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Survey Questions and Group Means 
These were used for creating interview participant groups (from Bloodhart et al. 2015). 
 
1. Recently, you may have noticed that CLIMATE CHANGE has been getting some attention 

in the news. Climate change refers to the idea that the world’s average temperature has been 
increasing over the past 150 years, may be increasing more in the future, and that the world’s 
climate may change as a result.  What do you think?  Do you think climate change is 
happening?  
a) Yes 
b) No 
c) Don’t know (Do not read) 

 
[If yes/no] How sure are you that climate change [is/is not] happening? Are you…? 

a) Extreme sure 
b) Very sure 
c) Somewhat sure (or) 
d) Not at all sure 

 
[Note: The answers to Questions 1 and 2 were combined into a 9-point belief certainty scale 
ranging from “extremely sure climate change is not happening” to “extremely sure climate 
change is happening,” with “Don’t know” as the mid-point of the scale.   
 
Group Means: Engaged (8.6), Disengaged (7.4), Unconvinced (5.4) 
 
2. Assuming climate change is happening, do you think it is…  

a) Caused MOSTLY by human activities 
b) Caused ENTIRELY by human activates 
c) Caused MOSTLY by natural changes in the environment 
d) None of the above because global warming isn’t happening 

 
Group Means: Engaged (2.00), Disengaged (2.80), Unconvinced (4.00) 
 
3. How worried are you about climate change? Are you….  

a) Very worried 
b) Somewhat worried 
c) Not too worried 
d) Not at all worried 

 
Group Means: Engaged (1.50), Disengaged (2.60), Unconvinced (3.70) 
 
  



Interview Questions 
 
Warm Up  

1. About how often do you watch the weather report on a local TV news station?  
2. Why do you watch the weather report on TV?  What’s your favorite and least favorite 

parts of a typical weather report?  
3. Do you have a favorite TV weathercaster? 

a. [If yes] What makes her/him your favorite?    
4. Have you ever heard a local TV weathercaster report about something other than the 

weather on air? Can you remember the topic of the story?  What did you think about it?  
  
Local Weathercaster Perceptions  

1. Have you ever heard a local weathercaster reporting about climate change or global 
warming on TV?    

a. [Yes] - When was the most recent time, and what did you think about the story?   
b. [No or Don’t Know] - Skip to next question 

2. Would you be interested in hearing your favorite local TV weathercaster report stories 
about climate change?  

a. [Yes] - Why would you be interested? 
b. [No] - Why wouldn’t you be interested? 
c. [Not sure] - Could you explain? 

3. What kind of information – if any – about climate change would you like to learn from 
[your favorite local TV weathercaster/local TV weathercasters]?  Is there any other 
information about climate change you would like to learn from TV weathercasters?  

4. Do you believe that local TV weathercasters should report stories about the local impacts 
or consequences of climate change?  

a. [Yes] - Why should they report these stories? 
b. [No] – Why shouldn’t they report these stories?  
c. [Not sure] – Tell me about that: Why are you unsure?  

 
Climate Perceptions  

1. Which of the following statements best describes your views on climate change? 
a. I’m very certain that human-caused climate change is happening and I’m very 

worried about it.  
b. I’m moderately certain that human-caused climate change is happening and I’m 

somewhat worried about it.  
c. I suspect that climate change is happening and although I’m not certain if it is 

human-caused or not, I am just a little worried about it.  
d. I really haven’t thought much about climate change, so I’m not sure what to think 

about it.  
e. I suspect that climate change is not happening or isn’t human-caused, but if it is I 

am fairly sure that it won’t be a problem during the next several decades.  
f. I’m moderately or very certain that climate change is not happening, or if it is that 

it isn’t human-caused and that it isn’t a problem.  
  
 



Climate Central Graphics  
1. What aspects of this graphic draw your attention the most?  
2. What about this visual is easy to understand? What about this visual is hard to 

understand?  
3. What information do you think the visual trying to convey?   
4. What are the most appealing aspects of the visual? What are the least appealing aspects 

of the visual?  
5. In what ways is the subject matter of this visual informative? In what ways is the subject 

matter of the visual useful?    
6. Do you think this visual could be made better? If so, how?  

   
Climate Central Videos  

1. What was your reaction to the video?  
2. Was the climate information in the video was easy to understand? What was difficult to 

understand?  
3. What do you think was the main thing the weathercaster trying to convey?  
4. What did you find most useful about the video? What did you find least useful about the 

video?  
5. Could this video be made better? If so, how?  

 
Closing Question  

1. Is there anything else that you feel I should know about how you would react to your 
favorite TV weathercaster covering climate change stories during the weather segment of 
the news?   



Intercoder Reliability  

 
Krippendorff's 

alpha 
RQ1: Have they ever heard a weathercaster talk about climate change? If so, how did they react to it?   
Reaction  1 
RQ2: Are local news viewers interested in learning about climate change from local TV 
weathercasters?  If so, what kind of information are they interested in learning?   
Interest 1 
Information 1 
Local 1 
RQ3 (Graphic 1): Are local news viewers able to identify the main message being conveyed in the 
graphic? Did they feel that the information was new to them? Did they feel it was useful to them? Did 
they offer important constructive feedback on how the graphic could be improved? 
Message 1 
Informative 1 
Useful 1 
Feedback 1 
RQ3 (Graphic 2): Are local news viewers able to identify the main message being conveyed in the 
graphic? Did they feel that the information was new to them? Did they feel it was useful to them? Did 
they offer important constructive feedback on how the graphic could be improved? 
Message 0.718 
Informative 1 
Useful 1 
Feedback 1 
RQ4 (Video 1): How do local news viewers react to videos in which a TV weathercaster is talking 
about local or national impacts of climate change on-air? Were they able to identify the main message 
in the videos? What, if anything, did they find useful about the videos? Did they have any important 
constructive feedback on how the videos could have been made better? 
Reaction 1 
Message 1 
Useful 1 
Feedback 1 
RQ4 (Video 2): How do local news viewers react to videos in which a TV weathercaster is talking 
about local or national impacts of climate change on-air? Were they able to identify the main message 
in the videos? What, if anything, did they find useful about the videos? Did they have any important 
constructive feedback on how the videos could have been made better? 
Reaction 1 
Message 1 
Useful 1 
Feedback 1 
RQ5: Was there anything else that local news viewers felt we needed to know about 
they would react to their favorite TV weathercaster reporting on climate change? 1 
Average 0.9865714 
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