Indian subcontinent and northern China, this study investigates JA rainfall patterns and suggests a tripole
pattern of the rainfall. By analyzing geostationary

satellite data from the FY-2G satellite and reanalysis
data, we highlight that the distributions of circulation
and vorticity indicate three teleconnections (see
Fig. 11). The IS–ICP–NC teleconnection is suggested to
be a significant pattern, and ISM-related convective
heating enhances a PJ-like pattern through a Kelvin
wave response and local Hadley circulation over the
west Pacific at interannual and interdecadal time scales
(Hu 1997; Wu et al. 2009). The IS–NC teleconnection
links JA cyclones over the IS, troughs over NC, and
anticyclones over the eastern Tibetan Plateau that could
modulate summer rainfall over northern China. By
comparing moisture fluxes and vertical velocities over

FIG. 11. Teleconnection (green arrow) and water vapor transport (blue arrow) in the midtroposphere (500 hPa) and the relations to NC precipitation, as well as the linkage of IS and ICP
circulation (pink arrow). The letters A and C indicate anticyclone and cyclone, respectively.
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the western and southern profiles of NC, it is revealed
that the IS–NC circulation could lead to mid- to upperlevel moisture transport and effective rainfall with the
deep ascending motion; in addition, moisture in NC
could change moisture and vertical stability over NC.
Enhancements in the ISM contributing anomalous
convection heating could modulate the midlatitude Silk
Road wave train via west-central Asia and NC, which
further modulates NC circulation. To summarize, vorticity anomaly due to IS–ICP–NC and IS–NC teleconnections and the Silk Road wave train could change
mid- to upper-level circulation, all of them resulting in
an anomaly of ascending motion, which further changes
the depth and efficient level of rainfall and makes a
significant contribution to precipitation. In addition,
PDO could explain the IS–ICP–NC pattern and PJ
pattern at the multidecadal time scale due to the response of the SST pattern in the Indian and Pacific
Ocean (Qian and Zhou 2014). The EASM and ICP–NC
patterns are the primary factors for moisture transport
over northern China and have relationships with the
IS–NC pattern. Both of the IS–NC and ICP–NC patterns have inner linkages, cyclones, and moisture flux
that could be transported toward the IS from the ICP
and western Pacific on the southern side of the WPSH.
The eastward moisture from IS to ICP along the
southwesterly cross-equatorial flows could modulate
ICP and Indo-Pacific moisture and circulation (see
Fig. 11). In addition, EASM circulation could lead to
lower-level moisture and effective rainfall with a relatively shallow effective level. The quantitative relationships of these results require further study.
The westward-extending WPSH, enhancing TP heating and IS cyclones are three possible factors contributing to the IS–NC teleconnection, and their variations
are important for the IS–NC pathway. Simulation results
show that enhancement in the IS cyclone corresponding
to high diabatic heating could lead to an IS–NC circulation pattern, which in turn could modulate the tripole
pattern of rainfall anomalies. Previous studies have
shown that the eastward expansion of the South Asian
high, due to increased thermal heating or decreased
snow cover over the Tibetan Plateau (Zhang et al. 2018),
could be responsible for the westward-extending
WPSH. Therefore, the IS–NC variations due to thermal anomalies over the Tibetan Plateau require further
discussion (Zhang et al. 2015). The links between IS
cyclones and sea surface temperature and ENSO also
require further exploration. To improve the simulation
precision, local parameterization schemes and data
observed from the third Tibetan Plateau experiment
will be used as initial data (http://tipex.data.cma.cn/
tipex.html; 2013–23) and be assimilated into the model

to improve simulation accuracy around the Tibetan
Plateau.
The study uses HYSPLIT to explore moisture transport in the midtroposphere, and it can indicate midlevel
moisture transport from IS to NC; however, the quantity
evaluation of those moisture contributions to NC
precipitation is worthy of further exploration using
climate models.
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